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Iraqis honor donkey 
on Saddam birthday 


52 HAPPY mă BAGHDAD—Joyous 
crowds in Baghdad 

BURTUDAY? | cert Saddam 
Hussein's birthday În a 
brand new way on 
Monday, pasting pho- 
tos of the former 
strongman on a don- 
oy as they heaped 
scorn on his brutal 
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But SARS not yet nat'l eme 


By Carlito Pablo 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday clarified that the SARS crisis 
has not yet deteriorated into a national emergency. At the same time, 
however, she launched new initiatives to head off what she called the 


“worst scenario.” 

In an unusual step, the President also 
summoned media owners and managers 
to Malacañang, to ask them to donate TV 
and radio airtime and newspaper space 
for daily updates on the Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome outbreak from 
the Department of Health, 

"We're not yet in a national emergen- 
cy; its just a wake-up call," Ms Macapa- 
gal told an assembly of newly trained 
barangay tanod (village watchmen) in 
Pasay City. She repeated the same mes- 
sage in the afternoon meeting with me- 
dia owners. 

But the President did urge the people 
to brace for "mandatory quarantines" if 
deemed necessary by the DOH, declaring 
that “there is no room for half measures” 
to contain SARS. 

“We must anticipate the worst sce- 
nario now so that we will not wake up to 
a crisis that is much bigger than we imag- 
ined," Ms Macapagal said. 

In her speech at the Cuneta As- 
trodome, the President announced the 
following measures: 

© "Mandatory quarantines will have 
to be enforced as (Health Secretary) 
Manuel Dayrit finds necessary.” 

Barangays and communities must 
“actively participate not only in quaran- 
tine measures but also in contact trac- 


Dayrit: We’re down 
to three SARS cases 


By Armand N. Nocum 


IT'S back to three, 

Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit yes- 
terday took the name of a 47-year-old 
overseas Filipino worker off his depart- 
ments list of SARS cases, after she tested 
negative for the virus. 

Another DOH official announced that. 
the Regional Institute for Tropical 
Medicine and the San Lazaro Hospital 
were now capable of doing tests for the 
coronavirus, the carrier agent of the Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome. 

“We are down to three SARS cases,” 
Dayrit told the INQUIRER yesterday. 

In his press briefing at the DOH, Dayrit 
said the overseas worker in Samar, with 
the initials JR was not running a fever 
and that she and four of her contacts 
would be released from quarantine. 

"Although we said that JP was a SARS 
case on Friday, the review of her X-ray 
showed that it was not pneumonia, She 
is also responding very well to antibi- 
ties,” he said. 


What kind 
of mask one 
should wear 


By Anna York P. Bondoc, MD 


MASKS are everywhere! Théy are the 
most coveted and most overpriced com- 
modity on the market. Sadly, masks are 
also the hallmark of a previously open 
and friendly society now seeking to pro- 
tect itself from an unknown enemy. 

Due to the proliferation of these vari- 
‘ous personal barrier devices, we answer 
the most common questions: 

How do we get SARS? 
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ing,” to determine the identities of peo- 
ple who had come in contact with proba. 
ble SARS carriers. 

* A proposed SARS Act in Congress 
has been certified as an urgent Mala 
cafiang bill to "show our people that we 
mean business" and to “institutie 
further" the measures contained in the 
executive order she signed last week 

A “clean-up week and SARS con 
sciousness week” has been scheduled 
starting May 5. 

“Containment measures may seem to 
be too harsh but we seek public under 
standing,” Ms Macapagal sai. 

The President indicated that her 
spokesperson, Secretary Ignacio Bun 
ye, may have overreacted when he 
"used the phrase “national emer 
gency" to describe the health sit 
uation. 

Bunye used the term 
thrice in two radio inter 
views and in an official 
Malacafiang statement on 
Sunday. 

Bunye issued another 
statement yesterday, ad- 
mitting he had been less 
than precise but also contend. 
ing that SARS was a potent threat 
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MSU prof released; 
‘board, lodging’ paid 


By Christine Godinez-Ortega 
and Jeffrey P. Maningo 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ILIGAN CITY—A leap of faith, a shout for 
Joy. d 
The family of Rhede Nelson Manulat; 
bound closer since his abduction two 
months ago, found its prayers answered. 
when the university professor was re- 
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remains for 
Samar folk 


By Cyrain Cabuenas 

PDI Visayas Bureau 

and Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


A BARANGAY in Maydolong, Eastern 
Samar, has been declared SARS-free 
but residents still suffer the stigma of 
being village mates of JB who was ear- 
lier tagged as the countrys fourth 
SARS case. 

"You are entering Barangay SARS. 
Wear your masks now,” people from 
Barangay Maybocog in Maydolong, East- 
ern Samar would say in jest. 

But it was in reality an attempt to make 
light of the way outsiders have been 
treating them after it was learned that JP 
was from their community. 

Health officials yesterday declared JP 
free of the SARS virus after it was deter- 
mined that she had suffered a viral infec- 
tion different from SARS. 

In Alcala, Pangasinan, the isolation 
period imposed on three zones of Baran- 
gay Vacante has been officially lifted, but 
people still identify the place as the vil- 
lage of Adela and Mauricio Catalon, the 
first two people to die of SARS in the 
country. 

Except for four households, residents 
of Barangay Vacante (pop: 696)—whose 
lives were briefly distracted by forced iso- 
lation—have been allowed to freely leave 
and enter their village. The isolation peri- 
od was officially lifted on Sunday. 

Dr. Nemesia Mejia, Pangasinan health 
officer, said only 26 people with whom 
Mauricio, Adela's father, had close con- 
tact before his death need to be quaran- 
tined in their homes until April 30. 

Epidemiologist Revelyn Cayabyab of 
the regional office of the Department of 


nt Macapagal, of the SARS cases in the Philippines. Health said no one from the village, in- 
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“Apparently, she has recovered from 
whatever viral infection she had. She is 
în stable condition, is ambulatory but 
with a recurring cough,” he said. JP will 
be discharged today. 

In a speech before newly trained 
barangay tanod (village watchmen) in 
Pasay City, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
emphasized the de-listing. 

“We only have three SARS cases, the 
foreigner and the father and daughter,” 
the President said. 

“JP has not been infected with SARS,” 
she added. The President was referring 
to the German national who has since re- 
covered, and overseas worker Adela Cat- 
alon and her father Mauricio, who died 
of SARS eight days apart. 

A private hospital had earlier diag- 
nosed JB who had flown in from Hong 
Kong, as suffering from pneumonia. But 
more recent results showed she had a 
"normal chest finding." 

A report the hospital sent to the DOH 
showed that there was "No demonstra- 
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Cover-up 


R95 masi 
Best for health 
care workers. 


Respirator mask: 
‘One-way valve. 


Surgical mask: 
In wide use, 


` 


AMID the ravages wrought by SARS, li 
promenade at the Tsim Sha Tsu 


Fashion mask: 
Cute but next 


to useless, 


goes on for these Filipino workers in Hong Kong as they dance the boogie along the 
rict in Kowloon, 
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Vietnam offers hope 
SARS can be licked 


HANOI—The World Health Orga- worst of SARS outbreak appeared. 
nization on Monday declared tobe over not only in Vietnam but 
Vietnam the first count also in Singapore, Canada and 
tain SARS, but the cri even Hong Kong. "It appears from 
ened alarmingly in China which reports that the epidemic has 
reported eight new fatalities and peaked in those countries,” said 
hundreds of new infections de- David Heymann, WHO chief ot 
spite the forced quarantine of communicable diseases. 
thousands. According to Heymann, a 
Hong Kong also reported five “peak” is the point when an epi 
more deaths from SARS, raising demic hits "a maximum number 
the worldwide toll to atleast 332, of cases per day.” He noted that 
It has sickened around 5,000, Singapore, Canada and Hong 
mostly in Asia. Kong were having “fewer cases 
Even so, the WHO said the VIETNAM/ Alo 
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Solons oppose DPWH appointment 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana and Tonette Orejas Dco OM Bop a Mans bas asi acy Sela 3 ME 
iert Deer agement Office, which Congress lion on the megadike, comple- 
" created afterthe eruption ofthevol- menting it in 2000 with a new 
TAVING Baieti suceeded br O E Public cano, and supervised all foreign- P3.5-billion loan from the 
Le ela peg men ea e ai ia 
tea aa DS ml aaa dee B le the megadike success. ' Meanwhile, the rigodon at the 
^ J 5 , fully held against lahar flows, its DPWH continues, with Fernando 
guns on his replacement at the public works department. 4 transverse dike collapsed a swearing into office two new as- 
month after its inauguration in sistant secretaries yes 
Negros Oriental Rep. Jacinto The congressman said he August 1997. X as Soriquez was herbe 
Paras and Surigao del Sur Rep. learned that the position was orig- 4 Early in 2000, the Office of the incoming chief in Malacafang. 
Prospero Pichay said Undersecre- inally offered to Undersecretary ^^ Ombudsman cleared Soriquez of Rafael Yabut and Mocamad 
tary Florante Soriquez, who was Ted Encarnacion who declined. graft charges over the allegedly  Rakiin were promoted from re- 
appointed as Fernando's replace- He said Encarnacion recommend- " "d faulty design of the transverse gional directors of the National 
ment in an acting capacity, was ed Undersecretary Manuel auLial*&. dike. Only the chief and person- Capital and Caraga regions, re- 
not the right choice because he is Bonoan, who appears to be ac- SORIQUEZ nel of the DPWH's design bureau spectively. à 
allegedlyfacingchargesintheso- ceptable to Pichay and Paras. were charged. Yabut, 50, rose through the 
called "lahar scam.” Pichay said he could not un- tion,” Pichay said. midnight, they said. Marine geologist Kelvin Rodol- ranks. He started as a laborer ris- 
Paras said that now that Fer- derstand why Soriquez was cho- DPWH employees in Central But Soriquer's name had been fo had expressed dismay over the ing to assistant to civil engineer 
nando has agreed to give up the senwhenhe wasnotthe mostse- Luzon, however, described dragged into the controversy development and appealed to of, through the years, He bonus 
pubie works portfoliosohecould nior of the departments under- Soriquez.as a “hardworking boss” over the allegedly faulty designof cals of tne Estrade administra. distri engines: of the Pam ranae 
continue as chair of the Metro secretaries and had been in the who skips meals to devote more the 56-kilometer FVR Megadike, tion to get the “big fish,” referring first engineering office in 1995" 
Manila Development Authority, post only three months. time to the job. which protects the towns of Pam- to Soriquez and others in the Raki-in was a construction 
the Department of Public Works “He does not command there- They said Soriquez, 61, often panga against lahar. Tao a il kear foreman who became district en- 
and Highways should start on aspect of the men and women of works through his lunch break,  Soriquez was the chiefofthe Mt. “The DPWH continues to spend gineer of Misamis Occidental im 
clean slate. the DPWH so in all honesty he subsisting on crackers and sar- Pinatubo Rehabilitation Project money on upgrading the antila. 1982. With a report from 
"(Soriquez) is involved in the cannot be effective in this posi- dines. He also often works up to Management Office and the Mt. har structure, The government Blanche S. Rivera 
mega-dike scam so the President S 


should look for a better replace- 


= E Rena Formal probe into killing 
of Mindoro activists starts 


PURSUING “strong Mindoro, the justice comply within the was willing to send the cases were unre- 
indications” that sol. departments ^ fact. day” Calidasaid. additional NBI ported, he said, and 
diers were behind the finding team, placed agents to help in the those reported had 
recent deaths of two several members of i ramy expanded probe. | been forgotten, 
human rights ac- thePhilippine Army's commander on the is- Yesterday, Calida “But we were able 

[WITH ONY ONE DSL OR CABLE INTERNET. | ivists in Oriental 204th Infantry land, said the planned clarified that the NBI to crush one vital 

ACCOUNT, WE LET EVERYBODY GO ON-LINE] Mindoro, Task Force Brigade under formal intensified probe was not conductinga communist front on 

investigation over should include alleged separate probe: “The the island," Palparan 

the weekend, atrocities of the NPA NBlteamis under my said, "We also earned 
This was revealed “prior to our assign- operational control as back the trust of local 
by Justice Undersec- mentinthearea” task force head, and government — off 
ses eo Krlpren WG : retary Jose Calida, o, as the justice secre- cials.” In fact, he 

J| aram cnet ey SA Lx ` head of the task force Singled out tary in charge (of the stressed, they were 

2 formed Wednesday In a phone inter- agency)" There are about to finish the 
onordersofPresident view, Palparan de- 14 NBI agents cur- task of “liberating” 

-"EEmEMEMEM Macapagal-Arroyo. manded:“Whysingle rently attached to the Mindoro, when 


1 SPEAK BETTER ENGLISH Pepe III PATE motves m sls Asked or a meae "Calla  deduel ously communist 


99 ron acri hay ela amazing Gecovery ie | Eden Marcellana and tion also by phone, task force leads that groups" happened. 
invites interested parties to bo a FRANCHISEE! Eddie Gumanoy? If Gregorio "Ka Roger" the activists’ murders " 

H Come and observe H ToU ME AMUND UR. we goby the facts... Rosal, Communist were related to the Terrorreign 

[] our classes today Fy >. Great Business Opportunity, Easy to they (are the logical Party of the Philip- April 20 incident. Rosal urged Presi- 
i |, Manage suspects)" Calida pines spokesperson, Asked to identify the dent Macapagal-Ar- 
1 a DNI TOME (pe PER told the InoumeR yes- said the revolution- assailants, he said royo to bring the mat- 
[SPEECH FOR BEGINNERS e. Interested oppicants shoud cwn or have terday in a phone in- ary forces welcomed they were armed but tero the Intemation- 
Li 


TURN vous PAINTERS INTO INSTANT Id 
MONEY-EARNING. MACHINES MI 


CHILDREN'S SPEECH and 1 Sa terview. He was in Palparan’s sugges- not in military uni- al Criminal Court and 
E 


PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT Baguio City for a na- tion, “to finally settle form. But “most like- “finally unveil all the 
W ENGLISH CONVERSATION PRACTICE jj For quies: please cal Noli Corpus at tional convention of the military’s linger- 1y,” he said, they were mysteries behind the 
W SPEECH and ELOCUTION Lec mean SIRE | prosecutors. ing black propagan- membersof the 204th reign of terror in Ori- 

WW ron HIGH SCHOOL 1 n da against (us IB "because one of ental Mindoro,” refer. 

W n PUBLIC SPEAKING and L| Produce names Rosaladded: "The them was positively ring to more than 30 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING Calida ordered deeper (the probe) identifiedassuch.” ^ cases of alleged sum- 

gp E INTENSIVE PRONUNCIATION COURSER AS P. Col. Juanito Gomez, the better” The civilians had mary executions in- 

INTENSIVE GRAMMAR REVIEW who replaced Col. OnSunday Nation- been manhandled, volving the military 

JOURNALISTIC WRITING Jovito Palparan as alBureauofinvestiga- Calida added, because against activists and 
"ure - head of the 204th IB tion Director Reynal- they were suspected civilians. 

DAS oer j last week, to “pro- do Wycoco said the to be members or But the militant 

om duce” the names of fact-finding team had sympathizers of the group — Pamalakaya 

H Cg ae ne - E army soldiers who widened the scope of NewPeople’s Army. yesterday castigated 

1 GP PEL 

LI 


HPOWER ! S figured ina “mauling its probe to avoid sus- Palparan claimed the task force for fail- 
Y SPEC ber One Chi 1 qm incident” on April 20 picions of a white- that prior to his ing to get the side of 
oii Bonke Oae Ciee t in Gloria town, Ori- wash, by induding troops’ arrival in the victims’ families. 
pes DA T ental Mindoro, prior cases involving more Mindoro in June Michael Lim Ubac, 
Sn" S2608 S213601 S8910 N to the disappearance alleged military aroc- 2001, the NPA had TJ Burgonio and 
SP-Biñon 0919-5138121; (049) 5113450 Ewer D EVERTEL * 7158114 » 715-8122 of Marcellana and ities earlier reported been “murdering” Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
www speechpower.com.ph 1 cover Pill S. CORP. 745-7978 + 745-7977 Gumanoy "I expect bymilitantgroups. civilians and baran- PDI Southern Luzon 
eee eee = Colonel Gomez to  Wycoco said he gay officials. Most of Bureau 
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Cost of RP support: $30M |= 


By D. Pazzibu “signaled its intent” 
T 5 to provide the addi- 
tional $30 million. 


der the appropria- 
tion for foreign mili- 
tary finance (FMF) 


în the war budget. 

He said the Bush 
THE COST of support- administratjon had 
ing the United States- 
led war on Iraq: $30. 
million (roughly P1.6 
billion). 

‘That is how much 
the Philippines is get- 
ting for its member- 
ship in the “coalition of 
the willing” countries 
that supported the US- 
Uk war on Iraq despite 
the lack of United Na- 
‘tions approval. 

"The Philippines! 
‘hare is coming from 
‘the economic support 
fund (ESF) in the 
'$78.5-billion Emer- 
gency Wartime Sup- 
‘plemental Budget that 
President George W. 
Bush is set to sign af- 
“ter it was passed by 
the US Congress over 
he weekend. 
> Ofthe total amount, 
$79 billion will go to 
members of the “coali- 
tion of the willing” Jor- 
dan, Israel and Turkey 
“Will get $1 billion each. 

Malacafiang wel- 
comed the appropria- 
tion, saying the money 
was given by the US to 
“further the prospects 
of peace in Mindanao” 

“The additional 
economic assistance is 
a very strong signal of 
continuing US support 
for the Philippines, in 
general, and for the 
Macapagal adminis- 
trations Mindanao 
peace policy in partic- 
ular,” said presidential 
Spokesperson. Ignacio 
Bunye ina statement. 

Bunye said the 
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Philippines is hoping 
for another $30 mil- 
lon in counter-ter- 
"rorism assistance un- 


Ople: UN 
call backs 
RP action 
on Iraq 


FOREIGN Affairs Sec- 
retary Blas Ople yes- 
terday said the United 
Nations Commission 
on Human Rights call 
or international hu- 
manitarian action on 
Iraq has given added 
impetus to the Philip- 
pines decision to send 
a humanitarian mis- 
"sion to that country. 

Apparently react- 
ing to criticism from 
local legislators, Ople 
said the call to address 
the humanitarian 
needs of the Iraqi peo- 
ple had come "from all 
sectors of the interna- 
‘tional ^ community 
from Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan, the 
immediate neighbors 
of Iraq, various world 
leaders and the Iraqi 
people themselves." 

"The future of the 
people of Iraq and the 
stability of the entire 
region will depend on 
how well individual 
nations work together 
to ensure a viable, 
democratic and plu- 
ralistic Iraq,” he said. 
The Philippines wel- 
comed the UNCHR 
action, he added. 

The Geneva-based 
body the main UN 
human rights forum, 
adopted the resolu- 
tion calling for inter- 
national humanitari- 
an action on Iraq on 
April25. 

Ople said the 
Philippines has a 
“very clear and 
strategic interest" in 
the future of Iraq and. 
în the stability of the 
Middle East. 

“Ie îs patently in 
our national interest 
to make our own con- 
tribution, within our 
means as a develop- 
ing country, to see to 
it that the diverse ' 
peoples of Iraq are 
able to have a future 
together,” he . said. 
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Aspirin has been proven to help prevent heart attack. It helps 
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clots could help trigger a heart attack. 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo has vowed to 
help Indonesia hunt down the “terrorists” be- 
hind the Jakarta airport blast that injured 11 
people last Sunday. 

“Terrorism has shuttled between Indonesia 
and the Philippines and we are both deter- 
mined to fight it tactically and strategically,” 
the President said yesterday. 

The President has blamed the separatist 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front for the bomb- 
ings of the Davao International Airport and 
the city’s Sasa Wharf over the past two 
months, which killed 48 people and injured 
more than 200 others. 

"If there are any links between terrorist in- 
cidents in Jakarta and Mindanao, these will 
be checked, followed up and neutralized un- 
der a scheme of intelligence sharing and law 
enforcement cooperation,” she said. 

Indonesia, the world’s most populous Mus- 
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lim nation, and the predominantly Roman 
Catholic Philippines have been hit hard by a 
series of deadly bomb attacks blamed largely 
on Muslim separatists or the Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah, an al Qaida-linked group seeking to 
transform parts of Southeast Asia into an ex- 
tremist Muslim state. 

Indonesian and Philippine authorities have 
long suspected that Muslim guerrillas in the 
two countries cooperate in planning and 
launching attacks. 

Philippine intelligence officials have said 
some Indonesian extremists may have been 
involved in the attack on the Davao wharf. 

Sunday's blast in Jakarta occurred near a 
Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant, gift shop 
and cafe at the airport. 

‘The bombing followed Indonesian police 
raids last week that resulted in the arrest of 18 
suspected Jemaah Islamiyah members, in- 
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cluding three wanted in the Bali bombings 
last October. 

A Philippine police intelligence official said 
one of the 18 arrested men was suspected of 
having been in charge of training Southeast. 
Asian fighters, possibly including Muslim mil- 
itants in the southern Philippines. 

The MILF has denied involvement in the at- 
tacks and rejected allegations it gave terrorist 
training to Islamic militants based în Indonesia. 

The Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia 
have a regional agreement on the sharing of 
intelligence on counter-terrorism. 

Ms Macapagal said she would hold bilateral 
talks on the issue of terrorism with Malaysian 
Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi on 
the sidelines of a Southeast Asian summit in 
Thailand on the Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome (SARS) outbreak on Tuesday. AB AFP 
with a report from Dona Pazzibugan 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-arroyo, middle, poses with this year’s The Outstanding Policemen of the Philippines (TOPP) awardees after rites at 
Malacafiang last week. The awardees were Supt. Rodrigo de Gracia, Supt. Raul Medina, SPO2 Octavio Rivero, SPO | Geronimo Manalo, SPO4 
Reynaldo Medina, SPO4 Cesar Calmada, SPO3 Novemito Cala-or, SPO4 Epifras Pnili, PO! Enrique Dayao and SPO! Eduardo Sausa. Flanking 
the President are Louie Basilio, TOPP national chairman, and Local Government Secretary Jose Lina. EDWIN BACASHS 


‘Edsa III” leaders say 
gov't plotting to frame 
them on Labor Day 


By Gerald G. Lacuarta tary general, said an estimated 
50,000 people from the PMAR 
PMP and other "Edsa Tres 
forces" would be joining the an- 
niversary protest on May 1 at 
the Don Chino Roces (Mendio- 
la) bridge leading to Mala- 
cafiang. 

‘The Estrada forces and allied 
labor organizations mobilizing 
for the Labor Day celebrations at 
Mendiola will converge at the 
bridge from 11 a.m. to mid-after- 
noon. 

Villarin said the PMAP has ap- 
plied for a rally permit with the 
Manila City Hall and has held 
talks with the Western Police Dis- 
trict to ensure the orderly con- 
duct ofthe rally. 

Citing an “intelligence re- 
port" of the PMAP Laurel said 
the Macapagal administration 
has launched a disinformation 
campaign to sabotage the "Edsa 
Tres" commemoration and pre- 
pare the public for a crack- 
down. 

The report cited retired Army 
Col. Abraham Purugganan, the 
undersecretary for special con- 
cerns, as allegedly spreading 
rumors that the PMAP was 
planning to spring its jailed 
leader, Ronaldo Lumbao, from 
jail. 

Laurel said Banayo himself 
had received a call from a cer- 
tain Jun Mayo who claimed 
that the NBI's witness in the 
bellion charges against opposi- 
tion Sen. Panfilo Lacson aris- 
ing from the failed power grab 
was ready to recant his state- 
ment in exchange for P15 mil- 
lion. 

According to Laurel, this 
could be disinformation to pave 
the way for the emergence of a 
mew set of witnesses armed 
with new affidavits accusing 
Lacson. 


dropping out 


Asia survey and compare these 
with those of the Social Weather 
Stations group which has re- 
leased its findings. 

Flavier said his decision on 
whether or not to pursue the 
presidency would be based not 
only on the SWS and Pulse Asia 
surveys but on financial consid- 


LEADERS of the so-called “Edsa 
Tres” revolt yesterday revealed 
a plot by government agents to 
sow violence during the May 1 
anniversary of the failed upris- 
ing by supporters of jailed ex- 
President Joseph Estrada in 
2001, in order to justify a crack- 
down on pro-Estrada personali- 
ties and leaders. 

Herman Tiu Laurel, a convenor 
of the "Edsa Tres Commission" 
(E3C), said the plot was con- 
firmed by the discovery of alist of 
those who are to be arrested in 
the crackdown. 

He said agents of the Nation- 
al Bureau of Investigation have 
been allegedly monitoring the 
movements ofthe leaders of the 
pro-Estrada Peoples Movement 
Against Poverty (PMAP). 

“These have been part and par- 
cel of NBI chief Reynaldo Wyco- 
co's: fabricated allegations of 
PMAP and E3C groups’ plans to 
create ‘terror’ and ‘chaos’ in the 
May 1 Edsa Tres celebration,” 
Laurel told a news conference în 
Quezon City. 

Tiu said the list was provided 
by sources in the Philippine Na- 
tional Police. 

Among those to be purport- 
edly arrested are former Estra- 
da Agrarian Reform Secretary 
Horacio Morales, president of 
the Partido ng Masang Pilipino; 
Lito Banayo, PMP secretary 
general; Crispin Remulla, PMP 
spokesperson; and Laurel him- 
self. 

Laurel said their sources told 
them that Wycoco had already 
allegedly prepared written affi- 
davits implicating a number of 
pro-Estrada leaders to be used 
in a crackdown on or before 
May 1. 

Cynthia Villarin, PMAP secre- 


Flavier denies 


ADMINISTRATION Sen. Juan 
Flavier denied over the weekend 
that he had dropped out of the 
2004 presidential race. 

Flavier said he would decide 
next month whether to make a 
run for the presidency as this 
would be when the Pulse Asia 
opinion poll group is set to re- 
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lease its survey on presidential 
candidate preferences. 

The senator said he wanted to 
look at the results of the Pulse 


erations, the support of the rul- 
ing party, as well as the state of 
his health. Christine Aven- 
daiio 
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BSP tightens credit card rules for banks 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


TO"SAFEGUARD the quality" of banks" 
exposure to credit card lending amid 
mounting unpaid accounts, the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas is currently prepar- 
ing new and stricter regulations 

In an interview, Deputy governor for 
bank supervision Alberto Reyes said 
the BSP was seeking comments from 
the Credit Card Association of the 
Philippines on a blueprint for the classi- 
fication of credit card receivables. 

The classification shall determine 


the amount of funds that a bank will 
be required to set aside for loan-loss 
provisioning which, it is hoped, 
‘would curb its appetite to lend. 

Under the proposal, Reyes said a 
credit card account shall be declared 
“substandard” 31 days after it falls 
due. At present, a bank is required to 
make this classification right on the 
first day that an account falls due. 

Reyes said the bank would now be 
required to put up a loss provision 
equivalent to 25 percent of the “sub- 
standard” account. On the other 


hand, 180 days after an account falls 
due, it shall be declared as a "loss" 
and the bank will have to put up 100 
percent provisioning. 

“This reclassification is in line with 
international standards,” Reyes said. 
“We are also consolidating the lend- 
ing rules and clarifying those applica- 
ble to credit cards.” 

Tn the past, Reyes said exposure to 
credit card lending, which did not re- 
quire collateral, was subjected to the 
general regulations on non-perform- 
ing loans, 
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Solons seek probe 
of alleged water 
firm ‘overcharging’ 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


hat vellit: in our minds Mo allen 
n and their families Ey 


A PARTY-LIST representative was set to take 
to the floor last night the alleged P3.3 billion 
‘overcharging of consumers by Meralco's sis- 
ter company, Maynilad Water Services Inc. 

Tn his scheduled privilege speech, Rep. Mario 
Joyo Aguja of the group Akbayan had branded 
as “legal” 40 percent of Maynilad's water bill. 

Earlier, Aguja and four other House mem- 
bers—Marikina Rep. Del de Guzman, Quezon 
City Rep. Maria Teresa Defensor, Cibac party- 
list Representatives Joel Villanueva and Kim 
Bernardo-Lokin—issued a statement seeking 
a formal House investigation of the alleged 
overcharging. 

‘They urged the Metro Manila Waterworks 
and Sewerage System to compel Majnilad to 
stop collecting its Accelerated Extraordinary 
Price Adjustment (AEPA), and refund customers 
the excess charges starting from January 2002, 

Maynilad should also pay PS billion in con- 
cession fees that it owes the government, the 
solons said. 

The statement questioned Maynilad's con- 
tinued charging of P8.28 more per cubic me- 
ter for both its AEPA and Foreign Currency 
Differential Adjustment (FCDA). Aguja noted 
that the water firm had been authorized to 
charge P4.21 per cu m as AEPA until Decem- 

2, to cover foreign exchange losses 
from 1997. “It is now April 2003," he said. 

‘On the other hand, the P4.08 per cu m FC- 
DA charge was meant to cover forex losses on 
Maynilad's current concession fee payments. 
But the firm had not paid the government any 
part of the P5 billion it owed, Aguja said, even 
ifit had collected P3.3 billion in unauthorized 
AEPA and FCDA. 
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MSU prof released; ‘board and lodging’ paid 


Manulat, 46, a professor of the 
Mindanao State University, was 
leased by his captors on Sunday released after weeks of negotia- 
night. tions led by Marawi City Mayor 
An undisclosed amount was Ali Solitario, Iligan Mayor 
allegedly paid Manulat’s kid- Franklin Quijano, local mayors of 
mappers for “board and lodging Lanao del Sur and MSU officials 
fees,” a euphemism used when led by their president, Camar 
officials shell out a fraction of a Umpa. 
ransom demand, but his wife Quijano said that before Man- 
said she had no idea who raised ulat was released, the victim 
the amount. An Associated Press "was held in a place about eight 
report quoted Manulat as saying hours behind the MSU. In the 
that local government and uni. evening, he was already in safe 
versity officials who negotiated hands.” 
his freedom mighthave paid the Armed men dragged the pro- 
fees. fessor of the MSU College of 
‘The kidnappers had earlier de- Business Administration into a 
manded P2 million in ransom, waiting vehicle on Feb. 26 
but the figure was later brought while he was supervising re- 
down to P500,000. hearsals by students on the eve 
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of the college's founding day 
celebration. 

Earlier, three female students 
of the college were also kid- 
napped, but they were released 
less than 24 hours later. The kid- 
nappers were believed to be dis- 
missed members of the MSU's 
peacekeeping force. 

Manulat, in a brief talk with 
the Inquirer after he was re- 
leased, said his kidnappers treat- 
ed him well, especially because 
he could speak Maranao. 

“Some of my kidnappers even 
made me hold their guns,” he 
said. 

But he could not say where ex- 
actly he was held. He said about 
six of his abductors with long 


mA brought with them a stove and 
food like Maggi noodles and 
sardines,” he said. In the AP re- 
port, he said he had lost 10 
pounds because of the lack of 
food. 

Last week, Manulats wife Flo- 
ra told the INQUIRER that for the 
first time în years, their chil- 
dren—Karen, Carla and Rhede 
Jz—had learned to pray together 
with her every night. 

"This we rarely did when 
Rhede was still with us. His ab- 
sence has materialized deeply 
our devotion to God,” she said. 
"We have grown into a strong and 
loving family" 

When Manulat was allowed 
to call his family the day after he 


fused to budge. 
Change of heart. 


Flora said she was optimistic 
that the kidnappers would have a 
change of heart and eventually 
release her husband without con- 
ditions. 

“His relationship with the kid- 
nappers was getting meaningful, 
for [Nelson] is a good person, 
and [the kidnappers] must have 
sensed that,” she said. 

Flora said she also learned to 
forgive. "I can't condemn [the 
kidnappers]. I want to hate them, 
butI can’t.” 

In Cagayan de Oro City, Man- 
ulat told reporters at a military 
headquarters that he was re- 
MANULAT 
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firearms took tums guarding him 
as he was transferred from one 
forested area to another. 


Close to MSU said. 
He said he was also brought to 
a house and finally to a place 
"close to the MSU because I could 
already see Lake Lanao.” 
“There were many chances for 
me to escape, but I didn’t know 


fields. 


where to go. The mountains 
looked the same to me,” Manulat 


He recounted that he and his 
abductors walked around a lot, 
sleeping under trees and in corn- 


"It was like an extended 
camp-out. 


rotoano 


very costly)" 


The kidnappers 


was taken by the kidnappers, 
Flora even joked to him about 
the ransom demand: "Two mil- 
lion? Ang mahal pala ang halaga 
ng ulo mo, Dad (Your head is 


On Holy Thursday, Flora went 
to Poona Piagapo town in Lanao 
del Sur to appeal to the kidnap- 
pers’ negotiators to lower the 
P500,000 ransom, but they re- 


leased to local officials at 1 a.m. 
on Sunday in Marantao, Lanao 
del Sur. 

He said amateur kidnappers 
were behind the abduction and 
not disgruntled former university 
employees or Moro rebels as ear- 
lier speculated, 

^1 feel good now that finally 1 
have rejoined my family,” he said. 

With an AP report. 


What kind of mask one should wear 


FrompageAl 


SARS is transmitted through inhalation of 
aerosol when a patient coughs or sneezes. 
However, there have been cases without per- 
sonal contact with a SARS patient. The new 
‘coronavirus may survive for up to 24 hours on 
surfaces according to recent studies from 
Hong Kong. Touching the infected surface 
(such és a doorknob) may lead to contamina- 
tion. SARS may also be shed through feces 
and spread through faulty plumbing. More 
studies are being conducted to determine the 
other ways the virus is spread. 

Who should wear masks? 

Doctors, nurses and hospital personnel are 
advised to wear complete protection by the 
World Health Organization. This requires an 
N95 respirator mask, protective eyewear or 
face shields to protect eyes from bodily secre- 
tions or blood, gloves and disposable gowns. 

‘SARS patients should wear surgical masks 
(or if tolerated an N95 mask), when being 
transported out of their isolation rooms so as 
notto contaminate others. 

There is no advisory regarding masks for 
the general public despite media pictures of 
people wearing masks. 

What is the N95 respirator mask? 

The N95 respirator mask is an industrial 
mask originally used to protect workers in 
factories. It is the minimum standard re- 
quired by the WHO for health-care workers 
exposed to SARS. 

“This mask classification has been certified 
through the National Institute of Occupation- 
al Health and Safety (NIOHS) în the United 
States. Other respirator masks such as P95, 
ROS, N100 or P100, and the tuberculosis 
mask 1860 model also comply with require- 
ments. 

‘The letters N, R and P signify the amount of 
oil exposure which can be tolerated by the 
mask. N model has the least tolerance for oily 
environments and P the most tolerance. The 


numbers 95 and 100 signify the filter efficien- 
cy with N95 able to filter out 95 percent of all 
particle 0.3 micron in size. The SARS virus 
can be filtered out.* However, proper mask fit 
is very important, 

How do we determine proper fit of the mask? 

A respirator mask is only effective if it is 
worn properly, according to Carla Tabuena, 
occupational and environmental safety divi- 
sion head of 3M Philippines. The mask should 
fit snugly around your face. The two straps 
should be firmly around your head. Adjust the 
nose bridge slightly to achieve a good fit. 
When you exhale, there should be no air exit 
ing from the bridge of the nose, the cheek 
area and the chin. Beards and long moustach- 
es may cause a poor fit. 

What kind of mask should the public wear? 

‘There is no advisory from the WHO regard- 
ing masks for the general public, so mask use is 
optional. If you have a cold and are coughing, 
do wear a mask to prevent contamination 

Cloth masks are not protective. Surgical 
masks are less effective than respirator masks 
butare in wide use. There are other respirator 
masks (such as the 8710 model) which 
achieve a tight fit, are also highly filter effi- 
cient but conform to older NIOHS standards. 

How many times can we use the masks? 

Ideally, all masks, especially those used by 
healthcare personnel when entering SARS sus- 
pect rooms, should be discarded after one use to 
avoid contjaminaing other patients. If your 
mask is visibly damaged with holes or can no 
longer achieve a tight fit, it should be discarded. 

Are there masks for children? 

The respirator masks should not be used by 
children as they were originally designed for 
industrial use. Children may use modified 
surgical masks, but again this is not recom- 
mended by the WHO. 

Will masks completely protect me from 
SARS? 

Respirator masks will reduce exposure and 
may help protect your lungs but as there are 
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other modes of contamination (through con- 
tact and feces), they are not 100-percent ef- 
fective. 

Are there any medical conditions that should 
be advised against wearing a mask? 

Those with asthma, emphysema and other 
lung diseases should first consult their physi- 
cian before wearing a respirator mask. 

Can used masks be washed? 

Cloth masks can be washed for possible 
reuse, but not surgical masks. A special clean- 
er can be used for N95 masks. But masks used 
jn a room with a SARS victim should be used 
only once 

Can masks be exposed to the sun to dry? 

Cloth and N95 masks can be exposed to the 
sun to dry. Ideally, masks should be thrown 
away alter single use. 

How can used masks be disposed of? 

These can be disposed of in the same way 
‘one disposes of dirty needles. A used mask is 
considered a biological waste 

“Editor's note: Even N95 masks may offer 
limited protection from the coronavirus, ac- 
cording to some scientists. Human coron- 
aviruses measure between 0.1 and 0.2 mi- 
cron. But viruses often travel on large carrier 
molecules like globs of mucus, making it easi- 
er to filter them. A human hair is roughly 100 
microns in diameter. 

(The author is a lung specialist trained at the . 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in, 
New York City. She is a diplomate of the Ameri- 
can Board of Internal Medicine.) 
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24-year reign. 

“For the first time in my life, 1 won't be 
forced to attend Saddam's birthday cere- 
monies. He was a dictator, he was nothing but 
a donkey ruling over Iraq,” said Ali, 24. 

The young man, speaking in the Sadr city 
neighborhood formerly known as Saddam 
City and home to about two million Shiite 
Muslims, said most Iraqis had been "faking 
joy on Saddam's birthday each year because 
we were plain afraid." 

"We'll bring the donkey flowers and a cake 
this afternoon," said Hassan al-Hussein, 27, 
who helped organize the ceremony here. 

Crowds of young boys were clapping their 
hands in appreciation as a man planted a ban- 
ner and a colorful plastic tree by the donkey. 

“April 28, it’s your birthday you loser!” read 
the sign. Saddam turned 66 on Monday al- 
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though his whereabouts, if he is even still alive, 
are unknown. 

Pictures of Saddam and his two equally 
feared sons, Uday and Qusay, were also on 
display. 

“We won't kill the animal although he rep- 
resents Saddam the criminal, because don- 
keys are as oppressed as we were for years,” 
said al-Hussein. 

Unmoved by the feast to come, women were 
casually dumping piles of rubbish in the middle 
of the street, which was flooded with green, ferid 
sewage. 

But not everybody was in the mood to 
mock the toppled dictator. 

“More important things are on my mind 
frankly" said Hassan Khusai, 35. 

"We want our rights as Shiites to be secured, 
we want an indigenous government to rule 

he said, slamming US-backed oppo- 
sition leaders such as Iraqi exile Ahmed Chal- 
abi 

Others were still clearly afraid to speak 
their minds. 

"Maybe its good he was toppled ... but we 
had enough to eat under Saddam, now it’s a 
mess,” mumbled Samia Aziz, 40, checking over 
her shoulder as she spoke with a fearful look in 
her eyes. 

"A lor of people still believe Saddam is alive 
and that he's coming back, maybe even today 
on his birthday,” said Mohammed al-Hussein, 
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“1 personally believe Saddam is dead or left 
the country, but you have to understand that a 
culture of fear was cultivated for decades by 
the old regime,” he said. AFP 
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Pacificador not likely to return 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


“THE PHILIPPINES request to have mur- 
der suspect Rodolfo Pacificador extra- 
dited to the country is officially "dead." 

Justice Undersecretary Merceditas N. 
Gutierrez told reporters yesterday that 
Canada's Supreme Court has denied the 
Philippines’ request to file a motion for 
reconsideration of the court’s ruling bar- 
ring Pacificador's extradition. 

* dont think he will be extradited to 
the Philippines,” Gutierrez said, "We 
asked the Canadian high courts permis- 
sion to fle a motion for reconsideration. 
ofits decision, but this was denied." 

Canadien cours have blocked 
Pacificador’s extradition fearing he 
‘would be subjected to political perse- 
cution and serious threats to his life if 
he were sent back to face murder 
charges in the Philippines. 

Pacificador is one of 18 accused in 
the murder of former Antique Gov. 


Ro 000| 
ERES 


several others in February 1986. 

His father, former Assemblyman Ar- 
turo Pacificador, and 11 others are on tri- 
al for their alleged roles in the murder. 

But Gutierrez, who is in charge of 
all extradition cases being handled by 


fered a legal setback in Canada. 

He had sought refugee status but 
the Canadian Immigration and 
Refugee Board (IRB) denied his ap- 
plication, Gutierrez said. 

This prompted Pacificador to ask 
the Federal Court of Canada last 
month to allow him to appeal the IRB 
ruling. The request was granted by the 
federal court. The appeal will be heard 
by the federal court on June 24. 

Gutierrez said that in the event 
Pacificador's appeal for refugee status 
is denied by the court, he would not 
be allowed to stay in Canada but im- 
mediately deported. 

But, she said, “I don't think he 
would be deported to the Philip 
pines... because deportation does not 
guarantee that a person would be 
sent back to his country of origin.” 

Te was likely Pacificador would be 
deported to the United States where 
he had come from prior to going to 
Canada, she said. 


Evelio Javier and the wounding of the DOJ, said that Pacificador suf- 


Miners fear loss 
of their share 
of gold to gov't 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


COMPOSTELA VALLEY—An organization of 
small-scale miners in Mt. Diwalwal, Compostela 
‘Valley, is urging the environment department to 
reconsider its proposed amendments to Adminis- 
trative Order No. 35, which concerted the Mt. Di- 
walwal mining area into a mineral reservation. 

"The Compostela Valley Federation of Mining 
Cooperatives said it opposed the DENR’s attempts 
to amend the implementing rules and regulations 
‘of AO 35 that had been approved by former Envi- 
ronment Secretary Heherson Alvarez. 

Franco Tito, CFMC founder and barangay cap- 
tain, said the farmers fear that the revisions would 
allow the government to increase its mineral pro- 
duction share in Diwalwal, currently at 15 per- 
cent, to the disadavantage of small scale miners. 

According to proposed amendments, the gov- 
emments share would be subject to negotiations 
by the Natural Resources Development Corp. 
NRDC) based on the gross value of the gold pro- 

‘=. duced and sold by the service contractors. 
2 Tito said that if the government were to fol- 
$ Jow this tack, there would be little left for the 
» Small miners to make money from. 
:.. He said 15 percent taken by the government 
its share of the mineral production was al- 
“ready enough of a burden for the small miners. 
Tito, who has been working in Diwalwal 
Hie Bast 19 years, welcomed the issuance 
t >of the AO 5 last year asit legalized the opera- 
Estiouofstiall-cale miners in Diwalwal. 
Sta "this will be the first time that we will be 
Joi paying oùt taxes so we really want this (AO 
Qu to work," said Tito. 
5, The CFMC also does not favor the transfer 
Botte management of the Mt. Diwalwal gold 
Pc pnusineirgto the NRDC.-<* 
“342. “We stillowant the Mines and Geosciences 
5 Büfeau to be at the forefront of the manage- 
^ ment, We dono trust the NRDC on this aspect 
“because they don't have any experience in 
minerals area management,” said Tito. 

"Environment Secretary Elisea Gozun said 
the amendments to AO 35 have yet to be fi- 
nalized and that public consultations with the 
people of Mt. Diwalwal are still going on. 


Maning Silva, veteran 
photojournalist, dies 


VETERAN photojournalist Manuel "Maning" 
Silva died Sunday after a lingering illness. 

He is survived by his wife Zeny, children 
Renato and Mimi, Raul, Noel, Celine and Kiko 
Rosario, Lia and Kai Jugo, and grandchildren 

Silva began his career asa trainee at the de- 
funct Philippines Herald. He next joined the 
Philippine News Services, and then The Mani- 
la Times, covering the Manila International 
Airport and other beats. 

From the Times, he transferred to the 
Philippine Daily Express and later, The Manila 
Chronicle. 

He branched out to international television 
news reporting when he was recruited by Vis- 
News Ltd. London, now called Reuters Televi- 
sion, where he worked for more than 20 
years. 

‘At the time of his death, he was a reporter 
for dzMM radio and ABS-CBN television, and 
photojournalist for the Manila Standard. 

He was the first photojournalist to sit on 
the board of the National Press Club. He 
founded the Press Photographers Association 
of the Philippines, and was a founding mem- 
ber of the Foreign Correspondents Associa- 
tion of the Philippines. 


L.S. Villa; 78 


LILIA Santos Villa, wife of retired Deputy Om- 
budsman Justice Francisco Agrava Villa, died 
on April 26 at the age of 78. 

Survivors include her children Angie and 
Joseph, Vickie and Rafael, Evelyn, Cordie, Jun, 
Carrie and Pammy and Ed; grandchildren 
Joanne, Jay, Mishie, Gaston, Sonsoles, Raphael, 
Laurea, Ann Gabrielle and Alonzo; siblings Pac- 
quing, Ligaya, Roman Jr, Pedro, Alma, Celia, 
Benjamin and Arturo, and other relatives. 

Her remains are at Funeraria Paz at the 
Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. In- 
torment will be announced. 
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Pacificador not likely to return 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


‘THE PHILIPPINES: request to have mur- 
der suspect Rodolfo Pacificador extra- 
ited to the country is officially “dead.” 

Justice Undersecretary Merceditas N. 
Gutierrez told reporters yesterday that 
Canada's Supreme Court has denied the 
Philippines request to file a motion for 
reconsideration of the courts ruling bar- 
ring Pacificadors extradition. 

“1 don't think he will be extradited to 
the Philippines,” Gutierrez said. "We 
asked the Canadian high courts permis- 
sion to file a motion for reconsideration 
ofits decision, but this was denied.” 

Canadian cours have blocked 
Pacificador’s extradition fearing he 
would be subjected to political perse- 
cution and serious threats to his life if 
he were sent back to face murder 
charges in the Philippines. 

Pacificador is one of 18 accused in 
the murder of former Antique Gov. 
Evelio Javier and the wounding of 


JAVIER 


several others in February 1986. 

His father, former Assemblyman Ar- 
turo Pacificador, and 11 others are on tri- 
al for their alleged roles in the murder. 

But Gutierrez, who is in charge of 
all extradition cases being handled by 
the DOJ, said that Pacificador suf- 
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COMPOSTELA VALLEY—An organization of 
small-scale miners in Mt. Diwalwal, Compostela 


Valley, is urging the environment departm 
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reconsider its proposed amendments to Adminis- 

trative Order No. 35, which concerted the Mt. Di- 

walwal mining area into a mineral reservation. 
"The Compostela Valley Federation of Mining 
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Franco Tito, CFMC founder and barangay cap- 


tain, said the farmers fear that the revisions would 
allow the government to increase its mineral pro- 
duction share in Diwalwal, currently at 15 per- 
cent, to the disadavantage of small-scale miners. 
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paying our taxes so we really want this (AO 
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VETERAN photojournalist Manuel "Maning" 
Silva died Sunday after a lingering illness. 

He is survived by his wife Zeny, children 
Renato and Mimi, Raul, Noel, Celine and Kiko 
Rosario, Lia and Kai Jugo, and grandchildren. 

Silva began his career asa trainee at the de- 
funct Philippines Herald. He next joined the. 
Philippine News Services, and then The Mani- 
la Times, covering the Manila International 


Airport and other beats. 


From the Times, he transferred to the 
Philippine Daily Erpress and later, The Manila. 


Chronicle. 


He branched out to international television 
news reporting when he was recruited by Vis- 
News Ltd. London, now called Reuters Televi- 
sion, where he worked for more than 20 


years. 


At the time of his death, he was a reporter 
for dzMM radio and ABS-CBN television, and 


photojournalist for the Manila Standard. 
He was the first photojournalist to 


sit on 


the board of the National Press Club. He 
founded the Press Photographers Association. 
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ber of the Foreign Correspondents As: 
tion of the Philippines. 
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LILIA Santos Villa, wife of retired Deputy Om- 


budsman Justice Francisco Agrava Villa, 
on April 26 at the age of 78. 


died 


Survivors include her children Angie and 
Joseph, Vickie and Rafael, Evelyn, Cordie, Jun, 


Carrie ‘and Pammy and Ed; grandchi 
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Joanne, Jay, Mishie, Gaston, Sonsoles, Raphael, 
Laurea, Ann Gabrielle and Alonzo; siblings Pac- 


quing, Ligaya, Roman Jr, Pedro, Alma, 
Benjamin and Arturo, and other relatives. 
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fered a legal setback in Canada. 

He had sought refugee status but 
the Canadian Immigration and 
Refugee Board (IRB) denied his ap- 
plication, Gutierrez said. 

This prompted Pacificador to ask 
the Federal Court of Canada last 
month to allow him to appeal the IRB 
ruling. The request was granted by the 
federal court. The appeal will be heard 
by the federal court on June 24. 

Gutierrez said that in the event 
Pacificador's appeal for refugee status 
is denied by the court, he would not 
be allowed to stay in Canada but im- 
mediately deported. 

But, she said, “I don’t think he 
would be deported to the Philip- 
pines... because deportation does not 
guarantee that a person would be 
sent back to his country of origin.” 

It was likely Pacificador would be 
deported to the United States where 
he had come from prior to going to 
Canada, she said. 
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Baywalk 


Ts of Manilans who chose to stay in the 


city for the Holy Week spent some time on the re- 
cently completed promenade by the bay which is 
called Baywalk by some. They found the promenade a 
good recreation and leisure place where one can walk, 
bike, jog, read a book or just rest on a bench and enjoy a 
cool refreshing drink. 
Early in the morning, the Baywalk is a 
EDITORIAL bikers, jogger's and walker's haven. In 
the afternoon, people sit on the seawall 
or on the benches to watch the famous sunset over Manila 
Bay and enjov the sea breeze. In the evening, they can 
stroll from one end to the other end of the promenade 
without fearing that they would be mugged or held up. 
The place is lighted by multi-colored globes that look like 
permanent parol (Christmas lanterns). These orbs are a 
delight to see at night. 

‘Some restaurants have put up cafés and kiosks that do a 
booming business on weekends. On weekends, too, some 
small bands stage concerts that draw young and old alike. 

The promenade is wide and paved with interlocking 
tiles said to be laid on a sand bed. Some environmentalists 
have expressed the fear that the tiles were embedded in 
concrete, which would prevent rainwater or seawater 
from the bay from seeping into the soil. We hope they were 
not laid on concrete because that would cause flooding of 
a portion of Roxas Boulevard during the rainy season. 

“There are many park benches, tables and chairs. There is 
one bench where a bigger-than-life bronze statue of Mayor 
Arsenio Lacson—said to be the best mayor Manila ever 
had—sits, reading a newspaper. (A shot of that statue, to- 
gether with a man reading the Inquirer, has been used to 
illustrate an INQUIRER ad.) Lovers can enjoy some privacy 
on wooden swings covered by thatched roofs. 

Some weekend fishermen try their luck with all sorts of 
fishing rods, but so far they are like the anti-graft agencies 
and officials—all they've caught are small fry and not the 
big fish. 

Overall, the promenade is good place to relax in. But 
could the planners and builders not have set aside more 
space for trees, plants or shrubs? Greens are very soothing 
to the eyes and they can help clean the city's polluted air. It 
would also be better if the seawater by the seawall could 
be cleaned of all sorts of flotsam and jetsam. The stink 
from all the detritus can tum off people with sensitive 
noses. 

Some people take a dip at the bay. We are afraid that one 
of these days, some of them may die not from drowning 
but from accidentally swallowing big amounts of the dark, 
polluted water. 

Tt would help, also, if more trash cans were placed in 
strategic places. Because of the lack of garbage recepta- 
cles, trash is often strewn around by mindless, undisci- 
plined promenaders. Street sweepers ought to be assigned. 
to the place day and night to keep it clean, 

Mayor Lito Atienza is justifiably proud of the Baywalk, 
which he said is one of the best accomplishments of his 
“Buhayin ang Maynila” urban renewal program. He started 
with the rehabilitation of Plaza Miranda and the aircondi- 
tioning of the Quiapo underpass. He would be doing the 
city a big favor if he could also revive the Escolta, which has 
gone to seed, and Rizal Avenue, which has suffered a blight 
since the Light Rail Transit was made to pass through it. 

Not all the cities and towns of Metro Manila have bays 
like Manila or rivers like Marikina, but we believe their 
mayors and boards can think of many ways to make their 
municipalities more beautiful, cleaner, less polluted and 
more receptive to civilized, not to mention, gracious living. 

For starters, why doesn’t the Metro Manila Development 
Authority get the mayors together so they can draw up an 
integrated plan for the development of more parks and mi- 
ni-forests in the metropolis? The lack of parks has driven 
people to the malls on weekends. The mall proprietors are 
not complaining, but surely a greener, more exhilarating 
and healthier alternative can be offered to the people by 
opening more parks, mini-forests and playgrounds. Parks 
are the lungs of the metropolis; they can make the air 
cleaner and less polluted. 

And for the cities and towns through which the Pasig 
River runs, the mayors could more actively support the 
continuing effort of former First Lady Ming Ramos’ Pasig 
River project to revive the waterway, Marikina's river re- 
vival project could be a model for the others. 

Metro Manila has become so polluted, so dirty and so 
ugly that any project to make living in it more bearable 
would certainly be welcome, 
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SARS will have a far-reaching impact not only 
on the health habits of Filipinos but also on their 
religious, social and political practices. The 
deadly SARS virus spreads through close per- 
sonal contact. It spreads through the air via 
droplets when an infected person coughs or 
sneezes. It can be transferred by the hand and 
through the mouth and nose. You can get it by 
merely listening to a carrier talking from across 
the table. So the fear of getting SARS will 
change the behavior of many Filipinos. 

Jaime Cardinal Sin has already advised the 
Catholic faithful not to receive holy commu- 
nion from the hands of the priest. Receive the 
host in your palm and then put it in your 
mouth yourself, he said. That does not guaran- 
tee that the host will not be infected, but since 
the advice comes from a prince of the Church, 
at least you get the feeling that God will look 
after you. 

The cardinal has also advised his flock to 
stop kissing the statues and photographs of 
saints, an idolatrous practice that infuriates 
born again Christians. That is one of the fastest 
ways to get SARS. That should diminish the 
number of people kissing the feet of the Black 
Nazarene of Quiapo or rubbing their sweep- 
stakes and lotto tickets on it. 

But what would happen to the Black 
Nazarene procession every January 9, when 
devotees fight to get near the figure of the 
Nazarene, wipe their towels on its feet or face 
and later kiss those towels? The faithful be- 
lieve that that practice banishes illness miracu- 
lously, even SARS. Will the cardinals advice 
stop that, too? The colorful Nazarene proces- 
sion will not be the same again, 

But ifthe devotees continue doing that, there 
could be less and less of them at the annual pro- 
cession as SARS inevitably takes its toll. In fact, 
just joining the procession, even without kissing. 
the Nazarene's feet, is already a very risky 
proposition. With so many people in very close 
contact, SARS can spread like wildfire. 

SARS will also change social gatherings. 
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The beso-beso may have to go. And I think forc- 
ing children to kiss the cheeks and hands of 
their elders unnecessarily puts them at risk. 

But I think the biggest impact of SARS will be 
on political practices. The virus can be trans- 
ferred by a mere handshake. And handshakes 
are synonymous with politics. One handshake 
usually translates into one vote, or at least the 
candidate hopes so. So the more hands a candi- 
date shakes, the more votes he should get. For- 
mer President Diosdado Macapagal, the incum- 
bent Presidents father, became president by 
traveling the length and breadth the archipela- 
go shaking as many hands he could reach. That 
was all he did during his term as vice president 
of President Garcia and it catapulted him to the 
presidency. Other politicians have been follow- 
ing his example ever since. But SARS will 
change all that. 

By the law of averages, the more hands you 
shake, the higher the chances that you will be 
infected with SARS. Any sensible person knows 
that handshaking is a very unhygienic and un- 
sanitary practice. The sensible Mandaluyong 
candidate Vicky Garchitorena knew that, so af- 
ter each day of campaigning, she reportedly 
washed her hands with alcohol. A sensible pre- 
caution, But when the Mandaluyong voters 
heard about it, they felt insulted and did not 
vote for her. Mandaluyong lost the chance of 
having an able and hygienic administrator. 

So what should the politician do in the face 
of the SARS threat? Should he continue with 
handshaking and risk not being able to finish 
his term or give it up completely and with itthe 
votes? 


Two more political practices that are threat- 
ened by SARS are the campaign rally and the 
campaign speech before lunches, dinners and 
meetings. The virus can be spread simply by 
talking and that is what politicians specialize 
în. They think that the more they talk, the 
more votes they get, But they could also be 
spreading plenty of SARS viruses and the 
chances are their listeners wouldn't be alive by 
election time. The smart ones may choose not 
to attend such gatherings to save themselves, 
so there would be less and less attendance at 
Rotary, Jaycee and Lions’ meetings, and so 
they will lose their appeal to politicians. 

As for campaign rallies, just attending one 
even if you don't listen to the interminable 
speeches or even get near the speakers is risky 
because so many people stand clase to one an- 
other, The chances of getting infected is very 
high. So more and more of the smart ones will 
stay away from those rallies and all that would 
be left would be the hakot crowd bought by the 
candidates, So the campaign rally will also lose 
its appeal for the candidates. 

‘The campaign effort will shift to newspaper 
advertisements, television and radio commer- 
cials, and political posters and flyers. Even the 
latter is risky because handbills passing from 
hand to hand increases the chances of spread- 
ing the virus. Voters will also prefer to listen to 
their candidates on television or read about 
them in the newspapers rather than see them 
personally and shake their hands. 

But like the silver lining behind dark clouds, 
one hopeful effect of the SARS scare is that it 
may reduce vote-buying. Why? Money is the 
dirtiest object you can touch. It is full of bacte- 
ria and germs and viruses ofall sorts, including 
SARS, So the money to be paid for votes would 
be very dirty, both figuratively and literally. 
‘That may discourage voters from accepting 
money in exchange for their votes. 

But I only said may—and I hope it does. | 
doubt if even SARS will scare people from do- 
ing this dirty deed. 


Fear in the time of SARS 


HEALTH Secretary Manuel Dayrit's admission 
that this country is no longer SARS-free is 
scary. 

Dayrit made the admission last week after 
Mauricio Catalon, who died last April 22, 
showed signs of the disease in an autopsy 
Mauricio was the father of Adela, who worked 
as a nurse in Canada but came home to Pan- 
gasinan early last month to attend to him. As 
Mauricio was suffering as well from abdominal 
cancer, nobody thought at first that he died 
from SARS. An analysis of his body revealed 
otherwise, “His lungs showed bronchopneu- 
monia,” said Dayrit, “which could have been 
the immediate cause of his death." 

So far, we've had four cases of SARS (Dayrit 
has dropped the modifier “probable,” deciding 
to err on the side of caution), including a 64- 
year-old German national who recovered and 
has left the country, and a 47-year-old Filipino 
maid in Hong Kong who just returned to her 
hometown in Eastern Samar. Mauricio is the 
first ense of the disease being contracted local- 
y. 

Jes scary for many reasons. Not the least of 
them is that it does not require any particular 
lifestyle for it to spread, which AIDS does. 
AIDS needs an intimate physical relationship 
or transfusion of contaminated blood to con- 
tract, You need only to congregate and come 
into contact with the saliva of an infected 
SARS victim to catch it. No one is sure about 
the extent ofits virulence. 

‘AIDS at least can be curbed by lessening 
promiscuity and wearing protection. You can- 
not stop people from congregating, day or 
night. Most people have to work, and some 
have to play at night in beer and karaoke hous- 
es, Well, you can minimiz SARS too by radical 
steps, such as by wearing masks and living a 
hermetic life after work, which people in the 
much ravaged countrie] like China, Hong 
Kong and Singapore have been doing of late. | 
guess thats a lifestyle chânge too, of dynastic 
proportions, 

‘What particularly scares the hell out of me 
is the question of our own preparedness to 
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meet an emergency of this scale and severity. 
Unlike the threats of foreign terrorists deto- 
mating chemical bombs in our air and water 
supply or smuggling weapons of mass de- 
struction to the MILE the threat of SARS deci- 
mating our population is not phantasmagoric. 
It is real. It is nothing to reduce to text jokes. 
Heaven forbid the ghastly irony that we 
dredged up demons to defend the indefensi- 
ble only to be defenseless when visited by real 
ones. 

‘The saving grace is that Dayrit is on top of 
this thing. I know Manolet and can say with 
confidence there's no one more devoted to 
health than he. That doesn't mean my fears 
have been laid to rest. At the very least, the 
problem lies well beyond the DOH, it lies with 
public attitudes, We are not the most disci- 
plined of peoples, For many reasons. Most of us 
will not naturally seek medical help at the first 
sign of trouble for the simple reason that we 
cannot afford it, Well wait till we cough blood 
before we consult a doctor—and only after try- 
ing all sorts of medicines, traditional and mod- 
ern, herbal and chemical, first. 

‘We do have communities that still try to ex- 
orcise kulam before reporting afflictions, More 
generally, we have a community that often re- 
poses its faith in prayer over antibiotics. Many 
of its members are to be found in prayer rallies 
on weekends. I'm not knocking prayer, but it 
should be employed only as a last resort. Pm 
not a control freak, but I'm terrified by the pic- 
ture that says, “There but for the grace of God 
goes the Fil i 

On top of all this, we have our notorious cul- 
ture of privilege and “exceptionalism.” In other 
countries, like Singapore and Hong Kong, 


you'll see people wearing colored arm bands 
and whole places being quarantined. They do 
not particularly like it, but they do not make a 
fuss about it. That applies to rich and poor, 
weak and powerful. I don't know if the same 
thing can be done here. The people who rou- 
tinely sportsirens in their cars and are escorted 
on busy streets by motorcycle-riding cops on 
an ordinary day, are not bound to be very 
docile when herded at Naia and other public 
places. The rule applies to everyone, except 
them—or so they think. Several congressmen 
did suggest that the President was exempt 
from quarantine when returning home from 
her travels. 

Well, the bad news is that SARS, like death, 
is the great leveler, It lays low maids and may 
ors, lords and lepers, paupers and presidents. 

T can only hope this apocalyptic vision com- 
pels us to discov “ae virtue of d,-cipline arc 
the wisdom of vigilance, as adversity has a way 
of making us do. Look how we rise to heroic 
heights during earthquakes, volcanic erup 
tions and other eataclysms. | don't particularly 
mind that people spread fearful rumors about 
the spread of the disease, The real virus as far 
as we Filipinos are concerned is not paranoia 
but smugness, Better to err on the side of fear. 
“This is one catastrophe that isn’t met by gal 
lows humor, the gallows being a good bet to 
follow the humor. This is one adversity where 
the lessons, when they come, are bound to be 
too late. 

‘Additionally, 1 hope this hellish pass com 
pels us to see with blinding clarity how utterly 
skewed our priorities are, GMA has just passed 
a budget that gives P42.6 billion to the military 
and P10.4 billion to health, Dayrit hasn't much 
to go on. That of course îs not unique to us but 
applies to te country we worship as well. The 
UN reckons that just a tenth of US military ex 
penditures, or $40 billion, would be enough to 
give everyone on this planet the basic essen 
tials of life, That probably applies to eradicat 
ing disease too. I's human folly that has driven 
us to this pass. But that îs another story. 

One best left to when we survive this one, 
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AT noon today, a group of senators and representa- 
tives will sit down to a luncheon hosted jointly by 
Senators Edgardo Angara and Robert Barbers and 
Speaker Jose de Venecia atthe Mandarin Hore 
‘Their urgent topic is Charter change and the three 
hosts are expected to push for a constituent assem- 
bly as the superior way of effecting change, in- 
stead of a, constitutional convention. Angara and 
Barbers authored the Senate resolution pushing 
for a constituent assembly while De Venecia is the 
prime mover in the House, together with other 
epresentatives like Eduardo Nachura, Gerry Es- 
pina and Constantino Jaraula, who got the assem- 
bly proposal approved by an overwhelming major- 
ityin March. The bicameral group pushing for con- 
stitutional reforms that’s meeting today is obvious- 
ly aware that time is of the essence. But its also 
buoyed by the thought that more senators are now 
open to the idea of a constituent assembly: Reports 
indicate that a dozen senators are in favor of t 
For more than a year now, Cecile Alvarez and I 
have been running a 9:15 p.m. Sunday radio 
program over dzRH on various efforts by the 
government as well as the private sector to alle- 
viate poverty Lately we have been so excited by 
the concept of the Macapagal administration's 
“Strong Republic Nautical Highway.” more pop- 
ularly known as the “Roll-On, Roll-Off” Terminal 
System that we didn’t rest till we succeeded in 
getting Land Bank chair Vitaliano Nañagas as 
Our guest despite his very busy schedule. 
Listening to him last Sunday (he will be on 
the program again this Sunday) proved even 
more exciting, as he described how the Roro 
concept spelled out by President Macapagal's 
Executive Order 170 will develop the country's 
“western seaboard.” This western seaboard 
will complement the Pan-Pacific Highway in the 
eastern part that runs from Manila through Bi- 
col and Eastern Visayas up to Surigao down to 
Davao, The beauty of the Roro concept is that it 
will stir up domestic torte as well as link up 
farm and fish products with markets elsewhere 
in a more efficient and less costly manner. 
‘How? By “stringing” the various islands in our 


POLITICAL 
TIDBITS 


archipelago, from Manila, through Mindoro, 
Panay, Negros Oriental and all the way to 
Dipolog in Northwestern Mindanao. What has 
emerged is a kind of “nautical highway” where 
the Roros in effect become a series of "floating. 
bridges" between the islands. As a result, i 
stead of goods being loaded and unloaded in 
ships at various ports, affecting the freshness 
of, say, vegetables and fish, trucks carrying 
them can now simply get on the Roro and roll to 
where the goods are needed. 

Nañagas noted that the annual spillage in the 
roduction of com, 70 percent of which comes 

m Mindanao, amounts to about P4.5 billion, 
while the total wastage of farm products runs up 
to about P35 billion, mainly because of poor stor- 
age and transport facilities. Nabubulok, thus com- 
pounding the problems of poor farmers. On the 
other hand, there are some 2,000 hectares of fish 
farms in the hinterlands of Dipolog that are under- 
roducing, while in Metro Manila and elsewhere 
sh prices go up during certain seasons because of 
inadequate supply. This does not include the vast 
expanse of the China Sea under Philip 
that are now being used by Taiwanese and Indone- 
sian fishermen perhaps because Filipino fisher- 
men are not encouraged to produce more fish due 
to transport problems. The Roro system comes in 
tolink up producers and consumers and it's easyto 
see how this will help alleviate poverty among 
farmers and fisherfolk. 

AS Nafiagas explained it, this project is an in- 
ter-agency effort. The DOTC supervises the build- 
ing of modern ports and the DPWH builds access 
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roads to the ports, so that the DTI can invite in- 
vesta coon n wit more oro bos ot mod. 
em silos for grains storage and refrigeration facil- 
(ca for vegetables and fish, ete. On the other 
hand, the finance ‘will help look for 
fund sources for these projects, while the DBP will 
provide long-term loans to investors at low inter- 
est rates. The DBP chair revealed that while Roros 
cost between P50 million and 80 million each, the 
DBP can lend up to 70 percent of the amount to 
worthy investors. —— 


Perhaps what I like most is the fact that with 
the Roro, we Filipinos can now afford to travel 
around our country and see for ourselves its 
beauty, which foreigners say is second to none. 
Cecile and I relished with Nafiagas the idea that 
bus passengers can now travel to Boracay at a 
cost of only P600 for a little over half a day by 
land and sea. Thus, Boracay now will no longer 
be the exclusive enclave of the rich. The Roro also 
opens up places like Puerto Galera in Mindoro, 
Iloilo, Dumaguete and Dipolog. Dumaguete is so 
scenic, with its famed Apo Reef which, according 
to divers, is more beautiful than anything Bali or 
‘Australia has to offer. Lovely Dipolog is next door 
to Dapitan where Rizal went on exile and fell in 
love with the place. Scenic Puerto Galera is just 
an hour's Roro ride from the Batangas port. This 
May 1-4 holiday lets take advantage of the Roro. 

Being an outspoken cleric, Fr. Robert Reyes, 
former parish priest of the UP Catholic com- 
munity in Diliman who was recently trans- 
ferred to the Parish of the Miraculous Medal in 
Project 4, Quezon City, has stirred enough con- 
troversy to last a lifetime. Even his running for 
various militant causes has caught the ire of 
critics who say that's all he seems to do. But 
few know that in the seven years that he shep- 
herded the UP community, Father Robert also 
put in a lot of studying in addition to running. 
last Sunday he was among those who 
marched at the UP commencement exercises, 
earning a doctorate in anthropology, with his 
500-page thesis written in Pilipino. 


Malice in the e-mail 


TM GRATEFUL to Inquirer Online columnist Billy 
Esposo for warning his fellow opinion writers in 
this paper about how our names sre being hi 
jacked by bogus e-mail correspondents. 

‘As Conrad de Quiros wrote in his column yes- 
terday, people using his and my name have been 
referring columns written by other people that 
‘would tend to contradict our own views, specifi- 
cally on the war in Iraq, to other columnists like 
Billy. As Conrad points out, he has enough to do 
answering his e-mail to take the time and bother 
to forward the columns of others, especially those 
writing for rival papers. 

Tmean, helloco? Ies all we can do to find time 
to churn out columns every blessed day to make 
sure Inquirer readers are entertained and enlight- 
ened (or incensed and irritated). Wherever and 
whyever would we find the time and energy to di- 
rect others to read our rivals? 

When I could still access my Inquirer e-mail 
box, I used to get mail from columnists in other 
papers, too, only to open the messages and find 
either drivel (a sure sign a virus had hopped on to 
i) or some other person's article. But since the 
columnists were my friends and I knew where 
they stood on certain issues, just ignored the at- 
tachments and forwards. If my friends wanted to 
convince me to take a certain stand, they could 
very well pick up the phone and invite me to 
lonch! 

1don't know who's using this very crude form. 
of I don’t know, is it exactly black propaganda? 1 
guess it would be if the columnists lm supposed 
{bbe forwarding aren't exactly the soul of erudi- 
tion. I have my suspicions about who could be 
borrowing my name, but I'm too lazy to investi 
gate, Anyone who gets forwards from me, then, 
had better be warned that! have neither time nor 
inclination to make others read articles that I had 
no hand in creating. 

BUT while we're at it, | might as well say here 
that I haven't had access to my “inquirer.com” 
e-mail box for almost a year now. There’s some 
technical glitch or other at work here, but no 
one has so far come up with a workable solu- 
tion. Meantime, I use a personal e-mail ad- 


IT started out with Baclaran many years ago, with 
the constant threat of the police every now and 
then getting a fit of energy and driving the ven- 
dors off like Christ did at the temple to the money 
changers, Obviously it didn’t work; on the con- 
trary there seem to be even more of them these 
days. Amid all those dusters and maid's uniforms, 
you find the best seafood market in town and, if 
you're adventurous, there are cooks at the back 
‘who will whip out a dish of prawns in chili sauce 
in no time at all that you can eat right there or 
take home for a family meal, 

Baclaran however was only copying Divisoria, 
a market that has been there as far back as any- 
one of us can temember and more. It probably 
started with Father Benavidez and the Parian out- 
side Intramuros and has only recently been al- 
tered with the construction of a mall with a wet 
market in the basement. But all around it are the 
usual vendors clogging up the narrow streets like 
they've always done. 

Tm told by the cognoscenti that these are most- 
ly smuggled items fronting for deep nefarious for- 
bidden goods, but since when did that bother any 
of us? The goods are packed tight into stalls so 
you need tremendous patience to find sizes (any- 
thing larger than a two) and fit a pair of pants 
over the ones you're wearing! (If you're smart 
wear a skirt instead.) There are Guccis, Pradas, 
Diors, Chanels, Coach wallets and bags and any 
name brand ever thought of in God's kingdom. 
Why bother to travel to bazaars out of the country 
when we have our very own souks? 

"The good news is that yes, they do carry size 
XXXL in Capri stretch pants in practically al! col- 
ors of the rainbow. There are as well cotton T- 
shirts bearing the names Polo and Lacoste for the 
princely sum of P45. I have actually seen an ele- 
gant house in Corinthian Village with furnishings 
totally upholstered în material from Divisoria. 
Hey, don't knock it. The textile wasn't any cheapy, 
cheapy stuff even ifthe price was below P100 per 
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dress for electronic correspondence, and I do 
apologize to everyone who's written to my In- 
quirer address and has been met with silence. I 
haven't said anything about this because I've 
been hoping the bright boys in our LT. section 
could find a solution to my problem, but so far, 
zilch. Meantime, if you really want to reach me 
by e-mail, you can write our opinion section 
and I hope they'll forward your messages to 
me. 

So if anyone receives a message, forward or 
attachment using my Inquirer address, you 
can be sure it’s fake because it can't have come 
fromme. 

Isn't it fascinating how the Internet, which 
was invented to facilitate and protect the free 
flow of information around the world, is now 
being used for al sorts of criminal and mali- 
cious activity? We may come up with the most 
dazzling technical innovations for the loftiest 
of avowed purposes. But trust human beings 
to use this same technology for the basest of 
reasons and desires. 

Tim Burners Lee, 


look what you've 
wrought! 


NOTES: I met with a classmate from high school 
în Maryknoll, Dr. Lillian Lopez-Villafuerte, who's 
now a dermatologist holding clinic at the Manila 
Doctor's Hospital, Medical Plaza Ortigas and The 
Medical City. 

“Lilliput,” as we called her in high school, also 
happens to chair the Philippine Environmental 
and Occupational Dermatology Group (PEODG) 
which is marking its second anniversary on July 
26. The Group is seeking NGOs and other civic 
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meter. However, you won't find Chintz, but on the 
other hand hear Laura Ashley isn't in any more. 

If you're not after adding to your already over- 
flowing closets more pants and shirts, there's the 
pearl tiangge at Virra Mall to warm the coldest 
heart. Pm told necklaces of gold, grey, pink and 
bluish pearls are the latest fad. Even Vogue fea- 
tured our time-honored Muslim traders recently. 
Neither are peari the only things you find: there 
are turquoises so cheap one of the ladies said they 
must have been wood painted blue. This worried 
our balikbayan friend no end, so she ended up 
taking them to a jeweler to have them authenti- 
cated. Yes, they were turquoise but “very low 
quality" Considering the price, low grade or not, 
it was a bargain and pretty to boot. 

Aside from turquoises you find amber (or 
maybe they were amber-amberan, as they call the 
plastic ones), coral, agates, azabache, garnets, 
amethysts, jade and all kinds of jewelry to match 
the finery you bought at the Divisoria Mall. At a 
dinner in Baguio, our hostess wore burgundy-col- 
ored pants and shirt from Divi, red beads from 
Virra Mall and ruby earrings from Burma (her 
own). Like she herself said, she thought and felt 
truly elegant from the sublime to the ridiculous, 

Leaving Manila and all the low-land tiangge be- 
hind, we took off one evening for Baguio. The fol- 
lowing day (or maybe we did have the decency to 
wait another day), there we were in the late after. 
noon browsing at the Mines View Park tiangge. 
(All those woolens are very easy to resist if you 


groups it can partner with in medical outreach 
Projects and lectures to raise awareness about 
various environmental and occupational skin dis- 
eases and problems. Those interested may con- 
tact Dr. Villafuerte or any of the other officers of 
the PEODG: vice-chair Dr. Nenita L. Alberto, sec- 
retary Dr. Ma. Angela Lavadia, treasurer Dr. Noe- 
mi S. Ramos, PRO Dr. Cecilia T. Marcelo, and 
board members Drs. Jesusa B. Tan, Bernadette. 
Arcilla and Gertrude Chan. 

MEANTIME, the Philippine Association of Re- 
tired Persons (Parp) held its annual conven- 
tion last Saturday, April 26 at the Insular Life 
Auditorium in Makati. 

Organized in 1999, Parp was founded to ad- 
dress “the injustice heaped upon retirees who 
for many years continue to receive an average 
monthly pension way below minimum wage.” 
Ithas since fought for increased pensions and 
other benefits of retirees from both the Social 
Security System and the GSIS. 

In a letter to the members, Parp president 
‘Amado Cabaero sounded the alarm on the fi- 
nancial status of the SSS, which according toa 
COA audit rt has a negative balance of 
about P1.7 as of 2001. The Parp study 
unearthed what it calls “many cases of irregu- 
lar loans and investments of SSS (that) paint- 
ed a picture of criminal complicity and gross 
infidelity of the then top SSS officials to the 
best interest of the SSS members.” 

‘While Parp has taken the initiative to hale to. 
court the SSS officials responsible for the sorry 
financial state of the institution (led by former 
SSS president Carlos Arellano), Cabaero says 
the association alone cannot do much. “To be 
really effective and be counted as a force to 
contend with, all 24 million SSS members 
need to unite and, as owners of SSS, express 
publicly their public indignation at the rav- 
aging of the SSS.” 

You don't have to be a retiree to feel threat- 
ened by the looming bankruptcy of the SSS. If 
you're an employee in the private sector (like 
mel), then your future is at stake. Let your 
voice be heard now! 


‘Tiangge’ on my mind 


shop in the heat of day) This time we were buy- 
ing shawls in all colors of the rainbow, again to 
match the you-know-whats we had earlier ac- 
quired at the other tiangge. This may have been 
carrying the color coding to the umpteenth de- 

which would have had my late husband 
shaking his head at all this frivolity. So if you have 
the misfortune of running into-me one of these 
fine days, you may find me wearing a pair of lime- 
colored pants (Divisoria) topped by a lime-col- 
ored cotton blouse (Tutuban) with Virra Mall 
green jade (?) around my neck and wrist. If look 
slightly green around the gills, well...as the Bible 
says, life is short. 

‘A lot of ladies go shopping at these various 
places for the sheer pleasure, but there are others 
‘who make it a business. You can actually create 
necklaces of different beads and have them string 
them up in whatever design you want. Another 
balikbayan friend went around with a Chanel ad 
of pearl accessories to copy. She may well have 
been the envy of her circle of friends when she re- 
turned home. They would have thought she won 
thelotto, 

One afternoon I actually saw the Lady of the 
Shoes going from stall to stall with her entourage, 
happily entertained. I couldn't help thinking of 
Buchellatti, Cartier and sundry big-time jewelers 
she had frequented in her hey-day. Shopping be- 
ing addictive, I presume it’s fun, quality notwith- 
standing. 

While ies true that Filipinas can tell you where 
to shop for the best buys anywhere in the world, it 
may not be a bad idea if we advertised our diffe 
enttiangee in tle same way as the souk in Damas 
cus (presently — * of bounds), Cairo (wouldn't 
advise it er'er, Istanbul and other famous 
bazaars. Obvion sly the street markets of the Ori- 
ent and the alleys of Hong Kong are also no-nos at 
the moment. These may be a couple of hundred 
years older than Virra Mall, but Binondo can't be 
that far behind and is just as much fun. 
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A season of gratitude 


1AM at peace with myself. To others, to those outside looking 
in, it would look as if I have no reason to feel that way: I have 
left my thesis unfinished and I remain unmarried although I 
am nearing 30. Yet I feel strangely happy. Comforted. Con- 
tent. 

Thave read somewhere that one must be grateful for what 
one has before he can appreciate other good things. I am 
grateful for the pre- 
sent, and I savor ev- 
ery moment of it. 

Tam turning 30 in 
May. 1 don't feel it, 
because I don't know 
what a 30-year old 
should be feeling 
like. Sometimes peo- 
ple tell me I dont 
look it, but I guess 
they are being kind. 

T know this year will be full of magic! It is going to be a 
turning point for me. I feel like I am on the verge of every- 
thing, after walking around in circles for years. | am finally 
coming to grips with a lot of things: anger, sadness, anxiety, 
hopes, fears, happy memories, my life purpose, my goals în 
life. I had lived too much in my mind, too much in the past, 
and worried over a future that might not even happen. | 
had been weighed down by ifs, buts and what-ifs, not con- 
tent with next times or just-do-its. I didn’t live in the pre- 
sent. 

Winter: I lost my father in 2001, and it devastated the 
family. I felt it personally. I saw him die in the hospital. 1 
talked to him as they tried to revive him. I got angry at the 
doctors for being too slow. 

‘To rub salt on my wound, I lost my job a few months later. 
That same year, Iost touch with a man I had loved forever. 

1 decided that I needed a break. My head and my heart 
needed silence. I gave myself a year to heal, not only from 
the pain of loss, but from the pain of not knowing why I was 
alive. 

So I took a break, still feeling the pain. Sometimes numb- 
ness took over. lived like there was no tomorrow, unthinl 
ing, unfeeling. I rested. I slept. I drowned my fears and tears 
în food, 

But fate doesn't keep you in a funk forever. After all that 
misery, I got back the three most important things in my life: 
my family, my love and an eternal hope in good things. 

‘Spring: My love came back one chilly December morning 
to ask me out for movie and lunch. We had been friends for a 
longtime, and I loved him in my heart but he was attached to 
somebody else. So keeping my feelings in check, and re- 
signed to a lifetime of friendship with him (good thing he 
wasn't married yet), I said yes to the friendly invitation. He 
told me he wanted to go with me when I went back to our 
place. He said he loved me. 

Tasked about his status, and he told me he still needed to 
get out of his present relationship. With tears in my eyes, I 
told him he should come back only when he could be solely 
mine. I was tired of being a friend to someone I had loved for 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. — Ed. 


He came back a month later, happily disengaged from a 
long-distance relationship that was going nowhere, We have 
never been apart ever since. 

Summer: After living without direction, I woke up one day 
with a clue to my life purpose: inspiring women, I decided 
that my year in isolation could also be spent discovering my 
true purpose. I enrolled in baking and catering classes, took a 
seminar on coaching, and attended a class on how to publish 
a book. bought a big oven, and when I felt sad, I would bake 
cakes and cookies to sell. I would knead bread dough when 1 
needed to think. would frost a cake when I needed time out 
from my sadness. 

The pain of losing our father drew the remaining family 
members together. 1 had breakfast with mother every day. I 
spent time with my brothers, eating out, grocery shopping, 
having weekly meetings where we shared our hopes and 
dreams. Spending time together gave us a chance to sort out 
petty grievances and iron out differences, 

Forgiveness was happening in our midst, around me, in- 
side me. found out that it was never too late to forgive any- 
one or anything. Nothing was big enough not to be forgiven. 

Fall: I resolved to enjoy my life and make the most of it. 1 
had gotten depressed after I lost my dad, my work and my 
love. I knew I also lost the spark in me a while back. Defeats 
and trials dragged me down, and gave up momentarily. 

1 resolved to get back on my feet. I knew bigger things 
were in store for me. Thad to fight the pain and lethargy, Af- 
tera year devoted to discovering myself, | knew what Thad to 
doin my life. 

The third gift received was hope—hope that bigger, bet- 
ter and brighter things will come. I knew it was my responsi- 
bility to myself not to hold back despite the harshness of life 
at times, I continued to make my affirmations, tried to visu- 
alize my dream life, did meditations and prayers, took long 
walks and did yoga when I remembered. I kept smiling 
though my heart felt like it was being torn apart. I smiled 
even as I was humiliated and made to feel insignificant. 1 
prayed more as my bills mounted and my savings declined. 

Hope came as a gift. From that year of isolation, I learned. 
the meaning of gratitude, 1 picked up from where Thad left 
off. I was thankful for getting a new chance at life. I started 
my own gift company, and accepted some writing and PR 
work. I baked cakes and made confections to sell. 1 studied 
web design and submitted articles on the web, I went back to 
my unfinished thesis and begen writing articles again. 

I was able to do all this because my heart kept saying 
thank you for whatever life shoved my way. found strength 
because hope and gratitude was always in me, never failing 
me, keeping me safe, keeping my faith. 

Gratitude doesn’t mean being thankful only when good 
things happen. It means being able to look heavenwards 
even if people throw stones at you and you feel you are in a 
big hole with nothing to your name, It is being grateful for 
past accomplishments, including the mistakes you made, 
‘which taught you some lessons. It is expecting good things to 
come your way, soon, maybe tomorrow, maybe 10 years 
from now, Gratitude is being able to look at life in its totality 
and saying things are never better. 

Next month 1 will be 30. I am looking forward to it. 
‘Though I have nothing of substance—yet—to give to the 
world, know God is working in me as write, slowly guiding 
me to where I ought to be. am in no hurry. All good things 
will happen in their own time, I have all I need: my gifts, my 
family, my love and my friends. I also have a hope that refus- 
es to be extinguished. Things are fine, and I really feel it in- 
side my heart. My singing, smiling heart says everything is 
okay. 

‘Thank you, Universe. am happy to be alive! 


KM Del Rosario, 29, is a creative writer who owns a tiara, 
dances when she feels like it and bakes edible gifts. She is busy į 
coming up with a seminar for young women and doing some | 
writing work. 


Privatization 
a big success ; 


THIS is to correct some facts in the special 
report datelined Kyoto, Japan, "Water ex- 
perts discuss big flop,” last April 17. 1 
"would like to state that the privatization 
ofthe water industry is nota big flop since 
water services have vastly improved. 

We at the MWSS see Maynilad as the 
only failure but not the whole privatiza- 
tion project. This failure could be Mayni- 
lad's own doing as the government has 
granted nearly all its demands. 

Many firms have shown interest to in- 
vest in lieu of Maynilad. Several provi 
sions in the concession agreement have 
assured continued water services when 
problems, such as Maynilad's, arise. Thus, 
the problems of Maynilad would be con- 
fined to the court of law. 

"The price of tap water is relatively low- 
er today than during pre-privatization 
time when the MWSS was still running 
the water services. This is based on the 
consumer price index—considering the 
foreign currency losses, capital expendi- 
tures, government subsidy of salaries of 
personnel and others. 

"To stress the success of privatization, 
the other half of the concession, being run 
by Manila Water Company Inc., continues 
to earn profits. It declared a net income of 
P553 million for the year 2002. 
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Also, there are now 9.8 million people 
who have connections compared to only 
7.3 million people prior to privatization, 
ora 34 percent increase. The water cover- 
age was only 67 percent then and now it 
is 92 percent, or a 34 percent increase. 
The daily availability of water also im- 
proved from 17 hours to today's 21 hours, 
or 24 percent increase. Water production 
also increased by 44 percent, from only 
2,800 million liters daily (mld) to the pre- 
sent 4,026 mld. 

Even the services extended to the ur- 
ban poor today under the Water Improve- 
ment Project for Depressed Areas were 
noted with some 127,640 households en- 
joying water connections after years of 
living with none. 

‘These figures are only a few among 
many other successes of privatization. We 
cannot imagine how some people still 
perceive the privatization of the water in- 
dustry as a failure. 

EDUARDO C. SANTOS, chief regulator, 

MWSS Regulatory Office, Manila 


Baseless charges in Tulfo’s column 


IN YET another one of his baseless and 
‘unsubstantiated accusations, Ramon Tul- 
fo in his column on March 12, 2003, 
claimed that “Macala allows inmates at 
the National Bilibid Prisons maximum se- 
curity compound to have cellular phones 
in their cells. In fact, he sold them those 
cell phones.” 

This latest tirade against my person 
was made to ridicule my order to have 
former Mayor Rey Yap's cell inspected, 
which Tulfo said was “just a put-on." 

Iam filing another libel suit against 


‘Tulfo and will continue to do so for as 
long as he continues to peddle lies against 
me, much as I don't relish it. It seems that 
the only recourse of a public offi 
against people of Tulfo's kind are the 
courts of law, for no matter how they twist 
the truth, they will always have the last 
word. Its up to Tulfo to prove his accusa- 
tions in court where I'm sure he will be 
proven wrong. 
—COL. RICARDO B. MACALA (Ret.), 
director, Department of Justice Bureau of 
Corrections, Muntinlupa City 
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So clean and bright 


SOME medical professionals sometimes 
talk about SARS being "airborne," an 
unfortunate choice of terms because în 
Filipino, this translates into “hangin,” 
literally "the wind," evoking images of 
the SARS virus traveling long distances 
to infect entire communities. 

This just isn't the case, as we are see- 
ing in the Philippines. Last Sunday, the 
Department of Health declared Baran- 
gay Vacante in Alcala, Pangasinan, 
SARS-free. 

This was the home village of A.C., the 
first confirmed local case of SARS. A.C. 
died last April 14, upon which the DOH 
placed her entire barangay under quar- 
antine. The two-week observation peri- 
od ended Sunday and except for four 
households that were in very close con- 
tact with A.C., the entire barangay has 
now been declared SARS-free. 

Remember A.C. also went around 
Manila, Tarlac and Pampanga, attending 
a wedding and looking for healers for her 
sick father, but all her social contacts are 
uninfected. So far, only one person has 
been confirmed infected, and this was 
her father, who was already very sick 
with cancer. In the next week or so we 
should know for sure if A.C.s other close 
contacts were infected. 

Buteven without waiting for the final 
outcome of the A.C. case, we just need 
to look at the more than 4000 SARS cas- 
es worldwide. Most of these infections 
occurred in hospital settings, mainly af- 
fecting medical staff and other hospital 
workers. A cause for concern are the 
dusters of infection in Hong Kong's 
housing complexes, especially the 300 
or so cases in the Amoy Gardens, which 
suggest there might be environmental 
factors at work, for example, poor waste 
disposal. But scientists still agree the 
SARS virus cannot travel long distances 
through the air. 

What then do we mean by droplets? 
This would be material containing the 
germs, and would be mainly mucus 
from SARS patients. The droplets are 
spread when the patient coughs, 
sneezes or spits, which propels the 
viruses by as much as a meter. This îs 
why health officials say you need “close 
contact” with a SARS patient. 

A patient with SARS could also pass 
the virus through the hands. For exam- 


ple, if the patient covers his mouth or 
nose while coughing or sneezing, the 
virus would then transfer to the hands, 
and can then be passed on to other peo- 
ple, either through actual contact, for 
example through handshakes, or 
through inanimate objects, which could 
be anything from elevator buttons to 
phone handsets. Note that the SARS 
virus doesn't survive that long outside of 
the body so its still close person-to-per- 
son contact that’s most problematic. 

Given all these facts, how does one 
prevent SARS transmission? 

Face masks? Medical scientists be- 
lieve the masks work more against fear 
than against bugs. Many face masks be- 
ing sold, including surgical masks, don't 
effectively filter out viruses in the first 
place. To work against the SARS virus, 
the World Health Organization (WHO) 
specifies that one has to use respirators 
with a specification that's NOS or better. 
The “N95” means that if the mask is 
properly fitted, î will have a 95 percent 
filter efficiency against particles, down 
to 3 microns in diameter. (The SARS 
virus is from 1 to 2 microns.) 

‘These respirators are actually recom- 
mended more for patients with SARS, to 
prevent them from spreading the virus. 
Health workers coming in close contact 
with the patients, and medical laborato- 
ry workers handling materials that may 
have SARS, are also advised to use the 
respirators. For other people, especially 
when you're outdoors, the masks just 
aren't useful against the SARS virus. 

How about sterilization and disinfec- 
tion? Sterilization destroys all types of 
germs, but this is possible only by using 
laboratory autoclaving, involving high 
temperatures applied under steam pres- 
sure. This is done only in hospitals and 
medical laboratories. 

For non-medical settings, disinfec- 
tion is the next best option. Disinfection 
kills most microorganisms, usually on 


inanimate surfaces or objects that may 
have germs, e. table tops, floors, 
phones, escalator railings. There are 
several chemical disinfectants but the 
most common one goes by, the fancy 
name of sodium hypochlorite, but is bet- 
ter known as bleach or chlorox. Sodium 
hypochlorite comes in different 
strengths so you should just follow the 
instructions on the product labels for 
the proper dilution. 

SARS gives health educators a chance 
to get back to the basics în personal and 
environmental hygiene. This should be 
as good a time as any to try to convince 
people to curb the “freedom of spit,” al- 
though admittedly, spitting may not be 
as infectious as sneezing and coughing. 

Ultimately though, the most dramati- 
cally effective way of preventing many 
diseases, including SARS, is plain hand- 
‘washing. I talked to Dr. Consorcia Li 
Quizon, OIC of the DOH's National Epi- 
demiology Center, and she says one 
study after another has shown the effec- 
tiveness of handwashing for preventing 
many diseases, including SARS. 

1 checked with the latest edition of 
the WHO's Laboratory Biosafety Manu- 
al, and there, in between discussions 
about fancy autoclaving equipment and 
chemical germicides, was this simple 
advice: “In most situations, thorough 
washing of hands with ordinary soap 
and water is sufficient to decontaminate 
them..Hands should be thoroughly 
lathered with soap, using friction, for at 
least 10 s (seconds), rinsed in clean wa- 
ter and dried using a clean paper or 
doth towel (if available, warm-air 
hand dryers are also recommended). 

If you don’t have access to water, 
WHO has this advice: “alcohol-based 
hand-rubs should be used to decontami- 
nate lightly soiled hands.” Note that if 
you use alcohol itself, it should have a 
70 percent concentration to be effec- 
tive. 

“To reiterate, this is the best time to 
get people back to health basics: curb- 
ing the freedom of spit, covering the 
mouth when coughing or sneezing, and 
hand-washing. Get the kids started on 
that last habit, accompanied by that old 
song: “Ihave two hands, the left and the 
right. Hold them up high, so clean and 
bright..." And SARS-free. 
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Nokor to South: 
Stay off dispute 


‘SEOUL —North Korea told South Korea on Monday that it should not meddle in. 
‘a standoff over the communist North's suspected nuclear weapons, calling it a 
dispute between Pyongyang and Washington. 


Ina second day of Cabinet-level talks in Py- 
'ongyang, North Korea's capital, South Korean 
delegates again demanded that the North 
abandon any nuclear weapons development, 
citing a 1992 inter-Korean agreement to keep. 
the Korean Peninsula nuclear-free. 

Northern negotiators stonewalled the nu- 
clear discussion. 

“The Northern side reiterated that the nu- 
clear issue is a matter between the North and 
the United States,” said a statement from the 
South Korean government. “But they said they 
wanted to resolve the matter peacefully.” 

‘The talks, which began Sunday, are sched- 
uled to end Tuesday. 

‘Seoul officials said North Korean delegates 
had not confirmed a US claim that during talks 
in Beijing last week they told an American en- 
voy that they may test, sell or use atomic 
‘weapons, depending on Washington's actions. 

Instead, they reiterated that the North made a 
“new, bold” proposal to the United States during 
the Beijing talks, but did not elaborate, South Ko- 
rean spokesperson Shin Eun-sang said. 

US officals did not reveal the North's propos- 
al, but South Korea's JoongAng Ilbo newspaper, 
quoting unidentified diplomatic sources, report- 
ed Monday that North Korea proposed to give up 

„its nuclear programs in return for a nonaggres- 
sion treaty and normalization of "political and 
economicrelations" with the United States. 

The administration of US President George 
W. Bush has ruled out such a treaty, but US of- 
ficials have said some form of written security 
guarantee could be possible. North Korea says 

„it fears being invaded by the United States fol- 

‘lowing the Iraq war. 

‘During Sunday's talks, North Korea called 

‘for “united efforts of all the Koreans” to “reject 

‘the unilateral strong-arm action of foreign 


forces... . and prevent the danger of war,” said 
the North's official news agency, KCNA. 

Such remarks reflect the North's longstand- 
ing policy of driving a wedge between the 
South and its main ally, the United States. 

The North tried to shift the focus of the talks 
to linking cross-border railways and other eco- 
nomic projects with South Korea that are part 
of a reconciliation process that grew out of a 
historic North-South summit in June 2000. 

During a visit Sunday to an unidentified 
“frontline unit,” North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-il was satisfied that his soldiers were 
ready to repulse “any surprise attack of the 
enemy at one stroke," and gave “guidelines in 
further increasing the unit's combat capabili- 
ty" KCNA said. 

It said North Korean soldiers were deter- 
mined to “become human bombs in safe- 
guarding the headquarters of the revolution 
and wipe out any invaders.” 

Washington believes North Korea has one or 
two atomic bombs and may be trying to make 
more. North Korea has indicated that it would 
never abandon its nuclear programs unless 
‘Washington signs a nonaggression treaty. 

During the Beijing talks, US officials said 
North Korea also claimed that it had reprocessed 
8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods—a key step in pro- 
ducing nuclear weapons that could yield several 
more bombs within months. Some speculate that 
Pyongyang may be bluffing. 

‘The White House has said it will confer 
with allies about possibly seeking UN sanc- 
tions against North Korea. Pyongyang says it 
would consider international sanctions a 
“declaration of war” 

Washington has said it wants the “verifi- 
able and irreversible” elimination of the 
North's nuclear weapons programs. AP 


For my son's asthma and 
my allergic rhinitis, ABS Bitter 
Herbs works for us. 
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= have allergic and productive cough every me I wake-up in the morning. 
Being in he medical fed, | took the best and the most expensive medical 
‘medicines but fo no avail. Afer taking 4 capsules of ABS Bitter Herbs for 
3 days, I started to breathe better and the cough never came back. 
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ABS Bitter Herbs, The only vegetable supplement thats packed 

‘wh 7 Power Herbs. A potent mix of natural herbs and vegetables 

that helps contro! body ailments. Wilh exercise and a healthy 
diet, ABS Biter Herbs keeps you energized all-day long! 
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An American heritage with proud traditions has now planted its roots in Tanauan City, Batangas. 


Since January 1, 2003, the world's No. 1 cigarette brand, MARLBORO, and the country's premium 
menthol cigarette PHILIP MORRIS 100's have been rolling out of Philip Morris Philippines 
Manufacturing Inc.'s brand new, multi-billion peso state-of-the-art manufacturing plant in Tanauan City. 


The $300 million plant will be formally inaugurated in May. 


With our world class facility and technology, adult smokers of MARLBORO and PHILIP MORRIS 
brand cigarettes are assured of the same high quality cigarettes known the world over. 
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"US troops again fail to find lethal weapons 


BAIJI, lrag—American troops 
once again failed to find Iraq's al- 
leged weapons of mass destruc- 
tion after performing further tests 
on a metal drum that initial read- 
ings suggested contained nerve 
agents and mustard gas. 

‘The tests came as Lt. Gen. Hos- 
sam Mohammed Amin—No. 49 
‘on the US list of the 55 most- 
wanted figures from the regime 
of Saddam Hussein, the six of 


national airport for questioning, 
Also known as Hossem Mo- 
hammed Amin al-Yasin, he was 
among the key figures in Sad- 
dam's weapons programs. He 
would be expected to have de- 
tailed knowledge of any illegal 
armaments and where they 
might be found, if they exist. 

A dozen 55-gallon drums were 
found propped up with gravel în 
an open field near the northern 
Iraqi town of Baiji. Preliminary 
tests performed at the scene indi- 
cated one drum might contain 
the nerve agent cyclosarin and a 
blister agent that could be mus- 


ing cards—was taken into cus- 

tody in Baghdad on Sunday. 
Amin surrendered to US sol- 

diers and was taken to the inter- 


4 Pentagon chief 
thanks troops 
for historic 
success in Iraq 


CAMP AS SAYLIYAH, Qatar—The 
US-led war in Iraq was a historic. 
success that would influence mili- 
tary spending and doctrine for 
decades, US Defense Secretary 
Donald H. Rumsfeld said Monday. 
The military, he said, used “an 
unprecedented combination of 
power, precision, speed, flexibility, 
and, 1 would add, compassion." 
“Baghdad was liberated in less 


+ than a month, possibly the fastest 
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march on a capital in modern mil- 
itary history," Rumsfeld said. 

He spoke to hundreds of cheer- 
ing, desert camouflage-cad troops 
în a warehouse at the command 
headquarters for the Iraq campaign. 
‘Though the troops n Qatar were i 
volved in command ‘and logistics 
— not direct combat—they played a 
key role, the secretary said. 

"ou protected our country from 
a gathering danger and liberated 
the Iraqi people,” Rumsfeld said. 
Later, he added: “You liberated a 
country, but how you did it will 


‘our country in the 21st century" 
Rumsfeld is visiting the Gulf re- 

sion this week to thank the troops 

and discuss the future American mil- 


itary presence with leaders of allied 


nations, He was scheduled to meet 
with Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
‘Thani, Qatar's leader, later Monday. 
US Gen. Tommy Franks, the 
wars commander, said Sunday 
he wanted to continue using the 
high-tech headquarters here that 
was completed just before the 
Iraq war. US officials say they're 
considering moving an American 
air command center from Prince 
Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia 
—a move that could bring the 
center to the Al Udeid air base 
near here, which has the neces- 


LONDON—A representative of a 
key Iraqi Shiite group said Mon- 
day that his movement would 
boycott US-led talks on forming a 
new government in Iraq. 

Hamid al-Bayati said the 
Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq opposed Amer- 
ican involvement in choosing an 
administration to replace the 
Saddam Hussein regime, 

‘The “all-faction” conference in 


MOSCOW—American astronaut 
Edward Lu, Russian cosmonaut 
Yuri Malenchenko and the three- 
man crew on the international 
space station greeted each other 
with big hugs Monday after the 
Soyuz TMA-2 capsule carrying 
the US-Russian duo successfully 
docked with the ISS. 

The docking took place at 9:56 
a.m. Moscow time about 400 km 
above Russian territory. The US- 
Russian crew already aboard the 
ISS opened the hatch and then Lu 
and — Malenchenko squeezed 
through the opening and poured 
into the space station. 


Lu and Malenchenko are replac- 
ing the trio of US astronauts Ken- 
neth Bowersox and Donald Pettit 
who along with Russian cosmo- 
naut Nikolai Budarin were stuck 
on the station after the Columbia 
‘Shuttle disaster on Feb. 1. 

‘The Russian Soyuz became the 
only ship capable of carrying crews 
to and from the space outpost, giv- 
ing ita vital role in keeping the sta- 
tion manned. The Soyuz trip was 
put together in record time. 

‘The US-Russian space team 
gave a thumbs up in a videolink. 
established shortly after the new 
crew entered the ISS. “We're very, 


CHOCOLATE SCULPTURE 

Patissier Daisuke Nogami holds a handful of white chocolate he 
used to create the life-size chocolate sculpture of the Venus of 
Milo on display at Food Art Muscum, in Tokyo on April 28. Chefs 
have recreated famous pieces of art using sweets and food 


ingredients at the Akasaka Prince Hotel. sevrus 


tard gas, US troops sai 

More tests were being con- 
ducted. By design, initial test pro- 
cedures favor positive readings, 
erring on the side of caution to 
protect soldiers. 

The New York Times quoted 
Capt. Ryan Cutchin of Mobile Ex- 
ploitation Team Bravo—one of 
the specialist teams deployed in 
Iraq—as saying that further test- 
ing by his unit had shown that the 
barrels contents were not chemi- 
cal weapons. He also said that ini- 
tial suspicions that two vehicles 
at the site were mobile chemical 
laboratories had proved wrong. 


There was no immediate com- 
ment from the US Central Com- 
mand in Qatar about the report, 
posted on the Times website on 
Sunday. 

There have been numerous 
false reports that coalition forces 
have turned up chemical or bio- 
logical weapons. Since the dis- 
covery, Central Command has 
been measured in its response. 

"There are many sites that we 
ook into every day and when we 
have confirmed positive results 
we will provide that information," 
Central Command spokesperson 
Capt. Stewart Upton said earlier 


IRAQI Muslim Shiites demonstrate in Baghdad on April 28 in front ofa US tank and lines of barbed wires outside the Palestine Hotel, Protestors, led 
by dozens of religious leaders from the powerful Hawza Shite school in the holy city of Naja, chanted “We want a new national conference.” 


Main Shiite group boycotts US-led talks in Iraq 


Baghdad, the second in a series of 
talks expected to extend well into 
May, is presided over by the US 
civil administrator for Iraq, re- 
tired Gen. Jay Gamer. 

“We are not attending because 
it is organized by the Americans, 
because it is an attempt to select 
an Iraqi administration under 
Gen. Jay Gamez" the London- 
based Al-Bayati told British 
Broadcasting Corp. radio. 


“We would like to see Iraqis or- 
ganize and call their own meet- 
ings and select an Iraqi indepen- 
dent government," he said. 

The Iran-based Supreme Coun- 
cil shunned a first round of talks on 
Iraq's political future on April 15 in 
the southern city of Ur. It had indi- 
cated it was ready to participate in 
the second round starting Monday, 
but al-Bayati quashed hopes of any 
involvement by the Shiite group. 


= Russ capsule docks at int’l space station 


very proud today at the work of 
our international team,” Bower- 
sox said. 

Asked how he felt to be back on 
the intemational space station, 
Malenchenko said: "It has become 
so big and beautiful... Weare very 
glad to be here, very glad to see our 
friends. Thanks to everyone for the 
‘opportunities given to us." 

Back on Earth, Lu's mother, 
Snowlily was on hand for the 
docking at Mission Control out- 
side Moscow. “I am just so happy 
and proud to see everything work 
outso well" she said. 

Snowlily Lu, the astronauts 


brother, Rick, and his fiancee, 
Christine Romero, stood and 
leaned forward while watching 
the screen during the docking. 
They applauded and cheered 
when the vessels established a 
connection. Downstairs from the 
observation area, flight con- 
trollers also applauded. 

“This is amazing... It gives mea 
lot of relief to see that they're up 
there,” Romero said. “Everyone îs 
proud not just for what Ed is do- 
ing, but for Nasa and the interna- 
tional space station and for the 
space program as a whole, espe- 
cially after the Columbia.” AP 


Want to live 100 years? 
Eat Bulgarian yoghurt 


MOMCHILOVTSI, Bulgaria— 
Lactobacillus bulgaricus sounds 
like a nasty infectious disease but 
the organism that curdles milk 
may be the reason Maria Shopova 
recently celebrated her 100th 
birthday. 

‘Unaware that she may owe her 
longevity to the friendly bacteri- 
um, Maria grins, unveiling her 
two remaining teeth, and ex- 
plains: “It’s luck given by God.” 

‘The lively centenarian, who 
kept a cow until she was 80, has 
lived on dairy products—yo- 
ghurt in particular—most of her 
life in the picturesque mountain 
village of Momchilovsi in south- 
ern Bulgaria, 

‘The Balkan country proudly 
claims to have invented yoghurt 
and given the world the secret to 
a long life but its own consump- 
tion has steadily declined since 
the collapse of communism. 


‘Yoghurt is slowly disappearing 
from the nation’s table with an- 
nual consumption falling from 40 
kg per capita, the world’s highest 
in the 1980s, to 22 kg in 2001. 

The drop has paralleled a de- 
dine in agricultural production 
and incomes over the past 13 years 
as ex-communist Bulgaria charts a 
difficult path toward a market 
economy, industry officials sai 

Perhaps not coincidentally, the 
number of centenarians has also 
fallen to 187 in 2001 out of Bul- 
garia's population of eight mil- 
lion, or less than a one În every 
thousand, statistics show. 

Around 100 years earlier, the 
figure was four În every thousand. 

Now found at supermarkets 
around the world, it wasn't until 
the early 19005 that Russian sci- 
entist Ilya Mechnikoy, a 1908 No- 
bel Prize winner, linked yoghurt 
with longevity. Reuters 


Sunday. “We just want to be very 
cautious that when we go with the 
information, that when we release 
nuclear, biological, or chemical in- 
formation, that we're accurate.” 

Mustard gas burns skin, eyes 
and lungs, while exposure to 
high amounts cydosarin may 
lead to loss of muscle control, 
twitching, paralysis, uncon- 
sciousness, convulsions, coma, 
and death within minutes. 

Lt. Col. Ted Martin of the 10th 
Cavalry Regiment said soldiers 
went to the site near Baiji on Fri- 
day midnight after being alerted 
by US special forces teams who 


became suspicions of the site be- 
cause of the presence of surface- 
to-air missiles guarding the area. 

Abrams tanks and Bradley 
fighting vehicles ringed the 3.88 
sq-km-field Sunday evening, us 
ing night vision equipment to 
watch for intruders, Troops had 
permission to shoot to kill if any- 
one entered the area, which was 
near the Tigris River about a kilo 
meter outside Baiji. 

Sgt. Maj. David List of the regi 
ments Ist Squadron said the field 
appeared to be a storage site for 
lrg mises. “This whole county 
isa bigammo dump," List said. AP 


Indonesia 
police see 
more terror 
bombings 


JAKARTA—The world’s largest 
Muslim nation could be hit by 
more terror attacks like the week 
end bombing that wounded 11 at 
Jakarta's main airport, police 
warned Monday. 

Police have questioned 10 vit 
nesses, but made no arrests in 
Sunday's blast that ripped 
through a busy domestic passen 
gerterminal. 

No one has claimed responsi 
bility for the pipe bomb blast that 
detectives say was probably the 
work of an Islamic extremist 
group blarhed for previous at 
tacks, including the Oct. 12 night- 
club bombings on Bali that killed 
202 people, mostly foreign vaca- 
tioners. 

Police said it is also possible 
that separatists from the restive 
province of Aceh might have been 
responsible—an accusation de- 
nied by the rebels. 

Australia and the Philippines 
offered to help in the investiga- 
tion. President Macapagal-Ar. 
royo said she would discuss pos. 
sible cooperation with Indone- 
sian officials on the sidelines of 
a summit of Southeast Asian 
leaders on SARS in Bangkok on 
Tuesday. 

Security has been beefed up at 
airports. Authorities at Jakarta's 
Sukarno Hatta International Air- 
port strengthened police patrols 
and advised workers to look out 
for suspicious packages, 

A black bag found at the air- 
ports international terminal 
Monday was turned over to po. 
lice bomb squad. It remained un 
clear what was inside. 

‘Authorities barred cars from 
parking in front of the terminal at 
Bali's airport. Dozens of officers 
patrolled its grounds, AP 


a 


“If they do not want us to have 
an independent government, 
then we would rather not be part 
of an administration under Amer- 
ican rule. That would be a matter 
of principle," he said. 

"We cannot be part of an Amer- 
ican administration or American 
rule, and our people would not 
expect that from us, and we 
would not want to be isolated 
from our people." AP 


' WORLDBRIEFS 


Menem, Peronist rival in runoff 

BUENOS AIRES—Former President Carlos Menem finished first in presi- 
dential elections but falled to win an outright victory in his comeback bid, 
‘setting up a runoff vote to decide who will lead this racession-battered na- 
tion. The flashy former leader who governed Argentina fram 1989 to 1996 
will face Nestor Kirchner, a rival from the ruling Peronist Party, in a second 
round of voting on May 18. The runoff between the two top vote-getters wil! 


be the first in Argentine history. 


2 Palestinian militants seized 

NABLUS, West Bank—tsraeli troops stormed Into the West Bank city of 
Nablus on Monday and arrested the local leaders of two armed mititant 
groups which claimed a suicide bombing în Israel last week, Palestinian anc 
israeli security sources said, Amid intense exchanges of fire In the northern 
city, troops arrested Amir Zokan, 27, the local head of the Al Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades, an armed offshoot of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's Fatah fac 
tion. They also seized Alam Kaabi, 27, head of the Abu All Mustafa Brigades: 
the armed wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 
Both groups lald claim to the suicide bombing at a train station in Kfar Saba 
last Thursday In which one Israeli was killed and a dozen injured. AFP 


Cambodia cops save 140 monkeys 

PHNOM PENH—-Camboua. „olice seized 205 monkeys stuffed In sacks as 
they were belng smuggied abroad to be eaten as a delicacy, but 60 had al- 
ready suffocated to death, officials sald Monday. One monkey had given 
birth inside Its sack when the shipment was found In a pickup truck on Sat 
urday In Kampong Chhnang province, police said. "It was miserable,” sale 
provincial police chief Touch Naroth, contacted by telephone. He sald four 
peopie were arrested from the truck, which was bound for the capital, Ph- 
nom Penh. From there, the animals were to be smuggied to an unidentifioc: 
foreign country where they would have ended up În restaurants serving ra» 
monkey brain as a delicacy, he said. AP 


New Paraguay president 

ASUNCION—Nicanor Duarte, a former education minister who promised to 
battle corruption and restore the country's battered dignity, has won 
Paraguay's presidential election, extending the Colorado Party's 56-year holo 
on power. With 82 percent of votes counted, Duarte earned 37.2 percent of 
the vote, election officials announced after voting Sunday. At a victory cale- 
bration, Duarte, 46, a Journalist and former Cabinet minister, challenged his 1 
vals to Join him In a "war against poverty, corruption and impunity.” AFP 


Ist round of peace talks in Nepal 
KATMANDU-Maolet militants demanded that a new constitution be drawn 
up and hundreds of political prisoners released Sunday In the first round of 
much-delayed tas almed at ending a seven-year insurgency In this Hi 
malayan nation. Six government negotiators and five rebel representatives 
met for five hours in a heavily guarded hotel in the Nepalese capital. The go. 
ernment side was led by Deputy Prime Minister Badr! Prasad Mandal, and tre 
militants were lad by thelr second-in-command, Baburam Bhattaral. AP 
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COTABATO CITY—The Organization of the Islamic Confer- 
ence team that brokered the peace agreement between 
the government and the Moro National Liberation Front 
will be in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao to 
check the implementation of the 1996 pact. 


MNLF spokesperson Alfatah 
Abubakar said the OIC delegates 
will arrive here in two groups- 
from Manila today to check on 
the condition of MNLF members 
in Maguindanao and Lanao del 
Sur. 

The other group is scheduled 
to visit the island provinces of 
Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi until 
May. 

The three-day OIC visit in the 
ARMM had been confirmed by 
police regional director, Chief 
Supt. Acmad Omar, who said the 
visitors will have the chance to 
meet former MNLF rebels who 
have been integrated into the po- 
lice force. 

Omar said after a short cour- 
tesy call to top regional officials 
led by Gov. Parouk Hussin at the 
ARMM complex here, the group. 
‘will proceed to the regional po- 
lice headquarters at Camp Gen. 
Pendatun in Parang, Maguin- 
danao. 

The OIC “fact-finding mis- 
sion,” according to Abubakar, had 
been rescheduled several times 
for unknown reasons. 

The group, composed of 
“technical people,” is an “ad- 
vanced party” that would pave 
the way for the coming here of 
OIC foreign ministers or their 


the accord. 
Some 


projects. 
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5 die in collision 

CABANATUAN CITY—Five people were Killed while four 
others were injured after a Cagayan-bound bus hit two 
pedicabs and a truck along the Maharlika Highway in 
‘San Leonardo, Nueva Ecija on Wednesday, Senior Insp. 
Ramon Gamboa, San Leonardo police chief, identified 
two of the fatalities as Jinjin Monares and Asucena 
 Casaclao, passengers of the Auto Bus Liner bound for 
Tuguegarao City. Another passenger and two pedicab 
drivers that the bus hit were killed in the accident that 
happened around 4:30 a.m. Gamboa said the bus first 
hit the pedicabs that were traveling without taillights. 
‘The bus then collided with a southbound cargo truck. 
Anselmo Roque, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


4killed in shootout 

CABANATUAN CITY—Four people were killed in sepa- 
rate shootings in Guimba and Sta. Rosa in Nueva Ecija 
on Thursday. In Guimba, a woman and her daughter 
were shot and Killed during a heated argument with a 
man at noon Thursday. Police identified the victims as. 
Lolita Mendoza, 47, and her daughter, Lorna, 22, of 
Barangay Maturanoc, Guimba. Reports said the sus- 
pect, Joselito Barroga, 48, surrendered to the police 
after the shooting. In Sta. Rosa, a lone gunman shot. 
and Killed two men at dawn Thursday. Supt. Marlon. 
Bigcang, Sta. Rosa police chief, identified the victims 
as Louie de Guzman, 41, and Bayani San Vicente, 48. 
Bigcang said the gunman approached the two men, 
‘who just came from a cockfight in Barangay Soledad. 
The suspect, without provocation, shot and killed 
them. Ansakmo Roque, PD! Central Luzon Desk 


Dentist slain 

SAN PASCUAL, Batangas—An unidentified gunman 
‘shot and Killed a dentist at 9 p.m., April 24, in his home 
in Barangay Poblacion. Dr. Carmelo Delgado, 53, a 
dentistry professor at the Lyceum ot Batangas, was 
fixing his van in his garage when shot in the face by 
the suspect who escaped with another companion on 
a blue motorcycle. Delgado, who was active in the an- 
ti-drug abuse campaign, was rushed to the Batangas 
Regional Hospital in Batangas City but was pro- 
‘nounced dead on arrival. Witnesses in the victim's 
neighborhood said the suspect had a mole on the left 
side of the nose, was of medium build and had curly 
hair. Mal Magsino, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


No dump site 

SILANG, Cavite—Mayor Ruben Maglangsakay said 
the the town is buying five garbage trucks but their 
problem is where to throw all the ;a"bage. “This 
problem cannot be solved by the government alone. 
AN people who want their surroundings clean must 
‘cooperate and initiate garbage segregation,” he said. 
The town's trash is temporarily dumped in a nearby 
town, Madlangsakay said. Without a town dump, the 
loca! government nas no choice but to burn the huge 
volume of uncollected garbage during weekends. 
Fausto Tatad Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Parting of ways 

TRECE MARTIRES CITY—Cavite Gov. Irineo Maliksi 
and his close ally, Vice-Gov. Jonvic Remulla, are part- 
ing ways. Remulla is running for governor in the 
„2004 elections but nothing is final yet, he said on 
‘Thursday. "I have plans to run for governor although 
Tam stl studying other options before making any 
decision,” Remulla said. Maliksi, on the other hand, 
sald his political machinery is in top shape to battle 
with Remulla, "I will beat him hands down,” he said. 
Fausto Tatad Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


‘SARS’ campaign 

CALAPAN CITY—inspired by the SARS-threat, a cre~ 
ative campalgn was launched by the Calapan Youth 
Ministry during Holy Week: bring to confession your se- 
were acute recurring sins. It caught the attention of many 
churchgoers and lightened up the Lenten mood in the 
city Madonna T. Virol, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


MNLF 
complained of the governments 
“half-baked implementation" of 
the agreement, 

number of their men to return to 
the hills and others to join bandit 


“We are happy that OIC repre- 
sentatives are coming over so 
they may know the real score of 
the peace agreement as far as 
some members of the MNLE are 


representatives. 

“The next batch of OIC mem- 
bers will arrive in May, but no def- 
inite date has been set (as yet" 
said Abubakar, who is also re- 
gional secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology. 

He said the MNLF had pre- 
pared a position paper for the vis- 
iting OIC members but preferred 
that the contents be left undis- 
closed until it reached the hands 
of the OIC delegates. 

‘The delegates, Abubakar said, 
will be briefed by the government 
and the MNLF on the progress of 


commanders 


prompting a 


ups. 

Al Sangki, a former MNLF 
commander, said some of their 
comrades were hard-up after sur- 
rendering because of the govern- 
ments failure to provide them 
livelihood or income-generating 


concerned," Sangki said. 
Nur Misuari, conside 


founder and original chair of the 
MNLF who signed the peace agree- 


ment, listed development 
but failed to carry them out 


Now an additi 


The government also abol- 
ished the Southern Philippines 


THE WAR between government troopers and Moro rebels continues despite the 1996 peace pact with the MNLF and ongoing nego 
strike a similar deal with the MILE. In 


Council for Peace and Development 
that was supposed to oversee the 
implementation of the projects. 
Among the projects that came 
projets to naught, which Misuari consid- 
ered “dividends of the peace 
agreement, were the proposed 
$120-million sugar central in 
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Introducing the GE SmartAir Series 
airconditioner. No other brand offers the 
same low priced airconditioner already 
complete with a remote control. GE quality 
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Maguindanao, a $45-million med- 
ical center in Zamboanga City by 
the Islamic Development Bank, 
6,000 housing units in Sulu, and a 
$367 million cement factory in 
Palawan courtesy of Indonesian 
and Canadian business groups. 
Under the agreement, the gov 


erment is mandated to absorb 
into the police and military some 
1,800 MNLF members, apart 
from the 1,105 others who will 
form the regional security force. 
Charlie C. Sefiase and Rosa-May 
V de Guzman, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 
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SARS FALLOUT 
Villagers 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


ALCALA, Pangasinan—As if hav- 
ing two family members dying 
onh] a week apart was not 
enoggh, relatives of Adela Cat- 
alon, whom health authorities 
saidj was a victim of the Severe 
Ape Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), have to endure discrimi- 
natipn from their townmates. 

- “fhe way we are treated by 
othár people is annoying, even in- 
sulting. Ies as if we are lepers that 
a gibup of people would part in 
the fniddle when we see us com- 
ing said a 22-year-old resident 
of Bhrangay Vacante. 

e resident lives outside the 
three zones that the Department 
of Healt has ordered isolated. 

ough some of them under- 
stodd why they must be quaran- 
tine in their village, they admit- 
ted{that they were hurt when 
people, whom they used to deal 
with regularly, refused to even 
talkfor go near them now. 

ie feel like outcasts in our 

land,” a 67-year-old man, 

Whd lived in the village all his life, 
lamented. 
«The deaths of Catalon and her 
fathpr Mauricio, with whom she 
hadlelose contact, changed the qui- 
et lies of the about 700 residents 
of the farming village of Vacante. 


Homecoming 
fatalon, a 46-year-old nursing 


attendant who worked in Cana- 
da, jventhomeon April 5 but died 
‘of hat health officials said was 
IS or April 14. 
fo other people are allowed to 
enter the village except the medi- 
cal Feams of the DOH and some 
polfemen assigned to parral the 
are; 
otions run high among the 
resiflents who have to deal with 


Crops, farms 
suffer P7M in 
drought losses 


By Vicente S. Labro 
PDÉVisayas Bureau 


motan CITY—Nearly 6,000 
hecfares-of farm land in the is- 
lang-province of Biliran suffered 
darpages due to the El Niño phe- 
nomenon, which destroyed crops 
worth P7,262,070. 

According to the Philippine In- 
foripation Agency (PIA) in Bili- 
ranj provincial agriculturist 
Quinciano Casinillo reported to 
Bilitan Gov. Rogelio Espina that 
zica farms suffered damages due 
to the long drought. 

Gasinillo said the El Niño phe- 
norhenon wrought damages on a 
total of 5,564.50 ha of land and 
brought losses to a total of 326 
rice farmers în the province. 

Authorities estimated that the 
loses suffered by farmers due to 
the? drought would reach 
22,828,420 as far as rice plants 
in [heir vegetative stages are 

serhed. 

Damage to rice plants in their 
reproductive stage was computed. 
acp 956,750. 

e total amount of the dam- 
age was placed at P6,785,170. 

"he drought also wrought 
damages on com farms in the 
pravince- 

Accârding to provincial data, 
31 ha of corn farms suffered dam- 
agds while 125 farmers suffered 
losses due to the drought. 

orn plants in their vegetative 
stages suffered damages worth 
P310,000 according to the agri- 
culture office. 

Corh.plants in their seeding 
stakes suffered PS,000 in da- 
mages: , 

Agriculture office said com 
farms suffered a total of 
P369,400 in damages. 

Atleast 34 ha of banana planta- 
tions also suffered damages, bring- 
ing losses to at least 135 farmers. 
‘The amount of the damages was 
estimated at P107,500. 

e PIA in Biliran reported 
that the agriculture office was al- 
so anticipating that livestock pro- 
duption in the province, particu- 
larly thi: production of cows and 
cafabaos, would be adversely al- 
fected by the drought due to the 
scarcity of pasture grass. 

Gov. Espina and the provincial 
agriculturists office and some 
concerned agencies have been as- 
sisting farmers who were ad- 
versely affected by the El Niño 
phenomenon. 
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THE WORRIED look in the eyes of this woman from Vacante village in Alcala, Pangasinan captures the ordeal that village residents are now going 
through following reports that Adela Catalon, a nurse attendant, returned home from Canada and died of SARS in the village. roeoronat sncuron 


the fear of having been contami- 
nated with the deadly virus and the 
discrimination they have to suffer. 

They resent surgical mask- 
wearing reporters who come to 
the village to interview them, 
though some of them quietly en- 
dure the discrimination. 

A television reporter had to ex- 
plain why she had to wear a sur- 
gical mask to Catalon’s brother 
when she interviewed him. 

In the town market, vendors 
would ask a customer if he or she 
‘comes from the village. 

“If we answered yes, the ven- 


dors would tum away and say 
they can’t attend to us,” a 68-year- 
old aunt of Catalon complained. 

A niece, a 22-year-old mother 
who sells beauty products, said 
when she went to the town prop- 
er to buy her supplies, some peo- 
ple shouted at her, telling her not 
to come near them. 

But some residents said they 
understood what the health au- 
thorities are doing. 

Basilia Samoy a barangay 
health worker and Catalons 
aunt, said some residents know 
the dangers of SARS and cooper- 


Bad treatment. 


just let it pass. 


Arabia, said. 


ate with the health personnel. 


Samoy said she, too, was a vic- 
tim of bad treatment from resi- 
dents of other villages but would 


Samoy and four other baran- 
gay health workers help the DOH 
medical team in taking the body 
temperatures of residents. 
“There are mixed emotions, re- 
ally" Catalon’s nephew, an over- 
seas contract worker in Saudi 


"While they (residents) some- 


how understood that health offi 
cials wanted to help us, the bad 
reports and the treatment (they 
ge) from other people anger 
them," he said. 

While the Inoumer was in the 
village, a nephew of Catalon, 
who seemingly could no longer 
cope with the tension of being 
confined in his house, went out 
and cursed at the medical team 
stationed at the village center. 

The man shouted at the medi- 
cal team and told them to go 
away. A barangay health worker 
later pacified him. 


Slain Mindoro activists tagged martyrs in rites 


QUIRINO, Ilocos Sur—Slain human rights 
activists Eden Marcellana and Eddie Gu- 
manoy were remembered here as "martyrs" 
during the celebration of the Cordillera Day 
last week. 

"The heroism of Marcellana and Gumanoy, 
who were abducted and killed in Oriental 
Mindoro last week, was cited by about 3,000 
delegates to the celebration in Barangay Lam- 
ag here on April 24, the 23rd death anniver- 
sary of Cordillera tribe leader Maci-ing Dulag. 

In 1980, Dulag was gunned down by 
Army soldiers in his house in Tinglayan, 
Kalinga, for leading the opposition against 
the construction of the Chico Dam, one of 
the infamous projects of the late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

“Just like us, Ka Eddie and Ka Eden also 
worked with the indigenous peoples, like 
the Mangyans in Mindoro. Our celebration 
is not only a tribute to the Cordillera mar- 
tyrs, but also to Filipinos who fight for hu- 
man rights and justice,” said Joan Carling, 
chair of the Cordillera Peoples Alliance 
(CPA), organizer of the celebration. 

‘Songs and prayers paid tribute to the life 
of Dulag, chief of the Butbut tribe in 
‘Tinglayan, Kalinga, and other Cordillerans 
who led the fight in defending their ances- 
tral lands and pushing for the recognition of 
indigenous peoples’ rights. 

‘The participants also offered a minute of 
silence for Marcellana and Gumanoy. 

The struggle for human rights and the 
‘demand for justice should continue and the 
political repression against our people must 
stop,” Carling said. 


Marcellana, secretary general of the 
Alyansa sa Pagsusulong ng Karapatang Pan- 
tao in Southern Tagalog (Karapatan-ST), 
and Gumanoy, chair of the Kasapian ng mga 
Samahang Magbubukid sa Timog Katagalu- 
gan (Kasama-TK), were murdered last April 
21 by suspected members of anti-commu- 
nist vigilantes. 

But human rights activists are claiming that 
the military was involved in the murders. 

Earlier, the Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan (Bayan) and Karapatan claimed that 
Gol. Jovito Palparan, commander of the 
Army's 204th Infantry Brigade, had a hand 
in the killing of Marcellana and Gumanoy. 

Palparan denied the allegations, saying 
these were baseless and unfounded and said 
‘communist rebels should be investigated also. 

Army officials relieved Palparan and as- 
signed him to another detachment to pave 
the way for an investigation by the National 
Bureau of Investigation of the murders. 

Carling said Marcellana and Gumanoy 
had worked closely with Cordillera activists 
on human rights advocacy projects. 

"What happened to Ka Eden and Ka Eddie 
is part of the struggle to fight for human rights. 
But we should be headstrong in calling (on 
authorities) to give justice to their deaths,” 
said Arvin Amobit, Northern Luzon coordina- 
tor ofthe Alliance of Concemed Teachers. 

Participants lighted torches and per- 
formed the pattong (ensemble of gongs) 
and tayaw (community dance) to celebrate 
the heroism of the martyrs honored during 
the Cordillera Day. Desiree Caluza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Gozun says DENR to reorganize execs, 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—The Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources is implementing a 
nationwide reorganization in May, said Envi- 
ronment Secretary Elisea Gozun on Thursday. 
"We are now in the final stages of choosing 
the regional technical directors and regional 
executive directors (of the DENR),” she said. 


Gozun was in Negros Occidental on Thurs- 
day for the closing rites of the 12th Philippine 
Biodiversity Symposium of the Wildlife Con- 
servation Society of the Philippines at Mam- 
bukal Resort in Murcia town, about 16 kilo- 
meters east of here. 

She said the DENR's challenge now is how 
to make people understand the need to pro- 
tect the environment. 

“We cannot expect them to support us in this 


HUMAN rights activists Josephine. 
Gantenas and Jay Fabellio narrate the 
slaying of colleagues Eden Marcellana and 
Eddie Gumanoy during an interview with 
reporters in Bansud, Oriental Mindoro. 
FOIPHOTOJOAN BONDOC 


personnel in May 


effort if they don't really understand the value 
of biodiversity conservation," said Gozun. 

"We have to show how biodiversity loss will 
impact on ordinary people,” she said. "For as 
long we are not able to make that connection 
very clear this will be a mere esoteric issue that 
the people have no sense of oneness with.” 

Gozun said she agreed with Bukidnon Rep. 
Nerius Acosta that the Philippines is on the 
brink ofan ecological crisis. 
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OFW's return 
rings SARS 
alarm bells 
in Albay 


LEGAZPI CITY—Another case of 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome (SARS) scare brought 
alarm among residens and 
health workers of Albay. 

Health authorities here are in- 
vestigating a report about an 
overseas Filipino worker from 
Germany who stopped over at 
Hong Kong before going home to 
Tabaco City, allegedly with symp- 
toms of possible SARS. 

Dr. Veronica Madulid, Albay 
provincial health officer, dis- 
closed the case during the fla 
raising ceremony of provincial 
government employees yester- 
day, but she refused to identify 
the suspected SARS patient 
pending results of tests made on 
Sunday. 

According to Madulid, a 56- 
year-old OFW from Germany, 
who just arrived on Saturday, ex- 
hibited fever, one of the symp- 
toms of SARS. 

‘The OFW, she said, arrived in 
Tabaco City together with her 
niece and a German national. 

She and her niece worked as 
nurses in a hospital in Germany. 

Madulid said only the 56-year- 
old woman registered fever 
when the three arrived in Tabaco 
City. 


X-ray 

She said X-ray tests were al- 
ready submitted to the Depart- 
ment of Health in Manila to de- 
termine if the cose is indeed 
SARS. 

The two former OFWs and the 
German national, according to 
Madulid, were temporary put un- 
der quarantine în their house 
while waiting for the final report 
coming from DOH-Manila. 

The Iuguen learned that the 
family of the possible SARS carri- 
er even had an excursion in a 
beach in Albay causing fear 
among residents of a possible 
SARS outbreak, in case the result 
of their tests come out positive. 

The SARS rumors in Bicol 
forced local government units in 
different places here to take steps 
to prevent the spread of the 
dreaded disease. 

While a SARS task force in 
Legazpi has been established just 
for SARS monitoring, in Tabaco 
City, even barangay health offi 
cers were asked to monitor re- 
turning OFWs—especially from 
SARS infected countries—and 
immediately report them to 
health authorities. 

“The Albay Provincial Health $ 
Office, according to Madulid, 
already instructed all munici- 
pal and city health offices to 
strictly monitor OFWs entering 
the province to make sure no 
SARS case enters the province 
undetected. 


No monitor 

In Puerto Princesa. City the 
provincial board has raised con- 
cerns about SARS because, it 
said, in some areas of the 
province, the entry of people is 
not monitored, particularly in 
some island municipalities. 

‘And to make sure that the 
province is ready against the 
SARS, the Sangguniang Pan- 
lalawigan on Tuesday asked 
provincial health officer Antonio 
Palanca to provide updates on the 
province's preparations. 

Palanca readily admitted that 
his office has “limited resources 
and manpower” for their infor- 
mation campaign and that they 
“need the help of the people in 
the community” 

He, however, said they have al- 
ready taken necessary measures 
“o minimize, if not prevent the 
entry” of the dreaded disease. 
Joyce M. Mejillano and Gerald- 
ford E Ticke, PDI Southern Lu- 
zon Bureau 


11 people dead as bus, jeep collide on Quezon highway 


LUCENA CITY—At least 11 people 
were confirmed dead while a still 
undetermined number of passen- 
gers were injured yesterday in the 
second major road accident in six 
months along the Quirino Highway 
în Tagkawayan, Quezon, about 
278 kilometers south of Manila 

A police report said a passenger 
bus, Raymond Bus Liner with li- 
cense plate DVN-557 and with body 
number 4208 from Naga City 
bound for Cubao, and a passenger 
jeep with license plate ABL-422 
from Dagupan City and heading to 


Bula, Camarines Sur, collided with 
each other in Barangay San Vicente 
at around 10:30 a.m. yesterday. 

POL Reiner Recio, 
awayan police station desk officer, 
identified seven of the fatalities zs 
Ernesto Talar, Jesusito Grecia, Gil 
Valera Jr, Antonio Tayer, Eulogio 
Follero, Edgar ‘layer and Romeo 
Baldoza, the jeepney driver. n 

Four others, including a femal 
victim, remained unidentified as 
of late yesterday. 

All were passengers of the jeep 
that was carrying 17 passengers. 


The six other jeep 


the hospital. 
Tagk- 


tal Funeral Homes 
awayan, Poblacion. 


now confined at th 
tastei Hospital Re 7 


who were injured were t eate at 
Recio said the bodies of the ia- 

talities were brought to the Cry: 
The driver of the ill-fated pus 

was identified as Marvin Parafina 


1h affe slight injuries and is 
“R glou ya 


were able to estabisn 
ntities throug. en , *r- 


ro «ers sonal belongings. Were still 
working on how to identify the 
other victims,” he told the INquin- 
zn in a phone interview. 

He said police investigation of 
the accident was still ongoing to 
determine who was responsible 
for the fatal collision. 

Recio said the bus carried 25 
passengers based on the report of 
ilie bus conductor. 

“But we've only accounted for 
eleven of them. Maybe, some of 
the pa.-^ngers who only suffered 
slight injuries did not bother to 


în Tagk- 


med 


file their complaints and just con- 
tinued with their travel,” the po- 
liceman said. 

He described the site of the ac- 
cident as going downhill if one is 
bound for Manila. 

In November last year, more 
than 33 people wer» killed and 
six were injured when a bus 
bound for Bicol plunged into a 
ravine along the Quirino High- 
way, a kilometer away from 
where the bus and jeep collided. 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 
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DOH says 


no 


SARS 


but stigma remains 
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cluding the 26 people who will be put under 
extended isolation, had fever as of Saturday 
afternoon. 


Hurting 

Barangay chair Delilah Tamundong said 
the people of her barangay were hurting. 

Since day one, Maybocognons have heard 
unkind remarks and some have suffered hu- 
miliation. "Our people are losing their jobs 
and their dignity,” she lamented. 

Tamundong said she had to cancel her 
business in Borongan, the province's capital 
town, upon learning that a local bank re- 
fused to transact business with her baran- 
gay treasurer. Some were either told to 
"Wash their hands first or were shooed away 
at convenience stores. 

Worse, goods from the barangay and even 
the residents are denied rides on public trans- 
port. An old woman waited for a day but no 
vehicle took on her sack of rice. Some stu- 
dents were not able to enroll for summer 
classes in Borongan for the same reason. 

Maybocog is Maydolong’s biggest baran- 
gay. People earn their living through farm- 
ing, fishing and “balut” making. 

No one had expected the barangay to 
draw media attention and to carry the 
ma, which have wreaked havoc on the pe 
ple's psyche and livelihood. 

“We blame the media for this. Instead of 
informing what we should do to check the 
disease they have turned our barangay into a 
hot zone,” Tamundong said. 

Mayor Daniel Baldono expressed the same 
disgust. 

Baldono said people should not jump to 
conclusions without basis. “This attitude erip- 
ples our economy and relationships,” he said. 

In Borongan, government officials and 
heads of the Provincial Health Office are 
meeting regularly to allay fears over the 
possible spread of the disease. 


Discrimination. 

Even with the lifting of the quarantine, the 
lives of residents of Barangay Vacante are hard- 
lybackto normal and they still have to contend 
with discrimination from other people. 

“Even if we are now free to go to other vil- 
lages, people still refuse to talk to us or come 


near us, We have been stigmatized by being 
village mates of SARS victims,” said Vacante 
resident Florence Baldomero. 

Mayor Juanito Collado appealed to re- 
porters, who have been following up the sto- 
Ty, to help remove the stigma attached not 
only to the residents of Vacante but to the en- 
tiretown. 

Collado said jeepney drivers, who ply the 
Rosales-Bayambang route and pass through 
Alcala refuse to ferry residents of the town. 
Collado has to send a jeepney to fetch them. 

A student from Alcala, who was training in 
a national government office in Dagupan City, 
was reportedly advised not to report to the of- 
fice “until further notice.” 

Reports gathered by the Inquirer also 
showed that some employees of a national 
government agency in Dagupan refused to 
transact business with Alcala residents. 

The checkpoints set up by the police in 
the four major entry and exit points of 
Barangay Vacante were scheduled to be re- 
moved on Sunday afternoon. 

Police officials said none of the policemen 
assigned to the village would be subjected to 
quarantine procedures because they had no 
contact with either Adela or Mauricio Catalon. 

Baldomero belied reports that many vil- 
lagers had defied the quarantine order by leav- 
ing the village through the agricultural fields. 


Enough food 
The residents, she said, had enough food 
ven to them by the provincial and town gov- 
ernments, the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development, Pangasinan Rep. Mark Co- 
juango, San Miguel Corp. and other donors. 

Stil, the livelihood of Vacante residents has 
been affected as dealers refuse to buy their agri- 
cultural produce, specifically corn and tobacco. 

Even dealers of various products supply- 
ing Vacante's sari sari (variety) stores avoid 
the village. 

Astoreowner in the village's Zone IV, which 
îs not covered by the quarantine order, com- 
plained that he has nothing to sell anymore. 

‘The owner cannot buy his supplies from 
stores in the town proper because store 
‘owners there do not want to sell to him orto 
residents of Vacante. 

Fish and vegetable vendors from other towns, 
who usually sell their products everyday in the 
village, have stopped coming, 
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Basfa ampalaya para sa diabetes, 
ang rekomendado nami'y 
walang iba kundi... 


AMPALAYA FOOD SUPPLEMENT 


Kaming mga doktor sa 
AMHOP ang namamahala 
sa mga municipal health 
center sa ating bansa. 
Napatunayan namin na ang 
Charantia ay mabisang 
tulong sa aming mga 
pasyenteng may Type 2 
diabetes. Matapos uminom 
ng Charantia araw-araw 
kasama ng ehersisyo, 
tamang diyeta, at kanilang 
gamot, bumaba ang 
kanilang blood sugar at 
nakaranas ng panibagong 
sigla. 


A 


Dr. Guia G. Abad 
AMHOP President 


Avallableatall {mercury drug branches and other 
leading drugstores and selected supermarkets nationwide. 


* CO-EB0SV 


nm ` aa SAT UE aa a ete parții iii TEE it itp eer EVI 


"PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2003 


n 


JP bas fully Dayrit: We're down to three SARS cases 


recovered. | sen "les not a SARS case? Dayrit 


By Joey A. Gabieta ble active parenchymal lung infil- ` said, adding that the worker was 
PDI Visayas Bureau trates. The heart shadow is not A brought to the hospital on April 
enlarged." i : i 24 and was given antibiotics, but 
PALO, Leyte—JR the overseas | “Asa result of that, we are de- [| died on the 27th. 
worker mistakenly identified | classifying (her as a SARS case,” | ai (“lt could have'been an appen- 
as the countrys fourth SARS | Dayrit said. A Ln . dicitis that was not managed 
case, has fully recovered and | He theorized that technicians \ i ] properly resulting in full-blown 
willbe discharged today local | from the private sector could , 1 infection. It was an intra-abdomi- 
boih iei. S have made a "wet reading" of the NR. ` 4 nal infection, probably a rup- 

Mila Bachu Bacus, director | X-ray finding and falsely conclud- tured appendicitis,” Dayrit said. 
for Eastern Visayas ofthe De. | ed that JP was suffering from ; CY, the Filipino who is married 
partment of Health, said JP | “bacterial pneumonia.” s toa Chinese and lives at the quar- 
P be allowed to go home | Dayrit said such errors oc- | antined Amoy Gardens, is in 
today after she had fully re. | curred în other SARS-infected h A) ‘very serious condition” at the 
covered from viral infection, | countries, : United Christian Hospital, ac- 

“She will be released any “We err on the side of safety,” cording to Sto. Tomas, 
time (Tuesday). Until (Mon. | he said, admitting though that Dayrit also called attention to 
day) morning, she did not | the error “caused a lot of panic” . the possible outbreak of dengue 
develop any fever She is | and placed JP's family in a lot of 3 during the rainy season, admit- 
ambulatory" Bacus told a | discomfort. ^ 77 i ting that the health department 
news conference here. C " may have difficulty addressing 

Bacus said JP's body tem- oronavirus RETR Gea arti oră thar ts be sari ta ee Strict implementation of security and. both SARS and dengue out- 
perature remained normal at. .Dr Maria Consorcia Quizon, quarantine measures delays the entry of passengers at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport. RoGERMARGAUIO 
$6.8. Her chest X-ray exami. | director of the National Epidemi- ps sked people to dispose 
26.8, Her chest Xray erami | ology Center, said the RITM and girl was travelling with her par- several rooms into isolation ‘The woman, identified only as of accumulated, water im their 
(SERE the SLH were now “capable” of ents for a beach holiday in the rooms. JC, was admitted to the Queen backyards with the coming of the . 

WP's husband also did not | testing for the coronavirus, Philippines. The issue of hospitals fearful of Mary Hospital only the other day. rainy season. “The next epidemic 
ed amende ds for | “This week, we can already Officials of the World Health being stigmatized came to the — But Dayrit called uptheIngua- isdengue,"he said 
SARS, she added, confirm the presence ofthe coro- Organization and the DOH are fore yesterday when Dayrit ad- tm last night to clarify that the “We cannot have two epi- 

ws sheadded, re | navirus here she said, adding concemed about reports that mitted thata private hospitalthat woman had not been infected denis breaking out simultane. 
ern Visayas was nowbackto | that the two centers can do it in some private hospitals—fearful treated JP in Eastern Samar had with the SARS virus, ously” he said, adding that 
beinga"SARS-free region,” | hours. of losing clients—have started attempted to “hide” her X-ray re- Quoting Hong Kong Consul dengue has infected 10 persons 

Piden] Adviser for | Previously specimens from to turn away suspected SARS sults. General Vicky Bataclan, Dayritsaid in Sultan Kudarat, killing one. 
Eastern Visayas Victor Domin- | suspected SARS patients were patients ‘The results had led the DOH to the 27-year-old maid could have With reports from AFP Blanche 
o, who joined in the press | Sent to Japan for testing. WHO country representative wrongly classify JP as the coun- died ofa ruptured appendicitis. S. Rivera 
Bring, immediately called | , Alport oficials announced Dr Jean Marc Olive asked private uy fourth SARS case, $ 

Wr ecd t | passengers, even those hospitals to effect a closer cooper- Vi ff h 
Present Macapagal Arroyo | coming from SARS-fee countries, ation to strengthen their capacity New case? — ietnam offers ope 
pending release ofthe patient, | Would be screened and those with to attend to SARS cases shoulda Another, Filipino domestic 

Bacus said they would no | fever would be prevented from full-blown outbreak hit town. helper died on Sunday of a still S ARS can be li ke d 
longer wait for thevesuts on | boarding the aircraft while they “Whar is important is for the unknown ailment after spending CKE! 
theblood samples taken from | Undergo further tests. private sector (hospitals) to get less than 24 hours in a hospital in 
JB which are being tested at A Seoul-bound Philippine Air- together to address the SARS Hong Kong. From page Al virus spread in February through 
Fe eden site for | lines fight was forced to return to problem, Olive told the Inquirer Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Hanoi’ only international hospital. 
Tropical Medicine (RITM). | Manila last week after one passen- in a telephone interview. ‘Tomas said the death could have ‘Sixty:three people contracted 
With reports from Carla B | gerhad the chills, officials said. To date, only the Asian Hospi- been caused by SARS. Vietnam's success in contain- the virus, including several doctors 
With reporie fom Carda | . Yesterday, a 7-yearold South tal has a negative pressure room “Any death becomes SARS sus- ing SARS however stood outop- and nurse, Hanofs French Hospi- 
Gomez, Rom inlita, | Korean girl was whisked to the to tackle SARS and only the pect...itsposibleshemayhave timistically amid the otherwise tal wes cordoned off on March 11, 
PDI Visayas Bureau. RITM after she developed high Makati Medical Center has an- had symptoms of SARS,” Sto. grim news. No new SARS cases a move credited with slowing the 

fever while aboard the plane. The nounced moves of converting Tomassaid inapressbriefing. have been reported in Vietnam rate of infection and keeping SARS 
since April 8. from spreading beyond its doors. 

"Vietnam has been able to... 
show the world that there ishope China cover-up 
that SARS can be contained,” Pas- In contrast to Vietnam, China 
cale Brudon, WHO representa- was widely criticized for failing to 
tive in Vietnam, said at a news respond earlier to the disease crisis. 
conference in Hanoi. China's best-known dissident 

Fast and tough action is credited | said in an article published Mon- 
with Vietnam's success, In contrast, day in the International Herald 
China—regarded as the birthplace Tribune that the SARS cover-up in 
ofthe disease—has been criticized China had to have been the work 
for not acting for months after the of the country's highest leaders. 
first outbreak erupted in its south “Hiding information about 
last November. something as dangerous as SARS 

"The latest deaths brought Chi- could only have been sanctioned at 
na's national toll to 139. Officials the highest levels—the Politburo 
said 3,106 people have been con- and Secretariat,” said Wei Jing- 
firmed infected, including 203 sheng, referring to the top echelons 
new cases on Monday. ofthe Chinese Communist Party. 

In Beijing, there were three — "No mere minister of health or 
new deaths. So far 59 people Beijing mayor would have the 
have died and 1,199 confirmed courage or power to hide this 
infected in the city where police kind of information. Their recent 
were stopping thousands of vehi- dismissal was the usual story: 
cles and checking drivers and Lower officials are scapegoats for 
passengers for SARS symptoms. — high-level irresponsibilt 

The capital has about 7,600 The health minister and Bei- 
people in quarantine and has jings mayor were sacked last 
kept its schools and nightlife shut week for their part in hiding the 
down as it builds a 1,000-bed extent of SARS in China. 

SARS isolation camp on its north- The US-based Wei compared 
ern outskirts, China's SARS crisis to the former 

Hong Kong reported 14 new Soviet Union's Chernobyl disas- 
infections—the lowest total yet ter—the nuclear accident which 
for any 24-hour period since the Soviet regime initially cov- 
Hong Kong began releasing daily ered up. 

SARS statistics in March. It is now considered one of the 
5 final blunders of a closed totali- 
Indonesia. tarian system that ultimately led 

Indonesia said it suspected a to its demise. In the wake of that 
Taiwanese businessman had died disaster, former Soviet leader 
of SARS, in what would be the + Mikhail Gorbachev was com- 
country’ first fatality from the pelled to use the policy of “glas- 
fu-Jike virus, Host" or openness as a means to 

Taiwan began enforcement of recover legitimacy, but opening a 
a 10-day quarantine in state-pro- closed system spelled its demise, 
vided quarters for visitors arriv- Wei said. 
ing from SARS-infected coun- In the SARS crisis, the Chinese 
tries. Incoming citizens have to regime also faces a fragile legitimacy 
stay at home for the same period. as revealed by rumors within China, 
With planes all but empty, airlines | that SARS may have emanated from 
canceled some flights. the country biological weapons re- 

In Malaysia, officials sealed offa | search facilities, Wei said. 
hospital with almost 600 workers Most Chinese also believe the 
and patients in Kuching on Borneo communist regime is guilty of 
island because they feared it might concealing information about an 
becontaminated with SARS. * infectious disease that threatens 

None of the Kuching cases had the entire country. 
been classified as probable SARS, But unlike Chemobyl, Wei 
but “for now nobody comes in said, Western countries were not 
and nobody gets out ofthe hospi- criticizing China. Outside pres- 
tal," said Deputy Health Director sure was, in large part, what 
General Ismail Merican. made Chernobyl a turning point 

In Singapore, where 22 have that led to the Soviet collapse, 

i died from SARS, hundreds of “By contrast, Western leaders 
drei ders Eyes PE see ss people disinfected and fumigated today need Beijing's support in. 
Se ne RICO ud PA open air markets and food stalls. their own internal dispute over 


‘The massive weeklong cleanup Iraq and in dealing with North 


will temporarily close 134 food Korea,” Wei said. 


: : enters and 80 markets island- — "More than a shame, it would 
$ Wide, the National Environmen- be a historic mistake to pass up 
PROVIDES CONVENIENCE $ tal Agency said. this opportunity to make China's 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- leaders accountable to their own 
AND SAVES ENERGY , DIGIT drome, which has spread to more people and to the world at large. 
than 30 countries via air travel- The virus next time is sure to be 
ers, prompted a rare global alert more virulent.” 
from WHO. Tourism in Asia has Wei, one of China's key dissi- 
j dropped sigaeanty, den, spent 18 years in prison 
" Y i But WHO on Monday li all before being sent into exile. Since 
Samsong lioctronios PMNIUMN NM ON travel advisories for Vietnam, which 197, he has lived in the United 
had ive deat from SARSaferthe States, Reports by AP and AFP 
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GMA: Be prepared for worst scenario 


From page Al 


nationwide. 

“The use of the term ‘national 
emergency’ may have been inap- 
propriate but the fact is we are 
facing a serious national con- 
cern,” Bunye said, “This adminis- 
tration is determined to use its re- 
sources to check this menace.” 

Bunye later told the Ivouiner 
the phrase was used as a descrip- 
tive, nota legal, term. 

‘The President noted that the of- 
ficial number of SARS cases had 
been lowered from four to three, 
and that Barangay Vacante in Al- 
cala, Pangasinan, where two con- 
firmed SARS deaths occurred, had 
shown no new SARS transmittal 
cases while under quarantine. 

“So if we're talking of a nation- 
al emergency, that should be in 
Beijing, Guangdong, Hong Kong, 
“Toronto,” she said. 


Not illegal 

Even though Malacafiang re- 
tracted the "national emergency" 
statement, various agencies fell 
in line, 

Justice Undersecretary Merced- 
itas N. Gutierrez told reporters the 
imposition of a "national emer- 
gency” was constitutional and 
backed by existing laws, 

“It is a declared policy of the 
state to promote the health of the 
people. (So the declaration is) for 
the general welfare of the peo- 
ple,” said Gutierrez, 

She said that as head of state, 
President Macapgal-Arroyo was 
expected to “protect the health 
and the life of every individual in 
the country.” 

“As of now, I think there are 
sufficient laws to adopt measures 
to prevent the spread of SARS 
and even to prevent the (entry) of 
passengers suspected of carrying 
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the disease,” Gutierrez said, 

She claimed that existing laws 
even empowered the President to 
bar the entry of aircraft or sea 
vessels that carry contagious dis- 
eases. 

“Actually there are two laws in- 
volved,” Gutierrez disclosed. 
“The law on quarantine and the 
sanitation code.” 

The Philippine National Police 
also said it was bracing itself to 
perform such tasks as setting up 
checkpoints and curtailing the 
movement of people in SARS-in- 
fected areas. 

“This is harder because the en- 
emy in terrorism is defined. In 
SARS, it’s not. You won't know if 
the next guy who coughs has 
SARS, Its even more difficult 
than the equivalent of the Iraq 
war? said PNP Deputy Director 
General Virtus Gil. 

Gil emphasized that in cases of 
SARS infection in a community, 
the polícemen's job would be lim- 
ited to cordoning off an area. 

“Like what happened in Alcala, 
we just cordoned off the area. Don't 
let anybody in, don't let anybody 
‘out. That will only be the role ofthe 
police and the military” he said. 

“We will not be arresting peo- 
ple. We will not be bringing them 
to the hospitals. We will not be 
guarding the hospitals. That's the 
Tole of the DOH (Department of 
Health); thats not ours.” 

‘The Department of Trade and 
Industry also said it would crack 
down on unscrupulous traders 
who have hoarded and profited 
excessively from the sale of basic 
SARS prevention goods such as 
vitamin C supplements, rubbing 
alcohol and surgical masks. 

Trade and Industry Secretary 
Manuel A. Roxas II has deployed 
the DTI price monitoring team 
nationwide to check price and 
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Fight vs SARS like war on terror’ 


By Alcuin Papa 


BANGKOK, Thailand — (via 
PLDT)—A Malacafiang official 
yesterday compared the govern- 
ment’ fight against the Severe 
‘Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
virus to the war on terrorism, 

Speaking with reporters on 
board a Philippine Airlines flight 
to this city, National Security 
Adviser Roo Golez said the 
same counter-terrorism mea- 
sures adopted by the Philippine. 
National Police and the Armed 
Forces against terror attacks will 
also be used to combat the 
dreaded outbreak. 

Golez itemized the measures 
as "strengthening intelligence, 
hardening targets, consequence 
management and incidence 
management in case of an actu- 
al actof terrorism." 

“We must do the same thing 
here. In the case of SARS, peo- 
ple will have to gather informa- 
tion on what SARS is all about. 
We have to be very proactive in 
getting information on possible 
Suspects. We cannot just wait 
for people to come and report 


supply levels of ant-SARS 
medicine and tools and to appre- 
hend businessmen found to have 
engaged in profiteering 


Legislative action 

Interior and Local Government 
Secretary Jose Lina yesterday 
urged Congress to pass a law that 
would enable authorities to en- 
force strict quarantine regula- 
tions and sanctions to fight the 
spread of SARS. 


asmi 


that there are actual cases in 
this area.” 

Golez also said the whole police 
and military establishment wil 
have to be mobilized to contain 
the disease. “We have to go out 
and look for them (possible vic- 
tims). The entire PNB the entire lo- 
cal govemment will be mobilized 
here because we don't know when 
the next SARS suspect will be.” 

As for “target hardening,” 
Golez explained that the gov- 
ernment will have to tell people 
how they can strengthen their 
immunity (adjust their) 
lifestyle, (adopt to a) quarantine 
and control the movement of 
the people.” 

“The National Security Adviser 
is part of the advance party of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
today’s Asean SARS Summit 
here. The ten Asean heads of 
state, with Chinese Premier Wen 
Jiabao are expected to present a 
unified front against the disease 
that has already killed 317 peo- 
ple, most of them in Asia. 

During the one-day summit, 
the President is expected to pro- 
pose the creation of an Asean 


He said a new law was needed 
to amend RA 123 or the Quaran- 
tine Act to address the problem 
on how government would deal 
with persons or goods who arrive 
here from a SARS-infected coun- 
try and develop the flu-like illness 
eventually 

“We need a law that would 
support home confinement even 
ifthe person doesn't exhibit SARS 
symptoms upon arrival here,” 
Lina told reporters. 


Health Emergency Fund that 
can be used by the member 
countries to counter SARS. 


Active role 

Golez also said local officials 
should take a more active role in 
the fight against SARS. "They 
must be involved. First, they are 
in contact with their communi- 
ties. Second, they are also in 
charge of their health officials 
down to the barangay levels, The 
actual initial reports and caring 
for the patients initially is some- 
thing they can effectively oversee. 
Even determining whether some- 
thing has already reached calami- 
ty proportions, they can do that at 
the local level,” he said. 

He explained that the Philip- 
pine delegation will closely look 
at the measures being adopted 
by other Asean countries, partic- 
ularly Vietnam and Singapore. 
According to WHO statistics, no 
new SARS case has been report- 
ed în Vietnam since April 8. 
"They have instituted tough 
measures to control the flow of 
patients to and from hospitals. It 
was discovered that hospitals 


Sen. Manuel Villar Jr filed Sen- 
ate Bil No. 2551 seeking to 
amend RA 123 by providing addi- 
tional powers and functions to the 
Bureau of Quarantine and pre- 
scribing penalties to violations. 

But Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 
said local governments need not. 
wait for Congress to act on the 
quarantine measures, 

Pimentel said that LGUs pos- 
sessed “general welfare” powers 
under the Local Government 
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have a major role in the spread” 
ing of SARS: And that is some: 
thing we can study.” On the oth- 
er hand, Singapore has adopted 
draconian measures against 
SARS, including isolation of 
whole communities and the 
monitoring of people in quaran- 
tine using government cameras. 
At the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Sec. Blas Ople said the 
summit will also touch on the co! 
ordination of efforts and harmo- 
nization of anti-SARS procedures 
to prevent further “diplomatic fis- 
sures” between countries, partic- 
ularly between Asean members. 
“Other than a harmonization 
and coordination of what are now- 
non-uniform preventive and cor- 
rective measures, the Philippines 
van be expected to propose a 
mechanism for the setting up of. 
an Asean SARS fund," Ople said. 
“The fund ... will be used for 
further research on the causes 
and symptoms of the disease, as 
well as to launch a region-wide 
information campaign on the 
nature of the disease and its pre- 
vention,” he added. With a re-' 
port from Norman Bordadora 


Code which allow them to “do 
anything that is necessary to pro- 
tect and enhance and safeguard 
the health of the people.” 

“The problem with enacting a 
Jaw now is that it will take time 
before the law is enacted, you 
will probably have more serious 
cases of SARS already,” Pimentel 
told reporters. With reports from 
Michael Lim Ubac, TJ Burgonio, 
Christine O. Avendano and Gil 
Cabacungan 


MA-707 (Beck) 


Portable Wireless PA System 
with Cassette & CD player system 


OTHER MIPRO MODELS AND COMPATIBLE ACCESSORIES 


SINGLE CHANNEL SYSTEM (with Cassette player) 


Single Wireless Handheld Mic 
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Single Wireless Headset Mic 
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SINGLE CHANNEL SYSTEM (with Cassette & CD player) 


On top of MA-707 is the CD player and the 9 volts rechargeable 
battery compartments. Next to it are 2 wireless receiver 
compartments and below is the auto-reverse Cassette player 
recorder with pitch control. Under it are the following controls and 
slots: the over-all master volume control, tape power/volume 
control, tone control, line-in volume control, mic 1 volume control, 


mic 2 volume control, 6.5 line input, 6.5 microphone input, XLR 
microphone input. On the base are 2 stored rechargeable 
batteries which can last up to 8-hours when fully-charged. 
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Also included in this unit is the 240V main power input giving you 
the flexibility to use the main power or the rechargeable battery. 
(NOTE: The recharging system is built into the MA-707 unit.) 


‘The MIPRO MA-707 Series system has provisions lo accept second wireless microphone which will allow you lo use both wireless microphone at tho same time, D x 
In addition to this MA-707 system, it can have a further two (2) corded microphones connected o all their respective independent volume controls. Dimension: 435H x 300W x 220D mm / Weight 14 kg. 


Patented / Certifications: Adheres to various telecom regulations. 
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depot closure 


By Jerome Aning 


THE TOP three petroleum com- 
panies in the country have asked 
the Manila Regional Trial Court 
to declare as void an ordinance 
shutting down the Pandacan oil 
depot. 

Shell, Caltex and Petron said 
the closure of the facility could 
jeopardize their operations and 
trigger fuel price increases and 
supply shortages that would 
wreak havoc on the economy. 

They asked the court to issue a 
temporary restraining order 
against Manila Mayor Lito Atien- 
za to prevent him from enforcing 
City Ordinance No. 8027, which 
converted the depot site from an 
industrial zone into a commercial 
zone. 

Caltex is also seeking P22 mil- 
lion from the city government 
representing actual and nominal 
‘damages and litigation expenses. 

‘A memorandum of agreement 
signed by the oil firms and Atienza 
allowed the continued operation of 
the depot until Wednesday, April 30, 
despite the ordinance. 

Under the MOU, the oil firms 
agreed to scale down operations by 
as much as 40 percent. 

Councilors interviewed by the 


Look... 


From page A20 
saw in other countries where 
there had been SARS outbreaks, 
the virus appears to be more ac- 
tive in dirty places. 

“That is why 1 ask every Fil- 
ipino especially every barangay 
tanod to make it a personal re- 
sponsibility to respond to this 
challenge,” she said. 

The President also said that 
barangay tanods can help in “con- 
tact tracing,” or the determina- 
tion of the identities of people 
who came into contact with prob- 
able SARS carriers. 


e (Niki hovet Gate 


Inoue over the weekend said 
they are not inclined to renew the 
oil depot’s license to operate be- 
cause the oil companies were too 
slow în complying with the terms 
inthe MOU. 

‘The oil firms said they need more 
time to scale down operations. But 
the councilors said that if this would 
be granted, this proves that the oil 
firms really do not intend to leave 
Pandacan. 

In their separate petitions, Shell 
Caltex and Petron said that the cost 
of relocating the depot would be 
prohibitive, estimating it at about 
P20 billion. 

‘The oil firms also want the 
court to require City Hall to allow 
them to operate while their peti- 
tion is being heard, and be given 
the regular, unconditional per- 
mits to operate until the end of 
the year. 

Barangay 835 chair Felix Ma- 
jabague, the only one among 43 
barangay chairs in Pandacan to op- 
pose the retention of the depot, 
urged the Council to begin formulat- 
ing the implementing rules and 
guidelines for the phaseout of the 
depot. 

“They sho ld uphold the ordi- 
nance and not enter into another @ 
deal with the oil firms,” he said. 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE WATER company whose wa- 
tez supply allegedly downed sev- 
eral residents of a Las Piñas sub- 
division with typhoid fever early 
this month has petitioned the Na- 
tional Water Resources Board for 
3 P57 increase in basic charges. 
BE Waterworks, the mai 

supplier of BF Resort Subdivision, has 
pending petition with the NWRD, 
which had been filed as early as Octo- 
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SUMMER PLUNGE 
Children jump into a piece of Manila Bay in Malabon to cool off, ignoring the disease they might catch 
from the polluted water. 


water 


Perez’s return rumored 


From page A20 
tary Leandro Mendoza who would re- 
place Interior Secretary Joey Lina. 

Lina is said to be being considered to 
replace Fernando as DPWH secretary, or 
as the Lakas party's campaign manager. 

Perez was transportation secretary 
during the Ramos administration. 

In several radio interviews yesterday, 
presidential spokesman Ignacio Bunye 
‘was asked point blank about Perez's 
supposed return. 

He sidestepped comment on Perez 
and just brushed off talks about a Cabi- 
net rigodon as speculation. 

"Well as far as Secretary (Lina) is 


concerned, the President has said ina 
meeting with the Liga ng Barangay that 

to reassign Lina to an- 
other department. 

"So that so-called rigodon I believe, 
is just speculation at this me," Bunye 
told state-run Radyo ng Bayan. 

Perez resigned last Jan. 2 after fail- 
ing to shake off deposed Manila Rep. 
Mark Jimenez’s allegations that the 
secretary extorted $2 million from him. 

Ms Macapagal made Perez go on a 30- 
day leave on Nov. 26, 2002, a day after 
Jimenez came out with his allegations. 
But she did not reinstate him on Dec. 27, 
2002, the end of the forced leave. 
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came in 1998. 


the need arises." 


the last increase ment. 
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It still wants to raise water rates 


ber 2002, according to Robert Cam- 
pos, the firm's accounting supervisor 

Campos yesterday said that the 
new rate would cover the firm's in- 
Grease in operational expenses 
brought about by adjustments in 
dearidry charges and dollar ex- 
change rate last year 

In the petition, BF Waterworks 
asked to increase the base monthly 
rate to P145 from P88, or P1450 
from P8.80 per cubic meter 

Campos said 


“Our concerns are legitimate,” 
he told the Inquirer. “We don't ap- 
ply for a rate increase simply be- 
cause we want to. We do it when 


But the residents said the re- 
cent outbreak of typhoid fever in 
their subdivision because of con- 
taminated water should convince 
the NWRB not to grant the water 
firm’s petition for a rate adjust- 


but got no 
jobs at all 


WHEN looking for a job, jobseek: 
ers should also be on the lookout 
for fake recruiters. 

This was one lesson 13 young 
jobseekers learned last Sunday 
after they were allegedly duped 
byEdwin dela Cruz. 

The victims accused Dela Cruz, 
25, of charging each of them 
P200 placement fee for non-exis- 
tent jobs with a non-existent pub- 
lication. 

Honeytheene Pagalaran, 23, 
one of the victims, told police that 
Dela Cruz, whom they have 
known for a long time, had told 
the jobseekers that he is an editor 
of the Industrial Philippine Jour: 
mal 

She said that on separate oc- 
casions, Dela Cruz had 
promised the victims jobs in the 
publication for a placement fee 
of P200. 

Pagalaran said that last 
Sunday, Dela Cruz had 
brought his recruits to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange on 
Ayala Avenue in Makati. But 
they learned from Joemarie 
Antonio, a security guard at 
the Exchange, that there was 
no such publication office in 
the building. 

With the guard's help, the vic- 
tims hauled off Dela Cruz to the 
Makati Police and filed a com- 
plaint against him. 

Jamie Alarcon 


National emergency edict 
needed on SARS 


NO MATTER what the so-called buman 
rights activists say, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo is justified in using all the resources 
of government in preventing the spread of 
the deadly Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome (SARS) virus. 

The President should not be distracted 
by criticisms from her usual critics and 
even those who say that her declaration of 
a national emergency to fight SARS violat- 
ed the Constitution. 

People are dying by the hundreds in 
Hong Kong, China and Canada. And God 
forbid, soon people might be dying by the 
thousands if the modern-day scourge is not 
contained, 

And here in the Philippines, GMA's 
critics are invoking the Constitution to 
lambaste her for declaring a state of 
mational emergency to prevent the 
spread of SARS. At least two persons 
have died in Pangasinan because of 
SARS and another probable SARS vic- 
tim is confined in a government hospi- 
tal in Tacloban City. 

If the government doesn't take draco- 
nian measures now, SARS might spread 
to other parts of the country. 

Shall we wait for SARS to go on a ram- 
page before we ask our government to 
take drastic measures? 

 GMAts critics say that under the Constitu- 
tion, only Congress may declare a state of 
national emergency and grant extraordi- 
nary powers to the President for a limited 
period of time. 

Why should we wait for Congress make 
the declaration when concrete action is 
needed now? Congress will surely be 
bogged down in debates over whether to 
declare a national emergency given the 
penchant of our lawmakers for grandstand- 
ing. 

let the President declare a national 
emergency and have Congress approve it 
later. 

Everybody would be made aware 
about the grave danger facing the whole 
population in the face of SARS as a result. 
of the national emergency declaration. 

The President has appointed Health 
Secretary Manuel Dayrit as SARS czar to 
coordinate all efforts to prevent the 
spread of the epidemic. 

Dayrit is empowered to call on the po- 
lice and the military to help confine 
SARS in areas already affected. 

Had the national emergency been de- 
clared earlier, the stand-off in Tacloban City 
over a probable SARS victim would not 
have taken place. 

Tacloban City Mayor Alfred Romualdez 
tried to prevent the probable SARS victim, 
a woman identified only as JB" who is from 
Samar, from entering his city. 

Romualdez said he was just protecting 
his constituents from being infected. He 
was prevailed upon by his cousin, former 
Health Secretary Alberto Romualdez to 
allow JP to be taken to the Eastern 
Visayas Regional Medical Center in the 
city. 


You can't blame Romualdez for acting 


ON TARGET 


Ramon Tulfo 


the way he did. 

“I would have done the same thing if T 
were in his place,” said a Metro Manila 
mayor. 

The welfare of the majority should 
take priority over that of an individual, 
said the mayor who didn’t want to be 
identified. 

In fighting SARS, the Constitution 
should be set aside to contain the mod- 
ern-day “Black Plague” that decimated 
Europe in the Middle Ages. 

Ie’ a good thing Bayani Fernando has re- 
alized that he could not hold two very criti- 
cal positions at the same time. 

He gave up his position as secretary of 
public works and highways and decided 
to retain the position of chair of the 
Metro Manila Development Authority. 

Only his bootlickers would have told Fer- 
nando, "kayc-kayang mo yan (You can suc- 
cessfully hold both positions)" 

But his former subordinates at the DP- 
WH told a different story. "Hindi pumapa- 
sok si Bayani Fernando sa kanyang opisina. 
Masyado niyang inaatupag ang kanyang 
trabaho sa MMDA (He's not been coming to 
the office. He concentrates on his work at 
the MMDA),” a top DPWH official told me 
before Fernando resigned as public works 
chief. 

Metro Manilans, those not affected by 
his strict campaign against sidewalk ven- 
dors and squatters, rejoice over Fernando's 
decision to concentrate on making the 
metropolis a better place to live in. 

A contingent of the Special Action 
Force (SAF) inside the vast Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) complex 
has become a problem to officials at the 
former US military base. 

SAF is the Philippine National Police’ 
counterpart of the Army's Special 
Forces. Because of their commando 
training, SAF members are as disciplined 
as Special Forces soldiers. 

But instead of helping maintain order 
inside the SBMA complex, SAF members 
have become a problem. 

An SBMA official told me when I took a 
vacation at the complex during the Holy 
Week that SAF troops have been hunting 
wild life în the SBMA forests, 

Their hunting poses a danger to tourists 
and SBMA residents like. 

Not only do they hunt wild game, they 
also engage in illegal logging in the forest. 
within the complex, according to the same. 
SBMA official. 

Members of SAE which has a training 
camp in jungle survival within the com- 
plex, have been suspected of burglaries of 
houses of residents in the complex. 

‘What kind of discipline do SAF members 
have? 
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By Leila Salaverria 


WITH garbage accumulating in 
waterways faster than the au- 
thorities can clean it up, what is 
the Metro Manila Development 
Authority to do? 

MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando 
has an unorthodox solution: En- 
list the help of your neighbor- 
hood toughies. 

Fernando yesterday said that 
he is not joking when he said he 
would be enlisting the help of 
street thugs, or "maton," to pre- 
vent their neighbors from throw- 
ing their garbage in canals, creeks 
orrivers. 

According to Fernando, the 
toughies are "natural leaders." 

“If they accept the challenge, 
they can be very effective,” he 
said in a phone interview. 

Fernando said that given the 


said. 
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Shot in Sta, Ana 


MARIBEL S. SUELLO, 22, yesterday never got home 
alive after a soldier shot her pointbiank. Detective Vir- 
go Vilareal sald Pfc, Roe! Maputi, 31, of Mayon 
Street, Sta. Ana, Manila, was reportedly drunk when 
he barged into the house of Suelo’ friend, Daniel 
Barrun, and opened fre with an M-14 rie, Kiling the 
woman. But Maputi denied the charge and clalmed it 
was Barrun who shot Suelo. Vilareal sald Barrun 
and Maputi had an argument while they were having 
a drink earler that night. The Incident happened in 
Barrun's house on Mayon Sreet at around 12:45 a.m. 
Philip Tubeza, Lourdes Valerie Handumon. 


Robbed in Manila 


ANOTHER Korean man on Saturday was drugged 
and robbed in Manila. When Byung Kwan Lee woke 
up, he found himself in a bus bound for the Mountain 
Province. Lee, 27, currently staying În a hotelin 
Pasay City, lost more than P15,000 to four women, 
sald SPO4 Cecilio Sacorum. Lee identified Melanie 
‘Aquino and Aurora Insigne from police mug shots of 
known members of the Ativan gang. Philip Tubeza, 
Lourdes Valerie Handumon 


Stabbed in Pasig City 


VINCENT Evangelist, 26, on Sunday night had just 
left a bar with his companions when he asked two 
men who were riding bicycles for some cigarettes 
and a lighter. When the men refused, Evangelista 
‘chased them, shouting invectives. For his trouble, 
Evangelista, 26, of Taguig, was stabbed in the chest 
and killed at about 11 p.m. in Karangalan Vilage, 
Barangay Manggahan, said SPO2 Rodolfo Salaman- 
ca, Nelson Flores 


Body found in Caloocan 

THE BODY of an unidentified man, belleved to have 
been executed, was found in a vacant lot in Caloocan 
City on Sunday. The man was described as about 40 
years old, stood at 5-foot-2, with a tattoo of a female 
face In the right shoulder. The victim was wearing 
denim shorts when his body was found at a vacant 
{ot in Vista Verde, Barangay Llano at 4 p.m. Police 
‘said the victim was shot five times. — Anne Luisa Vil- 
tarko 


SUPREME COURT 
DOCTRINES 


Are 
REMEDIAL LAW (CIVIL PROCEDURE) - 
Procedure to be followed by sheriffs in the 
implementation of a writ of execution - Sec- 
tion 9, Rule 141 of the Revised Rules of 
Court prescribes the procedure to be fol- 
lowed by the sheriffs in implementing a writ 
of execution, thus: "SEC. 9. Sheriffs and oth- 
er persons serving processes, xxx. In addi- 
tion to the fees hereinabove fixed, the party 
requesting the process of any court, prelimi- 
nary, incidental, or final, shall pay the sher- 
iffs expenses in serving or executing the 
process, or safeguarding the property levied 
‘upon, attached or seized, including kilome- 
trage for each kilometer of travel, guards’ 
fees, warehousing and similar charges, in an 
amount estimated by the sheriff, subject to 
the approval of the court. Upon approval of 
said estimated expenses, the interested par- 
ty shall deposit such amount with the clerk 
of court and ex-oficio sheriff, who shall dis- 
burse the same to the deputy sheriff as- 
signed to effect the process, subject to liqui- 
dation within the same period for rendering 
a return on the process. Any unspent 
amount shall be refunded to the party mak- 
ing the deposit. A full report shall be submit- 
ted by the deputy sheriff assigned with his 
return, and the sheriff's expenses shall be 
taxed as costs against the judgment debtor." 
Itisclear from the above rule that before an. 
interested party pays the sheriff for his ex- 
penses, the latter should first estimate the 
amount to be approved by the court, Upon 
approval, the interested party shall deposit 
the amount with the clerk of court and ex- 
oficio sheriff who shall disburse it to the 
sheriff assigned to execute the writ. The 
amount so disbursed is subject to liquida- 
tion. Any unspent amount shall be refunded. 
to the party making the deposit. Thereafter, 
a full report shall be submitted by the sher- 
iff. Respondent sheriff simply demanded 
from complainant the sum of P5,000.00 
without first furnishing her the estimate or 
detail of the expenses and without securing 
court approval. Even conceding that the 
sum of P5,000.00 demanded by respondent 
is reasonable, this does not justify his devia- 
tion from the procedure laid down in the 
above Rule.[Citations omitted.) [Justice 
Sandoval-Gutierrez, Third Division, Danao 
v. Franco, Jr, A.M. No. P-02-1569. Novem- 
ber 13, 2002] 
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thugs? status in their communi- 
ties, their neighbors are likely to 
follow their directives. 

He added that the MMDA has 
already appealed for help from so 
many persons, including the 
barangay officials, but garbage 
continues to pile up in Metro 
Manila's waterways. 

"We've called on everyone (for 
help), now we'll try to call on the 
maton (thugs),” the MMDA chair 
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BF wants street thugs to do h 
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KUNG AYAW MO NG SAKIT SA KATAWAN .. \ 
ITAPON ANG BASURA SA TAMANG LUGAR. 


MMDA Deputy Chair Cesar La- 
cuna, who heads the agencys 
flood control project, said the Fer- 
nando is merely encouraging the 
toughies to help, but won't go to 
the extent of deputizing them. 

He added that someone has to 
lead the neighborhood in keeping 
the waterways clean. 

Lacuna said there is a pressing 
need to prevent people from 


throwing their trash in water- 
ways because we will all suffer 
when the floods hit the metropo- he said. 


Fear of SARS spawns 
panic in Parafiaque 


By Christian Esguerra ficials found an entirely different 
story. 

“The text barrage was probably 
triggered by the death of one Alice 
Dalimbang, 32, a scavenger from 
Ipil Site—not Clinic —which is also 
located in Barangay BE Vargas said. 

‘Neighbors rushed an unconscious 
Dalimbang to the Parafiaque Com- 
munity Hospital at around 2 a.m. on 
April 25, said Dr Loreleigh Obed, the 
hospital's medical director. 

‘The woman died at around 
6:45 a.m. that day due to sep- 
ticemia or blood infection, ac- 
cording to Obed. 

"We're still tracing the source 
of the infection,” she told the In- 
QUIRER in an interview. 

“But definitely, she did not die 
of SARS, She had no history of 
fever, cough, and other symptoms 
of SARS.” 

Dalimbang, she said, had lost 
consciousness due to low level of 
potassium, a condition that nor- 
mally causes people to collapse. 

In case residents receive any in- 
formation about a possible case of 
SARS, Obed said they should inform. 
the City Epidimiological Surveillance. 
Unit at 826-8451, or the city hall's 
radio room at 826-6287. 


FEAR of the SARS (Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome) virus has 
gripped a poor community in 
Parafiaque after a woman there 
was reported to have died of the 
disease last week. 

Incensed city hall officals are 
blaming a religious group for al- 
legedly spreading rumors that the 
mysterious disease has killed some- 
one from Clinic Site in Barangay BE 

“Before they spread rumors, they 
should first verify their informa- 
tion,” said an irate Mario Jimenez, 
the city information officer 

City health officer Monchi Var- 
gas described the information as 
“hearsay.” while her deputy, De. 
Olga Virtusio, said the religious 
group “overreacted.” 

In a series of text messages, the 
group claimed that the victim was a 
domestic helper from Hong Kong 
who died at the Research Institute 
for Tropical Medicine in Alabang 
two weeks ago, Jimenez daimed. 

Fearing infection, the organi- 
zation reportedly suspended its 
weekly seminar at Clinic Site be- 
ginning last Sunday. 

Butan inquiry by city health of- 


Coast Guard on alert for ships 


from SARS-stricken countries 


By Philip Tubeza the arrival of their ships 48 hours 
before they dock,” said Vice Admi- 
THE SARS scare in the country has 


ral Reuben Lista, POG chief. 
prompted Philippine Coast Guard “Before, they were not re- 
officials to require ship owners to quired to do so," Lista said. 
inform authorities of the arrival of “(Now) they are required to in- 
their ships 48 hours before they form us about the status of their 
dockin any portinthe country: crew, especially if anyone is sick.” 

‘The Coast Guard on Friday re- ^ The Coast Guard issued the or. 
ported that they intercepted a der after the administration said 
ship after they learned thatoneof over the weekend that the SARS 
its crew members, a 21-year-old crisis has already reached the sta- 
Myanmar national, reportedly tus ofa “national emergency.” 
had SARS. Lista said Coast Guard person- 

The crewman was taken tothe nel will board ships before they 
San Lazaro Hospital, butitturned are allowed to dock in ports. They 
out that he only had tonsilit 


.__ will be accompanied by a doctor 
"As ordered by (Department of from the Bureau of Quarantine. 
‘Transportation and Communica- "We have a quarantine area 
tion) Secretary (Leandro) Men- here in Manila Bay, like in any 
doza,alishipowmers .arerequired port around the world,” Lista 
to inform the Coast Guard and the. 


said. "The ship will be ordered to 
PPA (Philippine Ports Authority) of drop anchor there." 


THe DAILY GOSPEL 


Tuesday, April 29, 2003 
2nd Week of Easter 
1stReading: Acts 4:32-37 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Because of this, don't be surprised when 1 
say: ou must be born again from above.’ 

“The wind blows where it pleases and you hear its sound, but you 
don't know where it comes from or where itis going. It is like that with 
everyone who is bom of the Spirit." 

Nicodemus asked again, "How can this be?" And Jesus answered, 
"You are a teacher in Israel, and you don't know these things! 

“Truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and we witness to 
the things we have seen, but you don't accept our testimony. If you 
don't believe when I speak of earthly things, what then, when I speak 
to you of heavenly things? No one has ever gone up to heaven except 
the one who came from heaven, the Son of Man. 

"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, so that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” 
Commentary 

Only Jesus can reveal to us the things of God because he is the only 
one who seen and heard God. It is already beyond our human under- 
standing that God wants to reveal his secrets to us. It is a greater mys- 
tery that to achieve that, the Son of God became Son of Man. Yet a still 
greater mystery is that the high point of revelation comes in the lifting 
up of the Son of Man, his erucifixion-“for the Jeews, what a great scan- 
dalt And for the Greeks, what nonsense!” (1Cor 1:23). What is 
achieved in death? Do we not all cling to life? Prolong it as long as we 
can? Does not death bring only pain and sorrow? Maybe there is more 
to death than we are willing to see. 
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lis. In less than two months, the 
rainy season wil officially begin, 


areas. 


Lacuna said it's their duty to 
prevent their constituents from 
throwing trash in canals or 


creeks. 


However, there are no clear 
penalties for irresponsible baran- 
gay officials, he added. 

Informal settlers who 
along riverbanks and creeks also 
contribute to the problem be- 
cause all their wastes go directly 


to the water. 


The pumping stations of the 
MMDA are also choked with 
garbage, making it difficult to re- 
move floodwaters, MMDA offi- 


nu 


is ‘dirty work’ 
Lacuna explained that even 
with the continuous cleaning and 
dredging of waterways, the rate 
of return of garbage is high. 
Earlier, the deputy chair said 


barangay officials should be held 
responsible for the floods in their 


cials have noted. 

The MMDA has been clean- 
ing waterways of Metro Manila. 
ever since it assumed responsi- 
bility over the flood control 
projects from the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
last year. 

About 1,000 MMDA personnel, 
as well as a host of mechanical 
equipment, have been deployed 
around the metropolis to dredge 
out the garbage. 

MMDA officials have said that 
while flooding won't disappear in 
the metropolis, it won't be as 
deep as before, and the water will 
recede faster. 

This is because itis impossible 
to keep the metropolis free from 
flood because the streets and 
drainage system are old and 
could not hold all the rainfall that 
comes. 


live 


COOLCAT 
Astreet cat sits comfortably on its rump in a Pasay City police station's detention cell. 
This was the sight that greeted President Macapagal-Arroyo when she paid a surprise. 


visit to the station on April 10, 
Macapagal naturally blew her top. 


ing no evildoers behind bars—just a cool cat—Ms 


EDWIN BACASMAS 


Yambao cracks whip on Malabon 
city workers; Vicencio still defiant 


By Anne Luisa Villarico 


ON HIS first day on the job, Mark Allan Jay 
Yambao threatened to charge with insubordi- 
nation Malabon city workers who refused to 
recognize him as acting mayor of Malabon 
Ciy. 

“Those (people) who still continue to ques- 
tion the validity of the suspension order (on 
Mayor Amado Vicencio) can address their le- 
gal questions in the proper courts,” Yambao 
said in a phone interview. 

The vice mayor yesterday also called for a 
special audit of all city transactions through 
the Commission on Audit, tasking the agency 
totake charge of the inventories. 

Before calling a meeting with all city de- 
partment heads yesterday afternoon, Yambao 
defined his priorities as acting mayor. He said 
he would continue to provide basic services 
for the people, ease traffic flow, and tend to 
overflowing canals to prevent flooding in the 
area, 

Yambao assumed office shortly after the 
suspension order was served to Vicencio. The 


Malabon mayor has been suspended for 60 
days allegedly for engaging in the dubious 
purchase of property intended for squatters. 

Some Malabon city hall workers remain 
steadfast in their support for Vicencio. 

“The city’s public information officer, Gerry 
Gonzales, yesterday said that Vicencio is “ex- 
hausting all legal remedies” to lift the suspen- 
sion order. 

Gonzales said Vicencio also has the support 
of six Metro Manila mayors. 

He claimed mayors Peewee Trinidad of 
Pasay City, Toby Tiangco of Navotas, Lito 
Atienza of Manila, JV Ejercito of San Juan, 
Rosendo Capco of Pateros, and Jejomar Binay 
of Makati City, signed a manifesto of support 
during the Metro Manila Mayors Council 
meeting held in Malabon last Saturday. 

The information officer added that Vicen- 
lois still waiting for the Temporary Restrain- 
ing Order from the Court of Appeals. 

Yesterday, Vicencio attended a thanksgiving 
mass at the San Bartolome Church in San 
Agustin, Malabon to thank his supporters and 
appeal to his constituents to lift the barricades. 


‘Kidnapped’ woman emerges 


By Leila Salaverria 


“IWAS not abducted.” 

‘This was what Angelina Kim Rabello had to 
say about her reported abduction in Makati 
City on April 12. 

Rabello on Saturday told the Inquirer that 
her cousin, Jovelyn Sison—who reported the 
abduction—and Sison's brother had invented 
the story about the abduction because they 
were worried about the death threats on Ra- 
bello. 

Rabello, 38, explained that she and her 
adopted sister have been at odds over the in- 
heritence money their mother had left chem. 

Their mother was murdered in Parafiaque 
in February this year. 

Rabello said [bat since then, she has been 
receiving death threats. 

Rabello said that Sison had hoped that if 
she were to report that Rabello had been kid- 
napped, the police might inspect Rabello's 
house, where the latter's adopted sister also 


lives. 

Sison and her brother had not expected 
that the reported abduction would make it to 
the newspapers, Rabello said. 

Rabello added that her sister and the sis- 
ter’s husband have threatened to harm not 
only hbs, but Sison as well. 

in also said in a letter faxed to the In- 
that the reported abduction was not 


pril 12, the day of their supposed ab- 
in Makati, Rabello said that she, Si- 
id the latter's two-year-old son, had 
at an A&W restaurant and had gone 


g the time she was supposed to be 
; Rabello said she had moved in with a 
friend [because she did not want to stay with 
her sisler at their house in Valenzuela. 
She|said she has also stopped going to work 
becaule of the family squabble. 
Sisdn, Rabello said, has already gone home 
tothe province. 
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= JJ Metro projects 
now in peril? 


By Leila B. Salaverria inthe metropolis, Th " | 
He added that the dredging 
WITH Bayani Fernando stepping machines that the MMDA has ey Simply 
down from the Publie Works and been using to clean up clogged — won't et 
Highways department to handle waterways belong to the DPWH. 0 el 
the Metro Manila Development Stil, Lacuna believes the new " 
‘Authority what will happen to DWPH secretary will be coopera-  l'UIITIOf S die 
the projects handled jointly by tive. 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo congratulates women barangay tanods who were among those who the two agencies? ^ Fernando yesterday made the j 
graduated from a barangay tanod professionalization course during graduation rites at the Cuneta MMDA officials are worried assurance that the progress ofthe By Dona Pazzibugan 
‘Astrodome in Pasay City Monday. mms that red tape or bureaucracy may Projects won't be hampered. 
hamper the progress of the ongo- He said he has already orga- RATHER than being put to 
ing projects. nized the mechanics of the pro- rest, rumors about former 
Look what SARS scare can Tee ec inelude thecon- jects so that they would becom. justice secretary Hernando 
struction of bridges across the pleted smoothly. Perez's Cabinet comeback 
Pasig River, the building of newly _ He also denied that he has flared following Bayani Fer- 
By Carlito Pablo and concemed about the cleanli- “Perhaps that is one good side designed pedestrian overpasses, been pressured to leave the post, — nando resignation as pub- 
mess of their communities out of effect resulting from the SARS and the geometric improvement saying he did so because of ques- lic works secretary. 
THERE'S a good side to the pre- fear ofthe deadly SARS virus. scare: the observance of personal of roadways, which includes the tions about the legality of holding For the past few weeks, 
sent scare caused by the deadly “We're glad to see that people hygiene and community cleanli- widening of streets and the con- two Cabinet positions. talks have been going 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- are washing their hands more of. ness,” Bunye said. “Let’stake care struction of wider U-turn slots. Reps. Jacinto Paras of Negros around that Perez would be 
drome. ten, covering their mouths when of our personal health.” Traffic Operations Center Di- Oriental and Prospero Pichay of appointed transportation 
Filipinos, according to Presi- sneezing, and controlling the Meanwhile, President Macapa- rector Angelito Vergel de Dios ex- Surigao del Sur, the two con. secretary as part of a Cabl- 
dential Spokesperson Ignacio habit of spitting in public," Bunye gal-Arroyo announced yesterday pressed hope that the close coor- gressmen who questioned the le- net reshuffle. 
Bunye, are getting more hygienic said in a radio interview. that she will declare May Sasthe dination between MMDAand DP- gality of such a setup, lauded Fer- President Macapagal-Ar- 
start of “clean-up week and SARS WH would continue just like nando's decision. royo cut short her press 


— jc consciousness week.” when Femando headed both Paras hailed it as a “noble act” briefing in Baguio City dur- 

Vitamin Sale! Tel. 687-5023 | "$ARSpanic heres a big connection be- agencies on the part of Femando, saying ing the Holy Week when a 
We delive re in the Philippines! inParafiaque tween cleanliness and safety “Wehaveto waitandsee (ifthe “he eased the burden ofa constitu- reporter asked her about it. 
«Glutathione. 1000mg. w/ flavonoids: P40. A19 from SARS,” the President said in projects won't be stalled),” he tional violation on the President.” - ‘But it was finally brought to 
‘Glucosamine. 750mg: P11. «Fish Oil: P a speech before newly trained said yesterday. Pichay said Fernando was right the open yesterday. a day after 
Grapeseed Ext. 100mg: P13. «Ginkgo: P8. Coast barangay tanods (village watch- Deputy MMDA Chair Cesar La- in sticking to only one job, saying Femando quit his DPWH post. 

e Po elahedo PA DEEA. P7. | Guard alert cz) stthe Cuneta Astrodomein cuna said he was saddened by he could not be expected tobe ef According to the rumor 
«Spirulina. 500mg: PS. «Probiotic Pill: P. lard alei Pasay City. Fernando's leaving the DPWH fective in both. mill, Perez would take over 
- onships A19 , The President related that post because of the ease with  "Ihinkheisresly more eec from Transportation Secre- 


Unit 715 CityLand MegaPlaza (Behind based on television reports she which the two agencies coordi- tivein MMDA," Pichay said. With PEREZ.SAIME 
Robinson's Galleria), «Cell 0919259-6773 nated on the flood control project report from Juliet L. Javellana 
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It's go for Lanao Palaro, 


military, MILF confirm 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


BY ALL indications, it's still go- 
ing to be Tubod, Lanao del Norte 
but probably at a later date. 

Prospects of holding the Palarong 
Pambansa at its original venue looked 
bright yesterday after the Armed Forces 
Southern Command assured officials of 
the host province they can stage the 2003 
national games free from disruption from 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. 

As this developed, a ranking leader of 
the MILF also confirmed an Inquirer story 
that the rebel group had assured Phil 
pine Olympic Committee chairman Robert. 
‘Aventajado of a trouble-free Palaro. 

“If there are disturbances, surely it will 
not come from our group," Ghazali Jaa- 
far, MILF politica affairs chief, said. 

Lanao del Norte Gov. Imelda 
Quibranza-Dimaporo said she was as- 


dee 


sured by Southern Command chief, 
Maj. Gen. Roy Kyamco, that the military 
has restored order in the province five 
days after MILF members attacked two 
towns near Tubod, where the Palaro 
will be held, 

“The military has already assured us 
that everything is under control," said 
Dimaporo. $ 

Sources, however, said the Games will 
be moved from the original schedule of 
May 411. The tentative date is May 11-18. 

Presidential spokesman Ignacio Bun- 
ye had already suggested over the 
weekend that the Palaro be held at a lat- 
er date to be decided by the Phippine 
Sports Commission, the Department of 
Education and and the host province. 

"PSC chairman Eric Buhain said he is still 
waiting the final assessment of AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya before meeting 
the DepEd regional directors, who oversee 


the preparation of the athletes seeing ac- 
tion in the school-based meet. 

President Arroyo has the final word 
on the fate of the Palaro based on the 
recommendation of the PSC, DepEd 
and the provincial government. 

Meanwhile, police officials said the 
MILF assurance that it would not 
mount attacks during the staging of the 
Palaro should not be taken seriously. 

Deputy Director General Virtus Gl, 
deputy chief for operation, pointed out 
that MILF local commanders often act in- 
dependently and launch offensives even 
without the go-signal of their top officials. 

He cited for instance that last week's 
attacks on the towns of Maigo and Ko- 
lambugan, led by one Commander Bra- 
vo, did not have the blessings of the 
MILF hierarchy according to military 
reports. 

Gil, concurrent commander of Task 


Force Mindanao, also suggested that the 
games, where 5,000 student athletes are 
competing, not only be held in a more se- 
cure area but rescheduled as well. 

But ifthe Palaro goes on as scheduled. 
in Tubod, Gil said he would double the 
security force of 1,400 personnel and 
bring along a Marine brigade to secure 
the athletes. 

In a telephone interview, Jaafar said 
Murad Ebrahim, MILE military affairs 
chief, had ordered field commanders în 
the two Lanao provinces "not to harm 
the delegates from other areas in the. 
country who are passing through areas 
where the MILF operate." 

"The Palarong Pambansa will not ex- 
perience disturbances from the MILE If 
it does, it will not come from us,” he 
said. With reports from TJ Burgonio 
and Edwin O. Fernandez (PDI Min- 
danao Bureau) 


Season's over 
for Torion 


THE SEASON'S over for Jimwell Torion. 

This was announced yesterday by 
Philippine Basketball Association 
commissioner Noli Eala as he amend- 
ed the "indefinite suspension" earlier 
slapped on Batang Red Bull's flashy 
point guard who was found to have 
taken shabu during a recent drug test- 
ing. 

"His (Torion) case will be evaluated 
after a year," Eala told the Inquirer. “So 
ies safe to say that he will be out for at 
least a year” 

“Torion's suspension was the harshest 
ever imposed by the league for a drug of- 
fender, The 5-foot-7 Cebuano was also 
ordered to undergo rehabilitation. 

‘The one-year ban is relatively light 
since the National Basketball Associa- 
tion imposes a two-year ban for drug 
use. 

“There will surely be different punish- 
ment depending on the types of sub- 
stances used,” said Eala, referring to the 
anti-drug policy which the league is cur- 
rently drafting. 

“But we don't want to treat this as a 
criminal issue but as a social issue. We 
don’t want to condemn the players but 
instead educate them of the dangers of 
using drugs,” said Eala. 

He said the league will conduct semi- 
nars and workshops regarding its drug 
program. 

“I will explain to them how grave and 
serious the matter is,” said Eala. 

‘The PBA chief also admitted that the 
drug issue has damaging effects on the 
“league that prides itself as a model for 
the youth.” Marc Anthony Reyes 
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‘Shaq keeps Lakers alive 


SPORTSWATCH 


Montecarlo wins 
CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY--The Mon- 
tecario Football Club rolled to its 
second consecutive win by edging 
Libertad 8, 1-0, last Sunday to lead 
the under-14 tournament of the Red 
Ribbon Bakeshop Football Festival 
yesterday at the Pelaez Sports Cen- 
ter here. Ralph Cielo scored in the in 
the 35th minute to lift Montecarlo to 
the victory. Three other matches 
ended in draws. Grassrunners and 
Carmen-West Central battled to a 
scoreless tie. And so did CDO and 
Libertad. Montecarlo opened its bid 
Saturday with a 1-0 win over Initao 
after the opening ceremony which 
was graced by Philippine Football 
Federation executive vice president 
Johnny Romualdez, Red Ribbon 
Vis-Min coordinator Anthony 
Jimenez and CMOFA president 
Rolando Romblon. 


Karakoa sweeps 'em 
‘SUBIC Bay-Karakoa kept its perfect 
record untainted, winning first place. 
again fora shcrace sweep in the 
Open Division last Saturday at the 
close of the 11th President's Cup 
Regatta. Jo de Ros shared equal 
biling with Karakoa zs its intact ros- 
ter, a crew which has been together 
for five years, carried the J-35 class 
boat to a fifth straight titte in the 
Cruiser Racer A side, taking second 
overall with 15 points in the ow 
point scoring system. Karakoa bun- 
dled up nine points. David MeKen- 
na's Rapparee II prevailed in a tight 
ly fought contest over Alan Burrell's. 
Rags by taking the last eight nautical 
mile, windward-leeward race. 


Marathon game 
MIAMI--Fernando Vina hit an RBI 
single in the 20th inning Sunday, 
lifting the St. Louis Cardinals over 
the Florida Marlins 7-6 in the 
longest game in the major leagues 
in 10 years. Vina's two-out single to 
right knocked in Edgar Renteria with 
the go-ahead run and the Marlins 
went down in order in the bottom of 
the 20th inning, ending the longest 
game since Aug. 31, 1993, when 
‘Minnesota beat Cleveland 5-4 in 22 
innings. AP 


Golden derby begins 
THE 7-Cock Golden Derby will be 
held today and Thursday at the Man- 
daluyong Coliseum. It is hosted by 
lawyer Rudy Salud, Lito Orillaza and 
Makati Vice Mayor Mercado, whose 
entry recently topped the NCA 
7—Cock at the Araneta Coliseum. 
Derby sponsors are Sagupaan Ham- 
mer Dewormer, Sagupaan Mite Free 
Shampoo, Sagupaan B—50 Forten 
{anti-stress} and Lakpue Drug's 
Washout Shampoo. For details, cal 
531-4003, 531-4005, 535-2341 and. 
534-4110. 


Overall Standings 
mame DER 


Quirimit Amel 
Bar. Sani 


nachea 
Ramos  Merculo 
Valdez Placido 
Quiñones Eusebio 
Pagnana- Rolando 
won 

Gorrantes Ronald 


TEAM TIME 
TAM, 08n59°31 
30W 0505 
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LOS ANGELES —Shaquille O'Neal had 34 points, 23 , 
rebounds and six assists Sunday as the three-time 
defending NBA champion Los Angeles Lakers rallied 
for a 102.97 victory over the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves to tie their first-round playoff series 2-2. 

Los Angeles scored 22 of the game's final 33 points, hold- 
ing the Timberwolves without a field goal for a 5-minute 


primae LSE ic ToS atat 


, Stretch of the fourth quarter. O'Neal 
w, grabbed 10 offensive rebounds to 


help the Lakers to a 29-2 edge in 
second-chance points. 

Kobe Bryant added 32 
points, including 13 in the 
fourth quarter, despite shooting 
7-0f-25. He was 16-0f-17 from 

the foul line, making four free 


J^ 128 seconds to clinch the victory. 
Kevin Garnett had 28 points, 18 re- 
bounds and five assists but missed two 
free throws with 15 seconds remaining 
and the Timberwolves trailing by three. 


THE PHILADELPHIA 76ers try to bounce back 
against the New Orleans Hornets today (Tues- 
day, April 29) in Game Four of their first round 
NBA Playoffs series live at 8 a.m. on Solar 


Sports. Replay is at 8 p.m. 


Celtics 102, Pacers 92 


3 In Boston, Paul Pierce had 21 of his 37 points in the third 


‘quarter when Boston erased a 12-point halftime deficit to beat 


Indiana. 


Boston now leads the series 3- 


‘Indiana. 


, with Game 5 Tuesday in 


Jermaine O'Neal's 25 points and 19 rebounds were not 
y enough for the Pacers. 


Magic 100, Pistons 92 


In Orlando, Florida, Tracy McGrady had 27 points and nine 


(assists as Orlando took a 3-1 lead in the series with Detroit. 


= 


GAMES TODAY (Pasig Sports Center) 
2p.m—John-0 vs Welcoat 
4p.m-—Montana vs LBC batangas 
6p.m.—RP Team vs Blu Star 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Basketball League 
goes to Tuguegarao City for the first 
time with the holding of the All Stars 
onMay 6. 

Bacolod City, on the other hand, 
was given the right to stage the first 
game of the best-of-five champi- 
Onship series of the Sunkist-PBL 
2003 Unity Cup. 

PBL Commissioner Chino 
Trinidad, elated by the league's suc- 
cessful weekend tour in the Visayas, 
bared the additional out-of-town 
games yesterday. 

Also included in the PBL itinerary 
are the key cities in Luzon like Lipa 
and Lucena. 

"The successful stints in Cebu and 
Bacolod are just a start and we we're 
targeting the other key cities far 


PBL goes North 


North and those in the Mindanao 
area to take a step closer to that 
dream of uniting all Filipinos 
through basketball which is the main 
objective why we named this confer- 
ence as Unity Cup,” said Trinidad. 

Meanwhile, the Unity Cup re- 
sumes at 2 p.m. today with John-O 
seeking the second outright slot 
against Welcoat Paints at the Pasig 
Sports Center. 

A win will give John-O a 7-win, 2- 
Joss card and push it in the company 
of Hapee Toothpaste (7-2) in the 
semifinals. 

John-O routed Montaña, 81-64, 
on April 24. 

“We still needed that win so we 
could prepare early for the semis,” 
said John-O coach Dong Vergeire. 

LBC Batangas (3-5) and Montafia 
Jewels (3-4) part ways at 4 p.m., fol- 
lowed by the RP-Cebuana Lhuillier 
tune-up game against Blu Star at 6 
pam. Roy Luarca 
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RANK RIDER TEAM TIME 
52 Galdonez Razon 
53 Manapol Paulo 
54 Robosa Marcal 
HN eine 
Tolentino. 
57 Muera  Viglio 
‘58 Gulen Joel 
58 Tacu-tacu Dominador SAM 
0 Serino Joseph 


DAET (Via PLDT)—Tanduay's Ar- 


TOUR PILIPINAS 
Quirimit unmoved by ex-champ's win 


By June Navarro. 


who climbed two notches from 
18th, in Pilipino. 
Despite 


Drew Gooden added 20 points and 13 rebounds, while 
Darrell Armstrong came off the bench to score 18. 


AP 


Superal 
is super 


NOW they want to make the course longer for 
"Wolen Juan Superal. 

Yesterday, he went on another birdie barrage 
from the special tees that proved too short for 
him. He shot eight birdies-four in each side -fora 
seven-under-par 65 in the Samsung Jungolf Tour 
at the Palmer course of the Orchard Golf and 
‘Country Club in Dasmariñas, Cavite. 

His round bettered the 67 he shot two weeks 
ago and is this summer's best round so far. So 
sensational was his round that organizers are 
now thinking of making things harder for him. 

“You bet we're now thinking of stretching 
the course longer just for him,” said Gerry 
Handog, president of Jungolf. 

That big round gave Superal an 11-stroke 
lead over Don Martin Fernandez and lined him 
up for his sixth consecutive leg victory this year 

‘The other leaders were Kevin Lachica and 
Remijin Camping in Class A, IG Gutierrez and 
NN Sevilla in Class B, Jik Jik Abdon and Faith 
Superal in Class C, Andrea Legaspi in iris Class 
Dand JR Gonzales and Andie Unson in Class E. 


trained his 
P200,000 
prize. 


top 
finishing ninth, 


throws without a miss in the last | 


sights 
individual 


TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2003 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


(1) Detroit vs. (8) Orlando — 
777777 Magic, Pistons | 
Game I: Orlando 99, Detroit 94 
Game 2: Detroit 89, Orlando 77 
„Game 3: Orlando 89, Detroit 80 = 
Game 4: Orlando 100, Detroit 92“ 
Game Sat Detroit (May I) 


“@ New Jersey vs (7) Milwaukee - 
7^"  Nets2, Bucks 2 
Id Game 1: New Jersey 109, Milwaukee 96. = 
Game 2: Milwaukee 88, New Jersey 85 5 
Game 3: New Jersey 103, Milwaukee 101 
$ Game4 Milwaukee 119, New Jersey 114 - 


(3) Indiana vs (6) Boston 
* Pacers I, Celtics 3 
Game |: Boston 103, Indiana 100 
Game 2: Indiana 89, Boston 77 
Game 3: Boston 101, Indiana 83 
Game 4: Boston 102, Indiana 92 
Game Sat Indiana (April 30) i 
(4) Philadelphia vs (8) N. Orleans 
Sixers 2, Hornets |, 
f Game l: Philadelphia 98, New Orleans90 | 
delphia 90, New Orleans 85 
Game 3 New Orleans 99, Philadelphia 85 
Game4at New Orleans (April29) |: 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


1. (I) San Antonio vs (8) Phoenix ; 
Spurs 2, Suns 2 
Game I Phoenix 96, San Antonio 95 (OT) 
Game 2: San Antonio 84, Phoenix 76 
Game 3: San Antonio 99, Phoenix 86 
Game 4: Phoenix 86, San Antonio 84 
Game 5 at San Antonio (April 30) 


PU vam 


= (2) Sacramento vs (7) Utah" 
Kings2]jaz| ^—— ^77 
Game I: Sacramento 96, Utah 90 
Game 2: Sacramento 108, Utah 95 
Game 3 Utah 107, Sacramento 104 
Game 4:at Utah (April 29) 


E77 (93) Dallas vs (6) Portland 775 
Mavs3, Blazers | 
Game |: Dallas 96, Portland 86 
Game 2: Dallas 103, Portland 99 
Game 3: Dallas 115, Portland 103 
Game 4: Portland 98, Dallas 79. 
Game at Dallas (May 1) 


44) Minnesota vs. (5) LA Lakers 
Wolves 2, Lakers 2 
Game |: LA Lakers 117, Minnesota 98 
Game 2: Minnesota 119, LA Lakers 91 
Game 3: inesota 114, LA Lakers 110 
Game 4: LA Lakers 102, Minnesota 97 
Game 5 at LA (April 30) 


on the kept third overall (5:16 be- 
hind) followed by Tour veteran 


Placido Valdez of Drug Busters, 


Reyante 
anglia 
B 
pez 

12 Espino 
13 Gorantes 
14 Luzon 
15 Valdez 
18 Oavadila 
YF Curian 
18 Amar 
38 Domingo 
20 Alagano 
21 Diamsay 
22 Bucay 
28 Calderon 
24 Talaver 
35 Catalan 
26 Mendoza 
27 Obosa 
28 Dolosa 
28 Jazul 
30 Posilero 
31 Jacob 
32 Feliciano 
33 Calosa 
34 Ganigan 
35 Men 
38 Primera 
37 Marcelo 
38 Casali 
39 Milanes 
40 Coste 

1 Estayo 
42 Reyes 
43 Espiritu 
44 Mendoza 


45 Gonowon 


4§ Aviano 
47 Mapa 
48 Bacudo 
49 Del 
Rosario 
50 Navarro 
51 Fronda 


Loyd 
Riyan 


Benito 
Amel 
Rainhard 
Berard 
Rodeio 
Warren 
Patamo 
"y 
Enrique 
Formando 
Sherwin 
Anhur 
E 
joiirey 
Ale 
Dionisio 
Ericson 
Renato 
Cana 
Dionisio 


Fredenck 
Wifredo 
Danny 
Manuel 
Albert 
Arnold 
Ruel 
Joseph 
Fein 
Nio 
Michael 
Oscar 
Ryan 
chael 
Lio 
Alliedo. 
desse 
Noi 


Reynaldo 
Oscar 


i Mamo! Benigno 
spu Virglio 
68 Asuncion Reynaldo 
BÀ Dela Cruz Ant 
65 Vilanueva June 
66 Atizado Norberto 
67 Primero Michael 
68 Hardin Desi 
69 Garcia — Jesus 
70 Tolentino Eric 


THIRD LAP RESULTS 

RANKRIDER TEAM TIME 
Davadila Warren INT 02h1842 
Catalan Alie BOW 
Luzon Bemard PAT 
Alano Lto GiL 
Tanguilig Rhyan PAG 
Gorrantes Ronald ECO 
Qurimi Amal TAN 
Reynante Lloyd PAG 
Ramos  Merculo SAM 
Casagy Ruel GIL 
Diamsay- Sherwin VAT 
Calosa  WilredoPOS 
Valdez Placido DRU 
Domingo Enrique POS 
Gurtan Paterno ECO 


TEAM STANDINGS 


Place Team Time 
cor 


nel Quirimit padded his overall 
lead yesterday even as Warren 
Davadilla of Intel showed the 
way home for an eight-man lead 
pack to rule the third lap of the 
“Tour Pilipinas 2003 bikathon pre- 
sented by Air21 here. 

Flashing the form that 
crowned him as 1998 Tour cham- 
pion, the 27-year-old Davadilla 
pushed his weary legs to the limit 
in the last 200 meters to cross the 
line just ahead of his two former 
national teammates. 

Davadilla nipped Alfie Cata- 
lan of Bowling Gold for lap 
honors with Luzon settling for 
third 

The three, who left their 
breakaway partners that in- 
cluded Quirimit, Patrol 117 
skipper Bernard Luzon and 
Lloyd Reynante of Pagcor 
Sports in the mad scramble in 
the last 100 meters, clocked 
two hours, 18 minutes and 42 
seconds for the 98-km ride 
from Naga City. 

“all 1 wanted was to cut the 
time deficit and enter the Magic 
10. It never crossed my mind to 
take this lap,” said Davadilla, 


Tanduay Distillers 
Postmen 
Samsung 

Vat Riders 
PLOT-NOD 

Drug Busters 


ERE) 
FER e 


Quirimit increased his advantage 
over Bowling Gold skipper Santy 
Barnachea to five minutes and 
five seconds. 

Barnachea finished 17th for 
theday a minute four seconds be- 
hind Davadilla. 

"There's nothing to fear 
even though I didn't win the 
lap. In fact, 1 sacrificed this 
stage because my closest pur- 
suers were not even in the lead 
pack,” said Quirimit, who has 


Quirimit checked in two sec- 
onds behind Davadilla in the 
company of Lito Atilano of 
Gilbeys Island Punch, Rhyan Ten- 
guilig of Pagcor Sports, Ronald 
Gorantes (EcoSavers) and Rey- 
nante. 

With Davadilla, Catalan and Lu- 
zon leading the way, the days lead- 
ing riders bolted from the main pack 
in the last 15 kan of the easy drive 
from Naga City 

Merculio Ramos of Samsung 


who switched places with Euse- 
bio Quinones of Patrol 117. 

Former champion Rolando 
Pagnanawon, the oldest rider 
here at 43, clung to sixth place, 
Gorantes stayed in seventh and 
Reynante took over as No. 8 as 
two-time winner Carlo G 
dropped to 10th behind Tan- 
guilig. 

Tanduay stayed on top of the. 
team standings but is in danger 
of being overhauled by Bowl- 
ing Gold, which moved within 
16 seconds off the leader. 
Patrol 117 and Pagcor Sports 
held third and fourth, respec- 
tively, in the team race while 
EcoSavers, Samsung, Vat Rid- 
ers and Intel kept their posi- 
tiohs in the race for the top 
team prize of P1 million. 

The Postmen climbed one 
notch from 10th to 9th and 
Gilbeys Island Punch im- 
proved to 10th overall in the 
race sponsored by Accel, 
Longines, Lipovitan and Selle 
Italia 

The Drugbusters and PLDT 
NDD fell to 1lth and 12th, re- 
spectively. 


IR. Gorantes 1031 


B. Lopez 10:28 


C. Guleb 1023 


L Reynante 9:23 R. Pagnanawon | 


832 P Valdez 6:55 


A Quirimit 08:53.31 
Barnachoa 5:05 behind 5 
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SPORTSWATCH 


Montecarlo wins 
CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY--The Mon- 
tecarlo Football Club rolled to its 
second consecutive win by edging 
Libertad B, 1-0, last Sunday to lead 
the under-14 tournament of the Red 
Ribbon Bakeshop Footbal Festival 
yesterday at the Pelaez Sports Cen- 
ter here. Ralph Cielo scored in the in 
the 35th minute to lift Montecarlo to 
the victory. Three other matches 
ended in draws. Grassrunners and 
Carmen-West Central battled toa 
scoreless tie. And so did CDO and 
Libertad. Montecarlo opened its bid 
Saturday with a 1-0 win over Initao 
after the opening ceremony which 
was graced by Philippine Football. 
Federation executive vice president 
Johnny Romualdez, Red Ribbon. 
Vis-Min coordinator Anthony 
Jimenez and CMOFA president 
Rolando Romblon. 


Karakoa sweeps "em 
SUBIC Bay-Karakoa kept its perfect 
record untainted, winning first place 
again for a six-race sweep in the 
Open Division last Saturday at the 
close of the 11th President's Cup 
Regatta. Jo de Ros shared equal 
billing with Karakoa as its intact ros- 
ter. a crew which has been together 
for five years, carried the J-35 class 
boat to a fifth straight tle in the 
Cruiser Racer A side, taking second 
overall with 15 points in the low 
point scoring system. Karakoa bun- 
dled up nine points. David McKen- 
na's Rapparee II prevailed in a tight- 
iy fought contest over Alan Burreil's 
Rags by taking the last eight nautical 
mile, windward-leeward race. 


Marathon game 
MIAMI--Fernando Vina hit an ABI 
single in the 20th inning Sunday 
lifting the St. Louis Cardinals over 
the Florida Marlins 7-6 in the 
longest game in the major leagues 
in 10 years. Vina's two-out single to 
‘ight knocked in Edgar Renteria with 
the go-ahead run and the Marlins 
went down in order in the bottom ot 
the 20th inning, ending the longest 
game since Aug. 31, 1993, when. 
Minnesota beat Cleveland 5-4 in 22 
innings. AP 


Golden derby begins 
THE 7-Cock Golden Derby will be 
held today and Thursday at the Man- 
daluyong Coliseum. It is hosted by 
lawyer Rudy Salud, Lito Orillaza and 
Makati Vice Mayor Mercado, whose 
entry recenti topped the NCA 
7—Gock at the Araneta Coliseum 
Derby sponsors are Sagupaan Ham- 
mer Dewormer, Sagupaan Mite Free 
Shampoo, Sagupaan B—50 Forten 
(anti-stress) and Lakpue Drug's 
Washout Shampoo. For details, call 
531-4003, 531-4005, 535-2341 and 
534-4110. 


Overall Standings 
TANK RIDER 


Quiimit Amel 
Bars Sanii 
mache 

Ramos Merculo 
Valdez _ Placido 
Quiñones Eusebio 


TEAM TIME 
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— SPORTS ` 


LOS ANGELES —Shaquille O'Neal had 34 points, 23. 


rebounds and six assists Sunday as the three-time 
defending NBA champion Los Angeles Lakers rallied 
for a 102-97 victory over the Minnesota Timber- 

wolves to tie their first-round playoff series 2-2. 
Los Angeles scored 22 of the game's final 33 points, hold- 
ing the Timberwolves without a field goal for a 5-minute 
stretch of the fourth quarter. O'Neal 
grabbed 10 offensive rebounds to 
help the Lakers to a 29-2 edge in 

second-chance points. 

Kobe Bryant added 32 
points, including 13 in the 
fourth quarter, despite shooting 
7-0f-25. He was 16-0f-17 from 

the foul line, making four free 
throws without a miss in the last 
~ 12.8 seconds to clinch the victory. 
Kevin Garnett had 28 points, 18 re- 
bounds and five assists but missed two 
free throws with 15 seconds remaining 
and the Timberwolves trailing by three. 


Nowitzki 
(right) drives 
by Portland's 


‘THE PHILADELPHIA 76ers try to bounce back 
against the New Orleans Hornets today (Tues- 
day. April 29) in Game Four of their first round 
NBA Playoffs series live at 8 a.m. on Solar 
Sports. Replay is at 8 p.m. 


Celtics 102, Pacers 92 
Paul Pierce had 21 of his 37 points in the third 
Boston erased a 12-point halftime deficit to beat 


Boston + leads the series 3-1, with Game 5 Tuesday in 
O'Neal's 25 points and 19 rebounds were not 
> Pacers. 
Magic 100, Pistons 92 

Florida, Tracy McGrady had 27 points and nine 
ado took a 3-1 lead in the series with Detroit. 

len added 20 points and 13 rebounds, while 
rong came off the bench to score 18. AP 
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GAMES TODAY (Pasig Sports Center) 
2 pam.-—John-O vs Welcoat 
4 p.m—Montana vs LBC batangas 
6pm —RP Team vs Blu Star 


THE PHILIPPINE Basketball League 
goes to Tuguegarao City for the first 
time with the holding of the All Stars 
on May 6. 

Bacolod City, on the other hand, 
was given the right to stage the first 
game of the bestoffive champi- 
Onship series of the Sunkist-PBL 
2003 Unity Cup. 

PBL Commissioner ^ Chino 
"Trinidad, elated by the league's suc- 
cessful weekend tour in the Visayas, 
bared the additional out-of-town 
games yesterday. 

Also included in the PBL itinerary 
are the key cities in Luzon like Lipa 
and Lucena 

“The successful stints in Cebu and 
Bacolod are just a start and we we're 
targeting the other key cities far 


PBL goes North 


Superal 


‘TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2003 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


pene 


__ (I) Detroit vs. (8) Orlando, 
Magic3,Pistons 1 ~ 
Game 1: Orlando 99, Detroit 94 
Game 2: Detroit 89, Orlando 77 
Game 3: Orlando 89, Detroit 80 
Game 4: Orlando 100, Detroit 92 
‘Gamo Sat Detroit (May 1) 


Q) New Jersey vs (7) Milwaukee 
Z Nets2, Bucks 2 
Game 1: New Jersey 109, Milwaukee 96 
Game2: Milwaukee 88, New Jersey 85 
Game 3: New Jersey 103, Milwaukee 101 
Game 4 Milwaukee 119, New Jersey 114 
v Game 5 at New Jersey (April 30) 
(3) Indiana vs (6) Boston 
Pacers I, Celtics 3 
Game I: Boston 103, Indiana 100 
Game 2: Indiana 89, Boston 77 
Game 3: Boston 101, Indiana 83 
Game 4: Boston 102, Indiana 92 
Game 5 at Indiana (April 30) 


(4) Philadelphia vs (8) N. Orleans 
Sixers2, Hornets |, 
Game |: Philadelphia 98, New Orleans 90 
Game 2: Philadelphia 90, New Orleans 85 
Game 3 New Orleans $9, Philadelphia 85 
Game 4 at New Orleans (April 29) 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


(1) San Antonio vs (8) Phoenix 
Spurs 2, Suns 2 
Game | Phoenix 96, San Antonio 95 (OT) 
Game 2: San Antonio 84, Phoenix 76 
Game 3: San Antonio 99, Phoenix 86 
Game 4: Phoenix 86, San Antonio 84 
Game Sat San Antonio (April 30) 


North and those in the Mindanao 
area to take a step closer to that 
dream of uniting all Filipinos 
through basketball which is the main 
objective why we named this confer- 
ence as Unity Cup,” said Trinidad. 

Meanwhile, the Unity Cup re. 
sumes at 2 p.m. today with John-O 
seeking the second outright slot 
against Welcoat Paints at the Pasig | 
Sports Center. 

A win will give John-O a 7-win, 2- 
loss card and push it in the company 
of Hapee Toothpaste (7-2) in the 
semifinals. 

John-O routed Montaña, 81-64, | 
on April 24. 

"We still needed that win so we 
could prepare early for the semis," 
said John-O coach Dong Vergeire. 

LBC Batangas (3-5) and Montaña 
Jewels (3-4) part ways at 4 p.m., fol- 
lowed by the RP-Cebuana Lhuillier 
tune-up game against Blu Star at 6 | NI 
pm. Roy Luarca 


Wolen Juan Superal. 


RANK RIDER 


52 Gaidonez Razon 
$3 Marapol Pawo 
SA poeta. Marsal 
Ra Avelino 
S6 Torino Jay 
37 Mua Vigil 
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TOUR PILIPINAS 
Quirimit unmoved by ex-champ’s win 


who climbed two notches from 


. 
NOW they want to make the course longer for 


Yesterday, he went on another birdie barrage. 
from the special tees that proved too short for 
him. He shot eight birdies-four in each side -fora. 
sever-under-par 65 in the Samsung Jungolf Tour" 
at the Palmer course of the Orchard Golf and 
Country Club in Dasmariñas, Cavite. 

His round bettered the 67 he shot two weeks 
ago and is this summers best round so far. So 
sensational was his round that organizers are 
now thinking of making things harder for him. 

“You bet we're now thinking of stretching 
the course longer just for him,” said Gerry 
Handog, president of Jungolf. 

That big round gave Superal an 11-stroke 
lead over Don Martin Fernandez and lined him 
up for his sixth consecutive leg victory this year. 

The other leaders were Kevin Lachica and 
Remijin Camping in Class A, IG Gutierrez and 
evil in Class B, Jik Jik Abdon and Faith 
Superal in Class C, Andrea Legaspi in girls Class 
D and JR Gonzales and Andie Unson in Class E. 


(2) Sacramento vs (7) Utah 
Kings 2, Jazz | 
Game I: Sacramento 96, Utah 90 
Game 2: Sacramento 108, Utah 95 
Game3 Utah 107, Sacramento 104 
Game 4: at Utah (April 29) 


7 (3) Dallas vs (6) Portland 
Mavs 3, Blazers | 
Game |: Dallas 96, Portland 86 
Game 2: Dallas 103, Portland 99 
Game 3: Dallas 115, Portland 103 
Game 4: Portland 98, Dallas 79. 
Game 5 at Dallas (May I) 


T (4) Minnesota vs. (5) LA Lakers 
Wolves 2, Lakers 2 
Game |: LA Lakers 117, Minnesota 98 
Game 2: Minnesota 119, LA Lakers 91 
Game 3: Minnesota 114, LA Lakers 110 
Game 4: LA Lakers 102, Minnesota 97 
Game Sat LA (April 30) 
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Pagnana- 


Rolando 
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Gorrantes Ronald 


Reynante 
Tanguilig 
10 Gueb 
31 Lopez 
32 Espno 
18 Gorantes. 
44 Luzon 
15 Valdez 
16 Davadita 
17 Cunan 
18 Amar 
18 Domingo 
20 Alagano 
21 pans 
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28 Calderon 
24 Talaver 
25 Catalan 
28 Mendoza 


Doya 
Ran 
Cala, 
Benito 
Amel 
Renard 
Bernard 
Rodeio 
Warren 
Paterno 
Gerry 
Enna 
Ferrando 
Shen 
po 
Ek) 
they 
ate 
Dionisio 


0832 


0902 
0823 
same 


58 Guilen do PAG 
58 Tacu-tacu Dominador SAM 
Bü Servino Joseph PAT 
61 Marmol Benigno 

62 Espiritu Virgilo 

63 Asuncion Reynaldo 

4 Dela Cruz An 

65 Vilanuevadune 

88 Atzado Norberto 

67 Primero Michael 

68 Hardin Desi 

69 Garcia Jesus 

70 Tolentino Frc 


THIRD LAP RESULTS 
RANKRIDER TEAM TIME 
Davadita Warren INT 02n1842 
Catalan Alte BOW 
Luzon Bernard PAT 
Aa Lito GIL 
‘Tanguilig Rhyan PAG 


ELEPRESTEDI 


By June Navarro 


DAET (Via PLDT)—Tenduay's Ar- 
nel Quirimit padded his overall 
lead yesterday even as Warren 
Davadilla of Intel showed the 
way home for an eight-man lead 
pack to rule the third lap of the 
“Tour Pilipinas 2003 bikathon pre- 
sented by Air21 here. 

Flashing the form that 
crowned him as 1998 Tour cham 
pion, the 27-year-old Davadilla 
pushed his weary legs to the limit 
in the last 200 meters to cross the 
line just ahead of his nwo former. 


18th, in Pilipino. 

Despite finishing — ninth, 
Quirimit increased his advantage. 
over Bowling Gold skipper Santy 
Barnachea to five minutes and 
five seconds. 

Barnachea finished 17th for 
the day, a minute four seconds be- 
hind Davadilla. 

"There's nothing to fear 
even though | didn't win the 
lap. In fact, T sacrificed this 
stage because my closest pur- 
suers were not even in the lead 
pack," said Quirimit, who has 


his sights 
P200,000 top individual 
prize. 

Quirimit checked in two sec- 
onds behind Davadilla in the 
company of Lito Atilano of 
Gilbeys Island Punch, Rhyan Tan- 
guilig of Pagcor Sports. Ronald 
Gorantes (EcoSavers) and Rey- 
nante. 

With Davadilla, Catalan and Lu- 
zon leading the way, the days lead- 
ing riders bolted from the main pack 
in the last 15 km of the easy drive 
from Naga City 

Merculio Ramos of Samsung 


kept third overall (5:16 be. 
hind) followed by Tour veteran 
Placido Valdez of Drug Busters. 
who switched places with Euse 
bio Quinones of Patrol 117. 

Former champion Rolandu 
Pagnanawon, the oldest rider 
here at 43, clung to sixth place 
Goranies stayed in seventh and 
Reynante took over as No. 8 as 
two-time winner Carlo Guieb 
dropped to 10th behind Tan- 
guilig 

Tanduay stayed on top of the 
team standings but is in danger 
of being overhauled by Bowl 
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national teammates. 

Davadilla nipped Alfie Cata- 
lan of Bowling Gold for lap 
honors with Luzon settling for 
third. 

The three, who left their 
breakaway partners that in- 
cluded Quirimit, Patrol 117 
skipper Bernard Luzon and 
Lloyd Reynante of Pagcor 
Sports in the mad scramble in 
the last 100 meters, clocked 
two hours, 18 minutes and 42 
seconds for the 98-km ride 
from Naga City. 

“all | wanted was to cut the 
time deficit and enter the Magic 
10. It never crossed my mind to 
take this lap," said Davadilla, 
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ing Gold, which moved within 
16 seconds off the leader 
Patrol 117 and Pagcor Sports 
held third and fourth. respec 
tively, in the team race while 
EcoSavers, Samsung, Vat Rid- 
ers and Intel kept their posi 
tiois in the race for the top 
team prize of P1 million 

The Postmen climbed one 
notch from 10th to 9th and 
Gilbeys island Punch im- 
proved to 10th overall in the 
race sponsored by Accel 
Longines, Lipovitan and Selle 
Italia 

The Drugbusters and PLDI: 
NDD fell to 11th and 12th, re. 
spectively. 
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Courting wholesale carnage 


WHAT? Did read them right? 

Twice it came out in this newspaper, the 
second one coming out only yesterday. The 
head of the second story read: "MILF vows to 
spare Palaro.” It was this paper's Sports ban- 
ner story. Like the first one, the second wasal- 

„so not carried by the other newspapers. 

Ascoop? 

Your answer is as acceptable as mine. 

‘The first time I read it, Ljust smiled. I said to 
myself: “Is this a joke or something”? 

"The second time read it, [re studied my stand. 
Isaid to myself: "My oh my, they are serious” 

Yes, fellas, you got it right. The MILF rebels 
in Mindanao, the ones fighting for, among 
other things, independence from this republic 
of 7,100 islands, are the anointed saviours of 
the Palaro slated May 4-11 in Tubod, Lanao 
del Norte. That is, if we believe what some 
people, like Robert Aventajado, are telling us. 

Tam just wondering: What's the word from 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, the final arbiter 
ofthe Palaro? 

1 guess we have really stooped down that 
low, or lost all sense of logic. The idea itself of 
entrusting into the hands of the MILE the fate 
ofthe Palaro is not only weird. 

itis stupid thinking. 

Itis absurd. 

It is the height of madness. 

Is like saying Bush and Bin Laden can sit and 
talk about peace in Iraq's post Saddam era. 

ves like hearing Ate Glo say beheadings in 
Mindanao will end once the Abu Sayyaf tells 
her so-on the ceil phone. 

Its like seeing a wheelchair bound person sud- 
denly walk because Mike Velarde had ordered the 
person to walk, and then believing what Mike had 
said afterward: “The person was a cripple before 1 

g, made him walk" 
E Since when have we made a deal with the 
© MILF? 

‘This should be a first if -God forbid — it 
should push through at all. 

Have we become that desperate in staging the 
Palaro as scheduled that we will do away with se- 
curity concems and court wholesale camage in 
Tubod? Have the lives of some 5,000 or so athletes 
"bound for the Palaro become that cheap? Or are 
we simply taking them for granted? 

How low can we get. 

Look, atleast three regions have said from the 


Agassi prevails 


HOUSTON, Texas—Andre Agassi celebrated 
his new status as world No. 1 by coming from 
behind to beat Andy Roddick 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 in 
the US Clay Court Championships final on 
Sunday. 

Agassi, the top seed, trailed by a set and a 
break but rallied to win his fourth title of 
2003 and S8th of his career, moving him 
above Romanian Ilie Nastase to number sev- 
enon the all-time list. 

“les already been a great year and its get- 
ting better," Agassi said after his fourth career 
win in as many matches against fellow Ameri- 
can Roddick, winner of the US Clay Court 
‘Championships the past two years. 

*In Brussels, Belgium, the world’s top 
three female players did the job Sunday as 
the United States and Belgium cruised into 
the Fed Cup quarterfinals Sunday. 

Serena and Venus Williams, ranked first 
and third in the world, respectively, gave the 
United States a 5-0 win over the Czech Re- 
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very start that they will not join this year's Palaro, 
one of them being powerhouse Metro Manila. We 
ignored their reason before, but this time, | guess 
‘we will have to take heed. Security we now leam- 
from them, is non-negotiable. Like a medal for 
valor itis not for sale 

‘At the start, I had strongly supported the stag- 
ing of the Palaro in Tubod. But then came the fire- 
fights between the MILF and government forces 
just days ago not far from Tubod, killing at least 
16 people and injuring many others. 

Hey, we are not a bunch of dogmas here, 
inflexible to the ways of the world, to the 
signs of the times. 

"The threat is for real: As in the specter of a 
SARS plague, people could die in Tubod while the 
Palaro is on. A terrorist bent on wreaking havoc 
on anyone, anywhere, is capable of doing it any- 
where, anytime. Ordo l have to remind you again 
of the New York Twin Towers disaster of 9/11? 
‘That when nobody was looking, the terrorists 
struck America, the world's supposed bastion of 
might, killing no less than 3,000 civilians? 

Please, we don't want to hear anymore of 
that oft-repeated bull: We told you so. 

So please, cut that crap, fellers. What are 
youa bunch of jerks? 

If at all, the thought of the MILF being the 
key to the success of the Palaro can only be 
the work of the devil. That is even treasonous 
as that îs tantamount to surrendering to the 
rebels the governments main job of securing 
the safety of our people, the athletes includ- 
ed. 

Trusting the word of the MILF is even 
worse than sealing a pact with the devil. For, 
if we do that, we become devils ourselves and 
next commit the act of virtually flushing the 
souls of our 5,000 athletes or so down the 
drain. 

Fact or fiction? 

You tell me. 
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Fred Couples a winner 


HUMBLE, Texas—Fred Couples 
outdueled Mark Calcavecchia 
and held off challenges from 
Stuart Appleby and Hank 
Kuehne to win for the first time 
in five years, shooting a 5-un- 
der 67 Sunday to take the 
Houston Open by four strokes. 

‘The 43-year-old Couples, looking 
like the golfer who was dominant in 
the 19905, led or shared the lead the 
first three days. 

Three consecutive birdies starting 
at the 14th hole paved the way for his 


15th victory overall and first since the 
Memorial Tournament in 1998. 

He finished with a flourish with a 
birdie on the 18th to finish at 21-un- 
der 267, then broke into tears. 

* In Stockbridge, Georgia, Se Ri 
Pak defeated Shani Waugh on the 
fourth playoff hole to win the Chick- 
BLA Charity Championship, the 
South Korear's second victory of the 
year and 20th of her career. 

Fil-Am Dorothy Delasin and Fil- 
ipino Jennifer Rosales finished in an 
eight-way tie at 214, Delasin closed 
with a 75 and Rosales 73. Each won 
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*In Savannah, Georgia, Bruce Liet- 
zke made par on the last 10 holes to 
win the Liberty Mutual Legends of 
Gol for his first Champions Tour vic- 
tory of the season. 

* In Costa Adeje, Canary Islands, 
England's Kenneth Ferrie won the 
Spanish Open for his first European 
tour title, beating Ireland's Peter 
Lawrie and Sweden's Peter Hedblom 
on the second playoff hole. 

Spanish amateur Pablo Martin, a 
co-leader after three rounds, finished 
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FAP winner Tirazona dies of cardiac arrest 


From page A27 


the Philippines (FAP). 

Before he died, he 
was working on the 
scripts of "The Luis 
Taruc Story” and 
"Bataan: The Death 
March" for Calin- 
auan Cine Works, 
which also produced 
the — controversial 


“Lapu-Lapu.” 

His wife said he 
had no known ill- 
ness. She said he had 
been a heavy smoker 
since he was 17 “but 
he quit two years 
E 

She said she left 
for work at about 7 
a.m. Thursday while 


Tirazona was still 
asleep. Two hours 
later, one of their 
daughters called to 
say he had been 
found dead in bed. 
Tirazona's body 
lies in state in Chapel 


Hof Funeraria Paz on 
Araneta Avenue in 
Quezon City. His re- 
mains will be cremat- 
ed tomorrow, April 
30, at 9p.m. 
Tirazona is also 
survived by daugh- 


ters Trisha, Lenny, 
Jennifer, Sharon, 
Melizza, Kristina and 
son Jeffrey. 

In the 705, he also 
directed action 
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THE TIME HAS COME 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE DIFFERENT ^ 


TO STAND UNITED. 


The BESTSELLING SEX COLUMN 


in by meffehiongló 


Ares Entertainment Inc. presentation 


visit our website at WWW.regalfilms.com/movie/xerex for more 
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FOR the first time, Star Movies will be show- 
ing a mini-series starting this July. Why the 
shift in programming? Simply because the 
mini-series, "Taken," is too good to pass up: 
It’s executive-produced by no less than Mr. 
Movies himself, Steven Spielberg! 

“Taken” is an epic, 10-episode series produced 
by DreamWorks SKG, which spent $40 million to 
make it a thrilling viewing experience. 

Tt is an alien abduction saga set against the 
backdrop of actual events, and further 
pumped up by spectacular visual effects. It 
‘weaves together the stories of three families 
over many generations, focusing on the cru- 
cial role they've played in the history of alien 
abductions. 

Despite the fact that “Taken” is an epic, 
Spielberg strongly believes that it should also 


SPIELBERG 
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ENTERTAINMENT. 
‘Taken’ on Star Movies this July 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


be a “character story” in which compelling 
characters evolve, age and in turn give birth 
to special children who themselves have a 
purpose in the unfolding story. 

“Taken” was nominated for best mini-series 
at the 2003 Golden Globe Awards, and was a 
huge hit last year on American cable televi- 
sion. It was the best ever rated show on the 
Sci Fi Channel in the US. 


‘Guyana Plants’ 

STARTING May 4, “Adventure Starts Here 
with Toyota” will be screened every Sunday at 
7 p.m. on the National Geographic Channel. 

For starters, watch "Guyana Plants" on May 
4 and meet Matt and Jo as they travel to 
Guyana to unravel what appears to be a medi- 
cal mystery. There, they meet local botanist 
Suroj Tiwari, who's passionate about medici- 
nal plants. 

Suroj is convinced that Guyana potentially 
holds a vast resource of new medicines, but it 
is being threatened by the forces of change. 

He zeroes in on a special tree that may hold 
the key to curing a disease that affects mil- 
lions of people around the world, if an active 
chemical could be produced from it. But, is 
time running out? 


Feedback 
FROM Boy Blue P. Filomeno, spokesperson 


of the Philippine Alliance Against Pornogra- 
phy: "We agree with you that some TV sta- 


HURRY! BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW 
VE at Glorietta 4 & Greenbelt 3 Cinemas Ticketbooth 


AYALA CINEMAS 


EVOLUTIO 


OPENS TOMORROW AT ALL 
AYALA CINEMAS 


GREENBELT 3 


tions have deteriorated. But, not only do pro- 
gram haste ‘hit their rivals with impunity’ 
they also discuss their guests and their own 
extramarital affairs, live-in partners, perfor- 
mance in lovemaking, ete. 

“They use foul language, engage in gossip 
and foment intrigue, A mayor hosts a gossip 
show: If other government officials do this, 
‘what will happen to our country? 

“Another show biz talk show host sneered, 
"Kayong mga moralista, kayo ang nagkakalat 
ng dumi. Look who's talking! 

“The KBP's TV code doesn't allow illicit sex- 
ual relations or perversions to be presented as 
good or attractive. Neither does it counte- 
nance TV fare that degrades the ideals of fam- 
ily, unity and traditional values like mutual 
respect and trust, nor dialogue or action that 
is obscene, blasphemous or derogatory. 

“We will bring these matters to the KBP for 
appropriate action.” 


New co-host for ‘F’ 
STARTING last Saturday, ABS-CBN's maga- 
zine show, "F" has a new co-host joining An- 
gel Aquino and Daphne Osefia. She's British- 
born commercial and ramp model Amanda 
Griffin. 

For her part, Angel has been busy shooting 
a film with Sharon Cuneta. And Daphne is 
now the editor of the newly-launched Metro. 
Weddings magazine. 


Bold stars all over TV 

TIME was when sexy actors were limited to 
for-adult movies. These days, however, 
they're all over the TV screen: On morning 
shows, they are invited to talk about breast 
enlargement. On noontime shows, they gy- 
rate in wee costumes. 

On newscasts, they hurl charges at each 
other. On show biz talk shows, they engage in 
teapot tempests, and make mountains out of 
molehills-and dung heaps. 

Why do TV shows love to feature them? Be- 
cause they're sexy and dont mind their 
tongues-and manners. 

But aren't minors watching? A lot some TV 
people care. Well, those kid's parents and 
teachers should care, and remind our TV 
workers of their responsibilities. 
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SLAM MAN is from an ex-girlfriend, who sold it to T] "ata really 
discounted price. 


TJ Manotoc's... 


From page A27 


worn it so many times the label 
has worn off. Í think it's from 
Japs” 

Favorite long sleeves. "Its 
from Tyler. I don't get to wear it 
too often because 1 find it too for- 
mal, but I really like it. My mom 
gave this to me last Christmas.” 

Favorite necktie, “This DKNY 
tie is the very first tie I ever 
bought. I bought this in the States 
to match the suit I wore at my sis- 
ter’s wedding." 

Favorite basketball shorts. “It 
has got to be this original Michael 
Jordan shorts. Why? It’s very 
rare.” 

Slam Man boxing dummy. "I 
bought this from my ex-girlfriend 
at a really discounted price. I 
want to do some boxing at home 
because I don't have time to go to 
the gym. It comes with a pair of 
gloves.” 


Bean bag o' jeans. "These 
Jeans are clean, at least to my 
standards. On ‘Unang Hirit, J on- 
ly wear them for three hours. I 
dont sweat so I wear them 
again.” 

Most memorable T-shirts. “I 
bought this Roscoes Tshirt in 
L.A. My cousins and I love to eat 
at that restaurant whenever 
we're there. Ang sarap do'n! The 
second one is this blue Nike shirt, 
which is not at all spectacular but 
this is the only shirt my brothers 
ever bought for me in my whole 
life. "Yung mga kuripot na yun! 
They bought this in Singapore as 
a Christmas gift for me.” 

Most treasured baseball cap. 
"The two-year-old ESPN cap I 
bought în Chicago. There are only 
two ESPN shops in the States, and 
the other one is found in New York. 
So, again, this is a rare item." 


Warner hosts Madonna 
party to launch album 


MADONNA is back with her 10th 
studio album, "American Life" 
and Warner Music Philippines, 
with Gent, is throwing a huge 
party to celebrate the return of 


the influential music 
artist on April 30 At Ac- ! SHOW 
TIME 


Madonna diehards can also 
look forward to the special 
screening of the controversial, 
unedited music video of “Ameri- 

can Life.” 

The new Madonna 
album contains the lead 
single and title track, 

“American Life," which 
* has immediately made it 

presence felt in the Bill 
board Hot 100 in the United 
States. 

The 11-track album contains 
stuttering beats, acoustic guitar 
riffs and an in-your-face lyrical 
content that mirrors the leg- 
endary singers artistic journey. 


Melanie C finds a “Reason” 


“Northern 


quario Liquid Lounge in 
Malate. 

“The party will kick things t- 
off at 9:30 pm. with an 
open bar until 11 p.m. Fans who will 
show up in their best Madonna 
look-whether dressed up as the sen- 
sual'80s Material Girl, as Evita Peron 
or as the urban trendsetter of the 
‘90s among her numerous incama- 
tions-will win exciting prizes. 


“IT’S ME on a plate, pretty 
much.” 

This is how former Spice Girls 
member Melanie Chisholm a.k.a. 
Melanie C describes the content 
of “Reason,” her second solo pro- 
ject and follow-up to 1999's mul- 


ti-platinum album, 
Star” 

"Reason" sees Melanie C in cre- 
ative collaboration with such stel- 
lar names as Rick Nowels, Gregg 
Alexander, Tore Jhansson, Rhett 
Lawrence and Phil Thornalley. 

Rick, Gregg, Tore 
and Rhett also take 


MTRCB =- R-13 


tly 


for 13 years of age and up | production credis 


non-stop laughs in fun, new comedy 

In the No, 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 
Jack Nicholson star together for the first time as patient. 
and therapist ~ though at times its hard to tell which 
one is which! 


‘with Marius De Vries, 
Peter Vetesse, Pat Mc- 
Carthy’ Damien Le 
Gassick and Gary 
Clark. 

First single culled 
from the album is the 
irresistible and insid- 
ious "Here It Comes 


After a misunderstanding aboard an airplane, mild- 
mannered Dave Buznik (Sandler) & ordered to attend 
anger management sessions run” by outrageous 
psychiatrist Dr. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson) 

Tortured by Buddys wacky and abrasive 
confrontational methods, Dave must decide whether to 
crawl back into his shell or stand up for himself, and 
keep his girl (Marisa Tomei) along the way. 

With surprise appearances by top celebrities. 


NOW SHOWING 


Again.” I's the aperi- 
tif to an album that is 
uplifting, insightful, 
exciting, energetic 
and reflective, all at 
onetime. 

“This album offers 
a pretty accurate re- 
flection of who I am 
and where Im at 
now,” Melanie says 
“Ws generally posi- 
tive, which is the way 
Tm trying to go these 
days.” 

“Reason” is re 
leased by EMI Music 
and is available in CD 
and cassette formats. 


Schedules are subject to change without prior notice. 
MTRCB Rating: Parental Guidance 13 (PG-13) 
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ANTHONY 

Hany 1. nn, Alan Cumming, Lara Frases 
In this elc talo of rovange based upon the 
play of Wiliam Shakespeare, . Anthony 
Hopkins stars as Titus Andronicus, the 
Roman. general who sows the seeds ol 
wengesnca whon ho executes the son of ihe 
enemy Queen, played by Jessica Lango. Tha 
feperoussions ol his action are revciled 
hen tho vindlcive woman becomes the now 
ta o the Roman Emperor, 


SKYRIEMS TEES 
eae L 


Sra idis 


"The single most visually dazzling movie 
ofthe last hulfedecide.” 


FORMER SPICE 
GIRL. Melanie C. 
displays warmth and. 
maturity in new 
album. 


MES 
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“SILLY” and nothing but “sour grapes.” 

This is how the Binibining Pi 
Charities Inc. described the complaints 
of some candidates in the latest Binibin- 
ing Pilipinas contest that pageant orga- 
nizers fed questions to the candidates 
hours, even a day, before the final 
pageant night started. 

Binibining Pilipinas project director 
Ernesto Roca told INOUIRER Entertain- 
ment that the list of questions to be 
asked during the show proper were giv- 
en to the organizers only a few hours 


MR. SHOE-LY tries on one of his 30 pairs. 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


before the pageant night, so there was 
not enough time to look at the ques- 
tions and to reproduce them for the 
candidates. 

Last week, some contestants in the 
2003 Binibining Pilipinas pageant, 
which was held last month, had com- 
plained that they were given the 
pageant night questions hours before 
the show started last March 16. One 
contestant said some of them were giv- 
en the questions a day before the 
pageant night. 


er Borgy?). He has come into his 


own, being the newest Bench 


CELEBRITIES love to shop, right? 
Not when the celebrity is TV host 
and sportscaster TJ Manotoc, 
who has the distinction of being 
the very first luminary to allow 
INQUIREA Entertainment readers 


into his closet. 

“Tm not really into Our 
shopping,” he says. “But OF THE 
when I do shop, I use gift 
ct goa ty CLOSET 
friends. Plus, I buy only ^ 
when it’s super sale. I also get a 
lot of free stuff, especially clothes 
that I endorse.” 

TJ has filled all the closets of 
his unit ata Pasig City condomini- 
um with things he has collected 
since he moved out of his parents’ 
Makati City house three years 
ago. The "Unang Hirit" host was. 
only 23 when he decided to live. 
alone, with no yaya, cook, or 
Jaundrywoman. 

He says his closets contain 
mostly gifts from his dad, former 
basketball coach and golfer Tom- 
my Manotoc, his mom, 1970 Miss 
International Aurora Pijuan, his 
brothers, ex-girlfriends, and 
friends-including Jolina dolls he 
received during a Kris Kringle 
game, and a shirt that he has 
worn to several “first dates.” 

TJ is no longer “the other Man- 
otoc son” (remember half-broth- 


KITSCH now, collector’s items later, T] says of his Jolina dolls, here 


nestling alongside his portrait. 


model and a sportscaster cover- 
ing the Philippine Basketball As- 
sociation (PBA) for Vintage TV 
He is also a consultant of Manual 
men’s magazine for Mega Maga- 
zine Publications Inc. (MMPI). 


Look what came out 


~- ofthe closet of TJ: 


Most prized posses- 
sion. ‘A new 34-inch 
Phillips TV that, if cou- 
pled with a progressive 


scanned DVD player, can give you 
view of the clearest DVD pic- 
tures.” 

Most proud of. “A pair of Muai 
Thai boxer shorts and gloves got 
from Thailand. The gloves don't 
ft me, although the shorts do, sol 
just put them on display” 

Jolina dolls. “Theyre gifts I 
got from the 2001 and 2002 Kris 
Kringle at the Mega Magazine of- 
fice. 1 intend to have them signed 
by Jolens (Jolina Magdangal, 
who inspired the dolls). They're 
still in their boxes because 10 
years from now, they'll be collec- 
tors items.” 

Michael 
“They're rare! I got them from the 
States. | have not painted the 
walls of my unit. hate the wall- 
paper so I cover them with Jor- 
dan posters.” 

Samurai sword. “I got this 


Jordan posters. 


Ma 


ka” 


at the 


arb! ih 


from Thailand, too. I don’t travel 

alot but I see to it that I keep 

things that will remind me 

of the places I've visited." 
Favorite suit. "Tve had 

this suit since 1999. Luck- 

ily it still fits me. This was 

made by Paolo Basa for 4 

the wedding of my sister 

. like wearing suits 

Feeling ko mas may po; 

points ka kapag naka-suit 


Second most fa- 
vorite suit. "This is 
Hugo Boss. I wore this 
Binibining 
Pilipinas pageant that 
1 hosted last March. FOR DISPLAY: 
Maraming nagsasabi 
na bagay sa akin." 
Favorite short-sleeved shirt. 


Editor Louie C. Camino 


Binibini losers’ complaints ‘silly, sour grapes’ 


“That's silly,” was Roca’s reaction in a 
phone interview last Friday. “Does that 
mean that candidates get the copies of 
questions ahead of us? 

The complaining contestants said 
the distribution of the questions be- 
fore coronation night was unfair. 
“Why did the pageant organizers add 
a percentage on intelligence in the 
criteria in the first place?" one contes- 
tanthad asked. 

Roca called candidates’ complaints 
“sour grapes.” 


PAGUAOFUNALAN 


TJ Manotoc's Jolina dolls, 
shorts and first-date shirts 


FIT toa T, Ty's favorite t-shirts are froman L. A. resto and a gift from 
his brothers, the only one they ever bought him in his “whole life.” 


cw 


“Ies from U2. 1 like wearing 
white. I love this shirt be- 
cause of the fabric, half- 
linen, half-cotton. 1 like 
the way it falls on me. 
Ive worn this many 
times on first dates 
and when I have to 
look cute pero hin- 
di naman sobrang 
pa-porma. 
Nakatatlong first 
dates 
ya. 


mukhang malas 


vorite 

sleeves. “I bought 
this from Cinderella. 
It feels very comfortable. Pve 


“If they are really smart, they don't 
need those questions to guide them,” he 
said. 

Roca explained that the questions 
were prepared not by the pageant orga- 
nizers but by the show's producers, “to 
prevent a leakage of questions.” GMA 
Network Inc. co-produced this year's 
pageant. 

Roca said the organizers were tempt- 
ed to distribute the questions to the con- 
testants in the past, "but we never did. 
We didn't want to come out like that quiz 


show scandal in the 1950s.” 

Roca was apparently referring to the 
US quiz show “Twenty One" on CBS in 
the 1950s where it was eventually un 
covered that producers hand-picked and 
coached contestants just hours before 
airtime. 

“But come to think of it,” Roca added 
“there's really no correct answers to 
beauty pageant questions. It is simply a 
test of the confidence of the candidates 
when they answer questions. 

Marinel R. Cruz 


3 FAP winner Tirazona 
„dies of cardiac arrest 


THURSDAY night, director and 
scriptwriter Jerry Tirazona com- 
plained to his wife Alma he had 
difficulty sleeping because he 
could not stand the heat in their 
room. Alma said she ignored the 
complaint and told him the whole 
country was experiencing the 


same high temperature. 


dead in bed at their house în La 
gro, Quezon City. Doctors at the 
St. Lorenzo Hospital in Quezon 
City said he died of cardiac arrest. 
He was 62. 

Tirazona’s screenplay — for 
William Mayo's "Lapu Lapu" won 
for him a best screenplay award 
from the recent Film Academy of 


The next morning, April 25, 


Tirazona's children found him 


FAP/A25 


Mr. Hearththrob wears 
floral boxer shorts 


JULIUS Babao is one of the few 


true gentlemen I've met in the 


biz. 


tis said that anyone who takes 
care of pets very well is really a 
kind soul. No wonder Julius is 
such a dog lover. He and fiancée 
Tin-Tin Bersola treat their dogs 
like babies. That should give 
them enough practice as they will 
be tying the knot next year and 
will surely have adorable little 


ones. 


True to his word, Julius called 
me up immediately after finaliz- 
ing talks with his ABS-CBN boss- 
es regarding his next career 
move. He told me, “I will be Kori- 
na Sanchez's co-anchor on TV Pa- 
trol starting April 28. And soon I 
will have my own radio show and 
also do stories for ‘The Corre- 


spondents.” 
truly come full circle. 


She 


service. 


will bend in your honor. 


Guess list 


WHO IS this matinee idol who 
went to a spa with an equally 
good-looking dramatic actor? 
Since the spa is not too commer- 
cialized (it's located in a modest 
barrio), they probably opted to go 
there to have more privacy. Natu- 
rally, the staff members of the spa 
were thrilled to see the heart- 
throb and the hunk but they were 
instantly turned off because Mr. 
Matinee Idol was such a snob, al- 
though the dramatic actor was 
quite chummy with them. One 
masseuse lamented, “I used to be 
a big fan of Mr. Heartthrob but 
not anymore. Napakasuplado! 
Imagine, Iran to the nearest gro- 


Kudos to you, buddy! You have 


Chin-Chin the heroine 
DAYS after I wrote about Chis 
Chin Gutierrez in a previous col- 
umn, I saw Time magazine's spe- 
cial issue on Asian Heroes (April 
28, 2003) with Chin-Chin on the 
cover. She was featured because 
of her tireless projects for Mother 
Earth Foundation, The Time cov- 
er reads, "They made a difference 
as they made us proud." As I lis- 
tened to her lament about the 
state of our environment, I could 
tell she was not just paying lip 
suggested, 
should all plant a tree on our 
birthday. Some may find that odd 
but în the long run our children's 
children will benefit from it." 

We salute you, Chin-Chin. If 
only they could, I bet all the trees 


Dotty 
‘Woop 


Dolly Ann 


Carad AN | 


cery store to buy a new pair of 
shorts for him to use during his 
massage but he refused to wear 
it. Iwas shocked when he took off 
his pants. He was wearing yellow 
floral boxer shorts” 

The two actors stayed in the? 
steam room together and had 
their massage in the "couple's 
room.” The spa employees are 
now inclined to believe the rumor 
that Mr. Matinee Idol is indeed 
gay. Nothing wrong with that, but 
he's not man enough to admit it. 

"Who is this sexy young star 
who's now living in with a singer, 
who in turn has a love child with 
a dramatic actress? Her mom is 
on the verge of being suicidal be- 
cause she refuses to come back 
home. Ms Sexy Thing happens to 
be the family breadwinner. 
But now that her world revolves 
around Mr. Crooner, she often 
suffers from "amnesia" when it 
comes to family obligations. 
Maybe she got tired of working so. 
hard for her family that when she 
met the singer (who knows how 
to pamper his women), she real- 
ized what she's missing. She's on- 
ly 18 so she should enjoy her 
youth instead of being saddled 
‘with solely providing for her fam- 
ily. Her launching movie is now in 
the works. Hopefully her being in 
love won't make her lose focus in 
her career. 


“We 


Who is this pretty newcomer 
who's a certified kleptomaniac* 
This is why the newcomer, who has 
a love child with an assistant direc 
tor of a soap, was fired from a sit: 
com. She is said to have taken the 
cell phones, accessories ete. of her 
co-stars, Her modus operandi: She 
will befriend you and then she will 
start borrowing your clothes, jew 
elry perfume etc. When you ask for 
your stuff back, she comes up with 
Jame excuses, like the items have 
been stolen or broken. What a pity 
because she's really got such an an 
gelic face. Too bad she's more like « 
fallen ora black angel. 

For feedback, emul 
friends at dsquareGyahoo.cont 
orjaimealsan yahoo.com. 


While Dina Bonnevie 
was filmin 
Javier Reyes “Anghel 
sa Lupa” last year, 
young actor Cogie 
Domingo, who plays 
her son in the movie, 


t 
na iro | would frequent Dina's 


Pero 


Jose | 


gie was once 
punched by Dina 
son, Oyo Boy, over 
Anne Curtis, who is 
Oyo Boy's girlfriend. 


their house in Ayala Heights, 
Quezon City. Cogie is a go 


friend of Dina's daughter Dani- 
ca, so when the young actor 


za and pasta for her“ 
war 


feels low or needs someone to 
talk to, he goes to Danica's 
house and even stays late at 
night. Dina often prepares piz- 
ids.” Co- 
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ADB: Asia to remain bright spot despite SARS 


By Michelle V. Remo 


DESPITE the presence of the SARS epidemic în the region, cluding the United States, Japan mance an an increase in domestic forecast saying the extent to which 
the Asian Development Bank said its 41 member- and the European Union. 
economies, including the Philippines, would still be the d 
5 forecast for Asia to an increase în slightly lower than last year's 4.6- 
world’s economic bright spot with their economies grow- 4 mestic demand, sustained ex- percent growth in gross domestic stage of crystal ball gazing as to 
port growth and supportive product and the governments how much would be the economic (Anti-Money Laundering Act) that 
2003 GDP growth projections of effects of SARS on a per-country are consistent with the require- 

Crouch said the ADB has al- 4.2 to 5.2 percent, the ADB said basis but the effects would depend ments of FATF (Financial Action 
For this year, the ADB said it ready disregarded the US-Iraq in a press conference yesterday on factors including the duration 
about 0.1 or 0.2 percent of gross expected East Asia to grow 5.6 war as a possible impediment to that the forecast was tillasign of (ofthe existence of the SARS virus) 
domestic product growth, factor. percent; Southeast Asia, 4 per- Asia's growth, saying oil prices robust growth and predicted that and a country’s economic struc- 
ing in the effects of the Severe cent; South Asia, 5.7 percent; were expected to soften within the country would regain eco- ture, meaning how important is 
‘Acute Respiratory Syndrome out- Central Asia 5.8 percent and the the next two years. 
break on the economies of China, Pacific, 2.4 percent. The figures 
Hong Kong and Singapore where are comparatively higher than economy to grow 4 percent this 


ing by 5.3 percent this year and 5.9 percent in 2004. 


For the whole of Asia, the ADB a high level of SARS incidence macroeconomic policies. 
said the economic impact of had been recorded. 


SARS was projected to slash 


Meralco seen 
overcoming 
refund woes 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


MANILA Electric Co. is expected to “be in a fi- 
nancially sound position" despite the difficul- 
ties it faces due to a multibillion-peso refund 
ordered by the Supreme Court, according to 
the Asian Development Bank’s local chief. 

ADB country chair Thomas Crouch said in a 
media briefing that this was the banks initial 
assessment when the high courts decision 
came out in November. 

"We may have to redo our calculations 
based on different scenarios on how the 
courts order would be played out," Crouch 
said. "We will know ultimately when a mode 
of refund has been (finally) adopted." 

The Department of Energy is expected to 
host today a meeting among Meralco stake- 
holders, consumer groups and the Energy 
Regulatory Commission to find a way to im- 
plement the refund. 

‘Crouch said the ADB has lent to Meralco a 
total of $125 million, of which $100 million 
has not been paid. 

“The loan has been fully disbursed, but 
Meralco's amortization repayment is until 
2012," the ADB official said. 

He said that the ADB, as a lender, had no posi- 
tion on how to implement the refund nor has Mer- 
alco solicited its recommendation on the matter 

Last April 15, Meralco president Jesus 
Francisco said the utility would not be able to 
refund all of its customers within a year due 
toits financial difficulties. 

Meralco lawyers had subsequently asked 
the Supreme Court to order only a years worth 
of refund instead of the nine years since it 
started collecting the overcharges in 1994. 


PEAR RESI 
Case 


MARCH APRIL 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


iP 52.907 $ 

Asof 5 p.m., April 28,2003 _ 

ie 120.22 = $ Li 

_Asof$ pam. Ape 28,2003 

$ GOLD: $333.50-334.00 $ 

gero ng Kong Ar 2002 
STOCK RARKET 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
MARCH APRIL 


ores 
Stocks hit month's low 
on SARS jitters 


‘STOCKS ended at their lowest markina 
month as fears about the impact of SARS on 
Aslan economies prompted investors to exit 
the market again, traders said yesterday. 

The main index finished down 1.25 per- 
cent, or 13.10 points, at,036.29, its lowest 
close since March 27 and its fifth succes- 
sive session fall. Turnover reached P324.51 
million with just nine advancers, 45 declin- 
ers and 30 stocks unmoved, 

"It's really sentiment driven. We've bro- 
ken several major support levels recently, 
and there are growing fears that Inter-Asian 
trade and economic activity will be effected 
by the SARS outbreak,” sald Manny Cruz, 
an analyst at Belson Securities. — Hsulers 


the projected 1.5- to 1.7-percent year and 4.5 percent next year, cit- sible effects of the SARS scare was 


Grouch also said that contrary 


growth in industrial countries, in- ing an improved export perfor- not yet factored in the Philippine to negative perception, the ADB 


consumption as key factors. 
‘The ADB attributes its growth 


‘The ADB admitted that the pos- 


‘The ADB expects the Philippine 1997 Asian financial crisis. ton” 


remained optimistic the SARS 


SARS would impact on the local scare would not impact much on 
Although the figures were economy wasstill undetermined. 


the flow of overseas remittances 


"Right now, we are still at the tothe Philippines. 


"The amendments to the Amla 


"Task Force) have been put in place, 
so the impediment (of FATF sane- 
tions to the entry of remittances) 
has been removed. At the moment, 


nomic output levels prior to the the role played by the tourism sec- we dont see any major impact of 
said Thomas Crouch, ADB SARS on the flow of overseas re- 
Philippines country director. 


‘mittances,” Crouch added, 


All models of the new National Power Saver Pure Refrigerator 
pour the freshest convenience in high efficiency. 
Now, even your kids can get their fill with the purest ease. 
With Built-in Water Dispenser ‘With Anti-bacteria Plate: the fresh 
assurance of pure efficiency, safety and.convenience. 
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Business proposes 'no strike, 


no lockout' provision in CBAs 


By Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


"THE. CLAMOR for a strike moratorium has 
snowballed with the Employers Confedera- 
tion of the Philippines Inc. (Ecop) proposing 
to insert a “no strike, no lockout” provision in 
future pacts between management and labor. 

Ecop president Donald Dee said this provi- 
sion would “instill stability in the country's in- 
dustrial relations system by maximizing exist- 
ing mechanisms.” He said the no strike clause 
should be complemented by government ef- 
forts to deal with the labor disputes “decisive- 
ly and expeditiously.” 

Ecop apparently wanted to enforce the 
strike moratorium through the CBAs after the 
Department of Trade and Industry and De- 
partment of Labor and Employment cited the 
unconstitutionality of such a ban on worker's 
‘rights to hold mass actions. 


SM Prime allots 
P15B for 3-year 
expansion 


SM PRIME Holdings Inc. is earmarking P15 
billion for capital expenditures in the next 
three years to pursue the establishment of 
new malls nationwide. 

At the same time, company data showed 
the retail giant posted an 11-percent to 12- 
percent rise in revenue in the first quarter and 
a 10-percent to 12-percent increase in profit 
from year-ago level. 

In a briefing with reporters following its 
annual stockholders’ meeting yesterday, SM 
Prime senior vice president for operations 
Hans Sy said that out of the P1S billion, over 
P4 billion was earmarked for the completion 
of malls in Baguio, Lucena in Quezon and 
Marilao in Bulacan this year as well as for 
land acquisition. 

Portion of the amount earmarked will be 
used to fund the construction of the Mall of 
Asia near Roxas Boulevard in Manila. 

SM Prime's board also approved the declara- 
tion ofa 10-centavo regular cash dividend and a 

5 centavo special cash dividend. Elena R. Tor- 

ijos 


Dee has also proposed the revival of a so- 
cial accord between management and labor 
reached during the economic and political 
crisis two to three years ago wherein busi- 
nesses agreed to hold off layoffs while the 
labor unions agreed to hold off protest ac- 
tions. 

The 10-year ban on strike was proposed by 
Federation of Filipino Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry Inc. president Robin 
Sy. It was supported by the Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce of the Philippines and the Fil- 
ipino-Indian Chamber of Commerce (Philip- 
pines) Inc. 

These business groups claimed that their 
members would invest more and create more 
jobs if only they were assured that their plans 
‘would not be derailed by labor strikes. FFCC- 
Cl alone has promised to create 3 million jobs 
in the near term with a 10-year strike ban in 


place. Labor unions naturally greeted the 
plan with derision. 

The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, which echoed the concerns on rising 
labor activism in the country, has agreed to 
hold a discussion between business groups 
and labor unions to thresh out mutually ac- 
ceptable solutions to the labor unrest prob- 
lem. 

PCCI president Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr. said: 
"The PCCI recognizes the very bad perception 
of investors about the difficulty în managing 
workers. This negative image is a severe blow 
to efforts by both the government and the pri- 
vate sector in promoting the Philippines as 
haven for investors." 

He said that unless this bad perception on 
the country's labor sector was removed, un- 
employment could rise as less capital would 
come in to create new jobs. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRY'S manufacturing output, in 
terms of volume, grew 1.8 percent in 
February from year-ago level in the second. 
straight month of expansion after a long 
period of decine, the National Statistics 
Office said yesterday. 

The rare of growth in February was, 
however, lower than the 3.7 percent expan- 
sion registered in January. 

‘The expansion was registered mainly in 
basic metals, wood and wood products, 
leather products, non-metallic mineral 
products, textile, beverage, food manufac- 
turing, furniture and fixtures, and 
petroleum products, the NSO added. 

On a monthly basis, the NSO said pro- 
duction volume increased 1.4 percent în 
February from the January level. 

‘Manufacturing output, in terms of value, 
posted an 11.4-percent year-on-year in- 
crease in February. The rate of growth, 
however, was also lower than the 12.8 per- 


Manufacturing output 
grew 1.8% in Feb. 


cent registered in January. Sales value, 
meanwhile, rose 17.5 percent year-on- 
year 

The higher growth in production value 
was mainly due to the increase in the prices 
of basic metals, leather products, 
petroleum products, wood and wood prod- 
ucts, textile, manufacturing, furniture and 
fixtures, beverage, non-metallic mineral 
products, footwear and clothing and rub- 
ber products, the NSO said. 

Manufacturing is the ynchpin of the Philip- 
pine economy which grew by 4 6 percent last 
year. Manufacturing output had been dectin- 
ingin the five months up to December. 

On the average, factories operated at 
76.5 percent of capacity in February, com- 
pared with a revised 76.1 percent the previ- 
‘ous month, it said. 

Sectors with capacity utilization rate of 
more than 80 percent include non-electri- 
cal machinery, footwear and clothing and 
rubberproducis,saidtheNSO. Withare- 
port from AFP 


PLDT, 3 others to set up community e-centers 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FOUR local and foreign entities have ex- 
pressed interest in setting up community e- 
centers that will help bring telephone and In- 
ternet access even to the remotest communi- 
ties in the country. 

‘The local firms include dominant carrier 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. and 
pioneer Internet service provider Mosaic 
Communications Inc., while the foreign play- 
ers include the Spanish arm of French 
telecommunications equipment supplier Al- 
catel and Canadian firm SR Telecom. 

Communications Undersecretary Virgilio 
Pefia said in an interview that Alcatel was 
planning to avail itself of an official develop- 


ment assistance package from the Spanish 
governmént to undertake the project. 

SRT will modify its existing Telepono sa 
Barangay project with the government to con- 
form with the new standards of the communi- 
tye-centers. 

Peña explained that SRT was the contractor 
for certain components of the Department of 
Transportation and Communications’ Tele- 
pono sa Barangay project, which aimed to 
provide telephone access to all barangays in 
the country. 

“Theyre looking at enhancing the next 
phase of the project to pattern it after the 
community e-center model,” he said. 

‘The Telepono sa Barangay project has been 
around since the time of former Presidents Fi- 


PNOC raising $200M in funds 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


PHILIPPINE National Oil Co. said it had so- 
licited from banks proposals on raising $200 
million for the refinancing of its exploration 
units 10-percent stake in the Malampaya nat- 
ural gas project. 

PNOC executive vice president Alfredo 
Parungao said the deadline for the submission. 
of the proposals was slated for yesterday, but 
he declined to say which banks turned in their 
proposals. 

“We got the approval of the Bangko Sentral 
to secure the loan, but we still have to apply 
for a guarantee,” Parungao seid. “We plan to 
raise the fund in July.” 

The official said $175 million would be 
used to settle a loan from Citibank NA that 
was used to fund PNOC's share in Malam- 
-paya. The loan will expire in March next year. 
i. The remaining $25 million will be used for 
"the development of the Malampaya oil rim, 
hesaid. 

'PNOC Exploration Corp. holds a 10-per- 
cent stake in the $4.5-billion Malampaya gas 
project, which is supplying fuel to three pow- 
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er plants with total generating capacity of 
2,700 megawatts. These are the 1,200-MW Il- 
ijan plant, 1,000-MW Sta. Rita plant and the 
500-MW San Lorenzo plants, all in Batangas. 

Shell Philippines Exploration BV and Texa- 
co Philippines hold stakes of 45 percent each. 

Late last year, PNOC announced the cre- 
ation of a new subsidiary that would assume 
the government's Malampaya shares, includ- 
ing PNOC-EC's debts incurred in funding the 
stake. 

“The government plans to privatize 49 per- 
cent of its Malampaya stake through an initial 
public offering of PNOC 's Malampaya sub- 
sidiary. 

To raise revenues and cover for a balloon- 
ing budget deficit, the government had con- 
sidered privatizing PNOC-EC itself aside from 
“securitizing” its future revenues from the 
Malampaya stake. 

Also, the Malampaya consortium is devel- 
oping an oil reserve that was discovered be- 
neath the gas field. 

Last year, the group did a well test for the 
oil rim, from which it was able to export about 
2 million barrels of crude. 
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del Ramos and Joseph Estrada, but the imple- 
mentation of its two phases and one sub- 
phase was shelved for various reasons. 

Peña said that a part of the projects first 
phase was due for turnover to the local govem- 
ments by the middle of the year with the rest of 
the project following within the second half. 

“The second phase of the projec, already pat- 
temed after the community e-center model, can 
be implemented by next year he added. 

PLDT was the first to signify interest in the 
community e-center project by committing to 
set up six pilot sites nationwide—two each in 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao—that could 
serve as model e-centers for interested parties 
in the future. MosCom also proposed to set up 
50 to 100 community e-centers within one year. 


Ruling on Amari 
case expected 
to affect market 


CYBER Bay shareholders, led by its spokesperson 
Carol Sy, expressed fears that the ongoing 
‘Supreme Court deliberations on the 750-hectare 
Manila Bay reclamation project, developed by 
Cyber Bay Corp. (formerly Amari Coastal Bay 
Development Corp.) might result in the shutting 
down of 10 other major reclamation projects în 
the country which, in tum, could lead to the col- 
lapse of the financial market. 

“The Supreme Court should deliberate (the is- 
sue) thoroughly and should not rush judgment 
because at stake is the viability of the county's f- 
nancial marker,” said Sy, who recently organized 
‘small Cyber Bay shareholders into a lobby group 
to get back their hard-earned investments. 

Sy seid an unfavorable Supreme Court ruling 
„on the motion for the reconsideration of an earlier 
decision on the Amari land deal case could spell 
doom for the 10 other developers who have simi- 
lar land agreements with Public Estates Authority. 

Sy said that once the amended joint venture 
agreement was upheld null and void by the 
‘court, all developers with existing arrangement 
with PEA—including DM Wenceslao & Jan de 
Nul Consortium, Shoemart Inc, Royal Asia, 
TOA Corp., FF Cruz, Seaoil, Bacolod Real Estate 
Development Corp. and Construction Develop- 
‘ment Corp.—would be affected. The collapse of 
more than 10 land reclamation projects is seen 
to snowball into the collapse of the banking in- 
dustry and the local bourse, she said. 

“We are not talking of mince meat here; we 
are looking at billions of pesos across these 10 
PEA-led land agreements. In fact, any adverse. 
decision not only sends a negative message to 
all foreign investors that the Philippine gov- 
ernment could not be relied on to make good 
on its word on such contracts, This smacks of 
a dangerous precedent.” Sy cautioned that in 
at least 10 reclamation projects with PEA, for- 
eign capital stood at millions of dollars. 
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... DISCLOSURES 
BALABAC Resources & Holdings Co. Inc. announced the resignation of 
Juanita Tan Lee as corporate secretary. Elected to replace her was Ma. 
Cecilia Pesaysco who was also appointed corporate information officer. 
GLOBAL Business Holdings Inc. moved its annual stockholders’ meeting 
from April 29 to June 24 with record date on May 13. 
DESIGNATED nomination committee members of Fil-Hispano Holdings 
Corp. were David Go, Anselmo Trinidad Jr. and Carlos Syquia. 
ELECTED directors of Cebu Holdings inc. were Francisco Licuanan Ill, 
Mercedita Nolledo, Jose Rene Almendras, Miriam Katigbak, Antonio Aba- 
can Jr, Natividad Alejo, Enrique Benedicto, Victor Chiongbian and 
Anastacio Muntuerto Jr. 
ELECTED directors of Manila Jockey Club Inc. were Alfonso Reyno Jr., 
Pedro Tan, Yolanda Reyno, Mariza Santos-Tan, Patrick Reyno, Ma. Luisa 
Morales, Martin Cepeda, Christopher Reyno, Roberto Espiritu, Jemie Tan 
and Derick Wong. 
CENTRO Escolar University declared cash dividends of PO.10 per share 
in favor of stockholders of record as of May 25 and will be payable on 
June 19. 
VITARICH Corp. will hold its annual stockholders' meeting on June 27 
with record date on May 28. 
ELECTED directors of Cebu Property Ventures & Development Corp. 
were Francisco Licuanan lil, Jose Rene Almendras, Natividad Alejo, 
Ruben Almendras, Nelson Garcia, Francisco Japson and Armando 
Samia. 
FILINVEST Development Corp. announced the designation of Ma. Irma 
Tan as compliance officer of the company. Compiled by Maricar D. 
Tolosa, PDI Research 
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BSP urged to probe Banco Filipino board 


By Elena R. Torrijos 


THE SISTER of Banco Filipino 
vice chair Albert Aguirre last week 
asked the Monetary Board, the 
policy-making body of the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas, to place the 
current board of the Aguirre fami- 
lys Banco Filipino under investi- 
gation and preventive suspension 
for alleged unsound banking 
practices in violation of the coun- 
ry s banking laws. 

On behalf of clients Anna 
Maria Aguirre-Koruga and her 
husband Christopher Koruga, 
lawyer Jose Bernas filed a 182- 
page complaint and attached an- 
nexes that outlined how Banco 
Filipino had allegedly engaged in 
a common pattern of extending 
loans to borrowerfirms con- 
trolled by Aguirre in exchange for 


tage ua 
iranan te 


overvalued real estate, 
putting at risk depositors’ money. 

Specifically, Bernas cited P1.6 
billion in loans to nine borrower- 
companies that have officers all 
closely linked to Aguirre and that 
hold offices in locations directly 
controlled by the BF vice chair. 

Bernas claimed that the loans 
"represent only a portion of what 
seems to be the wholesale canni- 
alization of Banco Filipinos 
cash resources.” 

‘The loans accounted for 38.69 
percent of Banco Filipino's peak 
loan portfolio and 43.87 percent 
of the banks capital funds, ex- 
ceeding the limits on loans to di- 
rectors, officers, stockholders and 
related interests (Dosti). 

‘The loans were granted to 
Glamor World Inc., Filipino Vast- 
land, Filipino Ventures Co. Inc., 


thus 
Inc., Pro-Managers In 


FBCI Construction Co 


undercapitalized and 
non-operational. Also, 


type of business they 


lans were often 
properties purchased 
from the publicly list- 
ed thrift bank itself or 
obtained from relat- 
ed entities and were 
inflated in value. 

One particular lot 
used as collateral was 
valued at P41,000 


A BROKER studies the electronic board at the Philippine Stock Exchange trading floor in the 
financial district of Makati, April 28. The composite index shed 1.25 percent, or 13.10 points, 
to 1,036.29 on worries over the killer disease Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome and a 


rating downgrade by Standard and Poor's. 
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Gov't junks bids for long-term 
T-bills; 91-day yield declines 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


SPOOKED by the recent credit-rating down- 
grade on Philippine sovereign debt by Stan- 
dard & Poor's, the market yesterday bid up 
longer term treasury bill rates, resulting in the 
full rejection of the 364-day maturity. 

While the benchmark 91-day Tbill rate 
edged lower by 2.6 basis points to average at 
7.434 percent, the 182-day rate shot up by 
147 basis points to 8.4 percent. 

Only the 91-day tenor was fully awarded 
out of the government's P4-billion offer as the 
market factored in the perceived increase în 
long-term risks from Philippine debt papers 
following S&P's ratings downgrade. 

The government accepted only P2.24 bil- 
lion out of the P3 billion offer for the 184-day 
maturity in order to prevent any further rise. 
in this tenor while none was accepted for the. 
P2.5-billion offering of 364-day T-ilis. 

“Whenever there is uncertainty, the market 
will go short-term,” Deputy Treasurer Eduar- 
do Mendiola told reporters after the auction 
yesterday. 

“The market priced in this downgrade but 
its not going to be permanent. There should 


only be a one-time effect and rates shouldn't 
increase in the succeeding auctions,” he 
said. 

Last week, S&P scaled down the Philip- 
pines’ long-term sovereign credit rating to 
“BB from BB plus, over concerns on the gov- 
ernment’s fragile fiscal position. 

S&P also lowered the short-term foreign 
currency rating to 'A-3' from 'A-2, even as it 
affirmed a ‘stable’ outlook on the long-term 
ratings. 

Still as a consequence of the downgrade, 
Mendiola said the Bureau of Treasury would 
expect the market to likewise bid up the five- 
year treasury bond auction today. 

“For sure, there will be some alignment but 
its going to be minimal, about five basis 
points," he said. 

“IF its too high, we are ready to reject (the 
bids)," he said. 

Mendiola also said the government's com- 
mercial borrowings later this year should be 
barely affected by the downgrade, which was 
the country's lowest rating from S&P since the 
1997 Asian currency turmoil. 

“The effect is really on pricing but we don't 
have problem with access," Mendiola said 


Subic freeport seen having lowest 
power rates with Aboitiz takeover 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


POWER bills of companies operating in the 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone are expected to fall 
by 13 percent with the takeover of distribu- 
tion by the Aboitiz consortium and comple- 
tion ofa supply deal with Mirant and National 
Power Corp. 

Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) 
Chair Felicito Payumo reported that the pow- 
er rate at the freeport would go down from 
P4.49 per kilowatt-hour to P3.90 per kWh 
starting in the second half this year, 

“Our move was very much unlike other 
utility privatization projects that have result- 
ed in increase of tariff rates,” Payumo said. 

He said Subic's power rates would be the 
lowest in the country, lower than Manila Elec- 
tric Co.'s P6.02 per kWh; Clark economic 
zones P4.94 per kWh, and Calabarzon’s 
P5.80 per kWh. 

Payumo said the new private distribu- 
tor--Aboitiz Equity Ventures Inc. and Davao 
Light and Power Co. Inc.—would lead to sav- 
ings of 40 centavos per kWh while the supply 
agreement. with Mirant and Napocor would 
yield savings of 10 centavos per kWh. Napocor 
and Mirant will have a 50-50 share of the power 
supply agreement with Napocor getting the 
supply from its independent power plants while 
Mirant will get its power from the excess capac- 
ity ofits Sual power station in Pangasinan. 

Since the contracts would be in effect for 5 
years, investors would have the lowest power 
rate for at least 5 years. 


Payumo said the improved efficiency and 
economy in the operation of the power distribu- 
tion system through privatization would allow 
locators, businesses and consumers to benefit 


-from the reduced power distribution charge. 


Aside from getting P40 million in annual 
fee from the Aboitiz group, Payumo said the 
SBMA would also be spared from spending 
P350 million for the rehabilitation of the 
freeport’s facilities. 
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Bernas pointed out that the nine 
borrower-companies were mostly 
ther litle or no track record in the 
ing or had little or no revenue or 
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per square meter more by Banco 
Filipino than the P15,000 per 
square meter valuation of Cuervo 
Appraisers. 

Moreover, the complaint al- 
leged that information gathered 
indicated that the proceeds of the 
P16 billion in loans were not used 
for the purposes stated in the loan 
applications, Beras said. 

"These blatant violations of 
banking laws should mot go by 
without penalty They have put 


C., CLI Man- 


Tp. 


dormant or 
they had ei- 


were pursu- 
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Banco Filipino, its depositors and 
stockholders and the entire bank- 
ing system in jeopardy,” Bernas 
asserted. 


tered as officers or directors of the 
borrower-companies have already 
executed affidavits while others 


are willing to execute affidavits at- 
testing complicity to the alleged 
unlawful borrowing schemes in- 
volving Banco Filipino and that 
they all acted under the directioh 
of Aguirre who also allegedly set 
up and controlled the companies, 
the complaint said. 
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The Overseas Filipinos Worldwide (OFW) 


Conference & Trade Exhibit 
Theme: 'Overseas Filipinos Worldwide: The New Economic and Political Force' 
May 23-25, 2003 
Hall 3, SM Megatrade, Mandaluyong City, Philippines 


HIGHLIGHT OF ACTIVITIES 

23-day conference for Overseas Filipinos Worldwide 

© 3-day trade exhibit showcasing business opportunities and 
investments for overseas Filipinos and their familles 

o Business matching and presentations of exhibiting companies 

© Sociais and fellowship night of overseas Filipinos 

© Gity tours for overseas Filipinos 
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DAY 1, May 23, 2003 — Focused on OFW 
Contribution to Philippine Society 
10:00am - 5:00pm 


o Registration 

S elore Remarks 

S Keynote Adress 

O Topic 1: The Overseas Fliginos in Nation Bulding — 
Trbact oa Puipoine Economy 

o Topic 2: The Overseas Füprios in Nation Buding — 
Impact on Sect, Cutura, Potties and Family 

o Topic What he Overseas Pipinas and the Government 
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o Sources of Funds for Overseas/SMES by Landbank of 
the Philippines, Development Bank of the Philippines, 
‘Small Business Guarantes Fund Corp., 

o Entrepreneurship Seminar for Overseas Filipinos 

o Business Presentations of Trade Exhibiors (Franchising, 
etai Trade, Service Industries, Insorance/Pre-need Pian, 
oai Estate, Food Processing, Handicrafts, IT Education 
& Training, Agroindustrial) 

o Cocaalle/SoGals for Overseas Filipinos 
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© fegeraen n Pogam by DOLE 
S OFW Reintegration Program 
S The noe of GMA inthe Econtmic Development ot OFWs 
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1 Do and Donts af Investments 
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Your program lor overseas Fiipnos?) 
o Sets Socials or Overseas Pipes 
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companies, products and service 
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© Freight Forwarding 
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o Travel Agencies / Transportation / Tours 
‘© Merofinancing / Leasing 

‘© Agro-indusinal Projects / Companies. 

9 Insurance Companies 

3 Computer Training / institutes 

‘© Home Appliances / Furnishings 

© Real Estate Companies 

© Banks / Credit Cards 

© Heath / Medical / Dental Services 

© Franchising Companies 

S Computer Hardware / Software 
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PLEA OF HOMEBUYERS, DEVELOPERS 


Scrap 10% VAT on housing loan payments 


By Charles E. Buban 


Revenues to the Government 

T FIRST glance the 

n issued I 
by the Bureau of In- | [GRT 

ternal Revenue on March | [VAT 


i Less: 
eros co nec Estimated Average Input Tax: 
irrelevant to homebuyers 


Banks' Profit and Loss 


BEFORE 
se | 
NL | 


Now 
NIL 
10% 


[DirrereNcE | 
5% 


GRT 
VAT 
Less: 


NIL 


t Transitional or otherwise 
and housing loan borrow- 


Net effect to Government 


5% 


VAT passed on to clients 


Input Tax - from purchase 


ers. 

In fact, Revenue Regulations 
12-2003 only mentioned of 
banks, nonbank financial inter- 
mediaries and finance compa- 
mies that were imposed with, 


Cost to Consumi 


[et goods and services. 


Favorable Net effect to Banks 


from VAT system 


beginning Jan. 1, 2003, a 10 


GRT. 


percent value added tax (VAT) 


VAT 


On their services pursuant to 


Net effect to Consumers! 


section 1 of Republic Act 9010. 


Borrowers 


RA 9010, which set the imposi- 


tion of a new tax beginning Jan- 
wary 2003, imposes VAT on services done in 
the exercise of a profession; services rendered 
by banks, and financial institutions; and ser- 
vices rendered by stock, real estate, customs, 
commercial, and immigration brokers. 

Yet, there is another sector that will be 
shouldering more of the burden that this BIR 
regulation has imposed: the housing loan bor- 
rowers. 


Passing on the burden 

‘Subdivision and Housing Developers Asso- 
ciation revealed banks and financial institu- 
tions will simply pass the tax burden to their 
borrowers. 

With around 400 member-developers, the 
SHDA is the country’s largest and leading or- 
ganization of subdivision and housing devel- 
opers. 

The additional tax is of much concern for 
the SHDA considering that its members, com- 
posed primarily of small- and medium-size 
developers, depends on these individual bor- 
rowers and their capacity to pay. 


Call to amend RA 9010 

In voicing out their concern, the SHDA re- 
cently forwarded a position paper calling for 
the postponement of the tax imposition and 
ultimately amend a portion in RA 9010 that 
mandates the BIR to issue such revenue regu- 
lation. 

Only the Congress can amend a law like RA 
9010. 

Copies of the paper were given to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo through Housing czar 
Michael Defensor, Finance Secretary Jose 
Isidro Camacho, BIR Commissioner Guiller- 
mo Parayno Jr, and members of the House 
committee on housing. 

“While SHDA fully understands the press- 
ing need to increase government's revenues, 
and while we support tax collection reforms, 
we believe taxation must be undertaken with- 
out causing undue and sudden dislocations în 
such a vital industry like the housing sector” 
explained Teofisto Guingona III, SHDA chair 
in defending the position paper. 

He stressed that the implications are stag- 
gering for the housing sector, on the viability 
of housing projects, end-borrowers afford- 
ability, and collection efficiency. 

Not only that, he also included Pag-Ibig's 
estimated 350,000 housing loan borrowers. 
and 1.5 million members who are paying 
multipurpose loans who are affected by the 
BIR regulation. 

"Imagine the additional paperworks on top. 
of the processing of all these loans—it's just 
staggering,” Guingona added. 


Everybody's affected 

Since the new BIR regulation was retroae- 
tively implemented at the beginning of the 
year, the SHDA were able to assess its impact. 
on borrowers before coming out with the pa- 


x 

"Even old and current accounts are af- 
fected with the imposition of 10 percent 
VAT since their monthly amortization 
amounts increased," said SHDA national 
president Jesus Atencio. "This would even- 
tually lead to a higher rate of defaults and 
nonpayments.” 

Even for existing borrowers, he said the ad- 
ditional tax will create budgeting problem. 

“Being fixed-income earners and always 
ona budget, a sudden surge of 10 percent in 
their amortization payments would create 
confusion in their budget—they never con- 
sidered this additional tax when they first 
applied and eventually qualified for the 
housing loan,” Atencio explained. 


Effects of VAT 

With the additional tax, all interest pay- 
ments on housing loans, contracts to sell, and 
receivables assignments coming from the 
homeowners and homebuyers will now incur 
an additional 10 percent of their interest cost 
on their monthly amortization. 

Said Atencio: "I don't think any borrower 
will be encouraged. It's a sort of domino effect 
and the bottom line here, housing finance will 
be affected." 

"The rate by which housing loans are 
paid by the individual borrowers will no 


longer be efficient and as a result the sus- 
tainability of housing finance becomes 
questionable," he added. 


Sector uniquely situated 

In its paper, the SHDA stressed that 
housing sector should be exempt from the 
additional tax imposed under the BIR regu- 
lation. 

“The housing sector is uniquely situated 
because, unlike other industries, it performs a 
social good—expanding property ownership 
to thousands of homeless and landless Fil- 
ipinos, giving them a stake in society, improv- 
ing overall quality of life and promoting social 
stability” Atencio enumerated 

He added that this sector possesses massive 
pump-priming potentials that could generate 
at least 16 times every peso of the country’s 
gross domestic product. 

“But with the imposition of the 10 percent 
VAT, the sector's capacity to spark economic 
growth will be quenched,” he said. 


Canceling out feats 

In one of the analyses done by the associa- 
tion's committee on taxation, it found out the 
10 percent VAT will just negate whatever re- 
forms the Macapagal administration has un- 
dertaken to make housing and housing fi- 
nance more accessible and affordable to a 
great number of homeless Filipinos. 

“While the government has successfully 
lowered interest rates to make housing more 
affordable, the imposition of the additional 
tax will increase interest rates once more,” ex- 
plained Bienvenido Uy, the committee chair. 

“Higher interest rates mean higher month- 
ly amortizations and less affordability of 
housing loans. And with higher monthly 
amortizations, there will be much less num- 
ber of people who may be able to avail and 
be included in President Macapogal-Arroyo's 
program on housing," he added. 


No clear benefit 

In analyzing further the impact of the addi- 
tional tax, the SHDA committee did not find 
anything the government may clearly benefit 
from. 

Since there will now be an increased rate of 
defaults, overall VAT collection from housing 
Joan payments will likely not be sufficient to 
offset the 5 percent gross receipts tax (GRT) 
that the additional tax has replaced (see com- 
putations). 

“Because VAT is an input-ourput-based tax, 
the loss of 5 percent GRT and the ability of 
banks and financial institutions to use their 
creditable input VAT will negate the perceived 
higher tax collection fror the VAT on housing 
loan payments," Uy explained. 

Unless the banks will agree to absorb a 
portion of the VAT cost they are charging 
their customers, these banks will actually get 
double benefits from the VAT system: from 
the elimination of the 5 percent GRT; and 
from the application of their input tax (de- 
rived from the purchase of goods and ser- 
vices) which has the effect of paying the BIR 
much less than the VAT collected from cus- 
tomers 

“The difference between what is collected 
and what is paid is additional income to the 
banks,” Uy revealed. 

Because of this fact, the SHDA is urging to 
continue instead the 5 percent GRT rather 
than the present 10 percent VAT on services of 
banks. 


No more differentiation 

Another point to consider is the fact that 
based on existing laws and BIR regulations, if 
the value of the transaction is less than Pl 
million, the sale of such real estate will be ex- 
empted from the VAT. 

But with the new BIR regulation, Uy ex- 
plained that levels of real estate transactions 
will no longer matter. 

“The new BIR regulation seemed not to 
agree with the earlier policy,” he pointed out. 

‘The SHDA argued in its paper that if real 
estate sales of P1 million and below are al- 
ready VAT exempt, then whatever monthly 
amortization payments arising from such 
transaction should also be VAT exempt. 


‘Because VAT is an input-output-based tax, the 
loss of 5 percent GRT and the ability of banks 
and financial institutions to use their 
creditable input VAT will negate the perceived 
higher tax collection from the VAT on housing 
loan payments’ 
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ACHART, prepared by the Subdivision Housing and Developers Association, shows 
that the government may stand to lose on revenues from the new VAT system as 
compared to the previous system (gross receipt tax) that banks use. In fact, there may 
be no increases in VAT collection because of the input taxes that banks may apply 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


TO ALL NHMFC BORROWERS WITH 
ARREARAGES IN THEIR HOUSING LOANS 


IN ACCORDANCE WITH NHMFC BOARD RESOLUTION NO. 3196, 
SERIES OF 2002, AND CORPORATE CIRCULAR NO. 044 DATED 23 JULY 
2002, ALLNHMFC BORROWERS WITH ARREARAGES OF 36 MONTHSAND 


BOVE IN THEIR HOUSIN: 


AN, SHALL NOT BE COVERED BY THE 


AUTOMATIC MORTGAGE REDEMPTION INSURANCE (MRI). 


NON-COVERAGE WOULD MEAN THAT NO CLAIMS WHATSOEVER 
COULD BE MADE ON THE MRI POLICY IN CASE THE BORROWER/ 


CO-BORROWER DIES. 


THE MRI, 
OUTSTANDING BALANCE OF THE LOAN. 


IF IN FORCE, SHALL BE APPLIED TO THE 


BORROWERS WHOSE MRI ARE DELETED FROM COVERAGE 
SHALL ONLY BE REINSTATED UPON UPDATING OR RESTRUCTURING 


OF THE LOAN. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, KINDLY PROCEED TO THE NHMFC 


MAIN OFFICE LOCATED AT FILOMENA BLDG., 


104 AMORSOLO ST., 


LEGASPI VILLAGE, MAKATI CITY, WITH TELEPHONE NOS. 8931501 TO 


25 CONNECTING TO ALL DEPARTMENTS. 


BORROWERS MAY ALSO VISIT THE NEAREST NHMFC REGIONAL/ 
SATELLITE OFFICES: 1) 3/F Anes Atrium, Rizal Ave. 2500 San Fernando, La 
Union; 2) 058 La Patricia Bldg., Maharlika Hi-way, Cauayan, Isabela; 3) 3/F Dona 
Pepita II, Rizal Street, Legaspi City; 4) 2/F AJL Bldg., Gen. Luna St. Iloilo; 5) Rm. 
304 3/F Machay Bldg., Gorordo Ave., Cebu City; 6) Mezzanine Flr., Consuelo Bldg., 
Corrales Ave., Cagayan de Oro; 7) 4/F Amigleo Bldg., 369 Bonifacio cor. Bangoy, 
Davao City; 8) 3/F D&V Il Bldg., J.C. Aquino Ave., Butuan City; 9) Villasor Bldg. 

cor. San Juan & Luzurriaga, Bacolod City; 10) Rm. 8 Safi Bldg., Santiago Blvd. 
cor. Magsaysay Ave., Gen. Santos City; 11) 2/F Olma Bldg., Aguinaldo Highway, 
Imus, Cavite; and 12) Amo Bldg., Bo. Macabling, National Highway, Sta. Rosa, 


Laguna. 


di NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION 


FILOMENA BLDG., 104 AMORSOLO STREET, LEGASPI VILLAGE, MAKATI CITY 
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ISO 9001:2000 


PVPIs. 


commitment: 


‘to quality 


Puyat Vinyl Products, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of ' 
Gonzalo Puyat & Sons, one of the nation's oldest industrial 
firms (est. 1907) with holdings in Real Estate, Banking, Oil Ex- 
ploration, Telecommunications, Steel Products Manufacturing, 
Mining, Flour Milling, Marine Products and Agro-Industrial De- 
velopment. 

Established in 1991, Puyat Vinyl Products, Inc. (PVPI) have 
risen to become the leading vinyl manufacturer in the Philip- 
pines, Its 500 strong distribution network is second to none as 
its products are regarded as the best locally manufactured vi- 
nyl flooring tiles and sheets available in the market. 

PVPIhave also gained the reputation of being a total customer 
satisfaction company in the industry. It has established services 
such as installation and inspection, design, and a dedicated 
customer service department that are not found in other local 
nization, the people behind the products are the keys to suc- 
cess. 

As such, PVPI have instituted continuous training for all 
personnel dedicated to bringing a level of service to the 
market that is unmatched in the industry. These, to: 
gether with innovative marketing and business strategies, 
have made PVPI the leader of vinyl floor covers manufac- 
turing in the Philippines. 


Our mission... 


We will develop the highest quality of diversified flooring 
products and services; 


We will promote Customer Service and establish high standards of 
professionalism within the company; 

‘We will improve the quality life of our employees through effective 
management of our resources. 

And we will lead in the advancement of Filipino manufacturers in 
‘the production of quality products in the community, and in the 
country as a whole. 


Our vision... 


PVPI, the number one flooring company in the Philippines is 
committedto: 


Continuously enhance its product line to supply the flooring 
requirements of Filipino consumers with the highest quality vinyl 
tiles at a reasonable cost. 


Transforming PVP! into a Customer Driven company by enhancing 
skills and cultivating professionalism within the company. 


Thus, making PVP a vital and strategic partner in the construction 
industry and a significant contributor to Philippine economic growth 
and development. 


The PVPI ISO 
team at work 


PHiLIPI 


.. PUYAT VINYL PROD 
IS NOW ISO 9001:200 


THE PVPI Family with its top dealers and architects 


n 
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PUYAT Vinyl Products, Inc. ISO team 


Puyat Vinyl Products, Inc., the No. 1 vinyl flo 
is ISO Certified (ISO 9001:2000) 


PUYAT Vinyl Products, Inc. passed the requirements for certifi- 
cation ofits quality management system last March 31, 2003. 
Getting the official certification from an accredited interna- 
tional body TUV Rheinland Phil., Ltd. is a major step toward the 
goal of PVPI to implement its vision as “the number one flooring 
company in the Philippines.” The certification was achieved 
with rigorous eleven months ofintensive preparation including 
training and orientation documentation, and infrastructure 
improvements, which started last March 2002 to February 2003. 


| with its certification PVPI management quality system is now 


in conformity with the established international standards. 
This means that PVPI did not only meet the strict ISO regu- 
latory requirements in providing quality products and services 


to its customer, but it has also provided. for structür| 
improvement by setting up measurable quality objecti 
with adequate controls in order to improve PVPI organi] 
effectiveness and productivity. 

‘The strong top management commitment and leade: 
participation of all PVPI employees in the development 
agement system ensure its effective implementation of 
at all levels of PVPI organization. Human resources de 
upgrading of PVPI’s plant facilities were instrumental 
of improved customer service. 

The quality management system provided for detail} 
mentation of PVPI’s processes thus removing confusio: 
areas in its system and emphasized the interconneci 
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Change the way you 
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think about VINYL + 


In the early '90s, Puyat Vinyl Products, Inc. 
(PVPI) emerged as one of the country’s most 
significant players in the flooring industry by 
introducing the APO Vinyl Quartz Tile (AVQT) 


D CERTIFIED 


EDGARDO P. Reyes, 


COO of PVPI, are shown accepting ISO 9001:2000 Certi 


Uwe Roessiger, COO 


work function in the workplace. It made each employee aware that every 
little thing one does has an impact and an effect on the greater number and 
on the organization itself. Thus, the implementation of the concept of “ac- 
countability and responsibility" in all its actuations, led to each employee în 
going beyond self and look into the totality specially its impact on PVPI 


quality of customer service. 


To fully prepare the organization in its ISO program, an intensive training 
and orientation on the ISO 9001:2000 was conducted by TUV Rheinland Phil. 
Ltd., PVPI’s ISO consultant. The PVPI ISO team worked round the clock to 
pursue this endeavor and led a company-wide ISO campaign to fulfill the re- 
quirements of the international standard as a means of transforming PVPI 
intoa more competitive and market driven company in providing high qual- 
ity flooring products and services to the Filipino consumers. 


PVPI President and John Paul G. Reyes, EVP/ 
ate from 
of TUV Rheinland. 


Li 


installation Süperviso 
in, Purchasing Officer; Marilou A. Mendoza, 
|rvice Supervisor; Ma. Luisa K. Valle, Chief 
Alexander L. Araneta, S&M Director; Daniel 
| VP/Assistant General Manager; Sherry ' 
ve, HR/Admin. Manager; Ma. Theresa C. 
it and Collection Supervisor; Mary Ann P. 
D Supervisor, and Mary Jane R. Pabiton, 
istant to the VP/AGM. 
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into the construction mar- 
ket. This product was the 
first true homogenous or 
“thru and thru" vinyl tilein 
the market and was posi- 
tioned to be an inexpensive 
but quality alternative to expen- 
sive imports. The local construction 
industry welcomed the AVQT line with 
open arms and quickly made the APO AVQT as 
the specified brand among architects, contrac- 
tors and end-users as well for their various 
commercial as well residential project require- 
ments. 

The government’s trade liberalization 


vy, ee 
pat eres s 


een | 


policy in the late 1990s opened the market to 
foreign flooring products that were not only 
competitive in terms of price but offered supe- 
rior quality as well. This turn of events did 
not sit well with local manufacturers, PVPI in- 
cluded as competition turned fierce with the 
imports gaining the edge. Quick on its feet, 
PVPI developed and introduced three years 
ago the APO Designer Series and APO Plati- 


"num Selection, These products, known world- 
„+ wide as laminated resilient flooring, offers the 


local market natural wood and stone-looking 
planks and tiles that come with a patented 


[i^ Bataan Plant personnel 


"WHNED 


protective wear-layer. This wear-layer pro: 
tects the wood and stone film from fading 
while also protecting the tile or plank from. 
floor stress coming from foot and rolling-load. 
traffic. Therefore, consumers now have floor 
j ingthatlooksjust like natural mate 

rials without the high-cost and hight + 
maintenance. In addition, only PVPL 
guarantees our products’ durability 

as all APO flooring products have à 
warranty of up to 10 years against 
wear-out (where the vinyl backing is 
exposed). i J 

PVPI continues to stand stron! 

amidst the ever-competitive flooring 


market. Our APO AVQT continues to be the 
number 1 homogenous vinyl tile with a 1,000, 
strong dealership network. The Platinum De 
signer Series, Wood and Stone Selection has 
been specified in numerous residential and 
commercial projects with the; 
country's biggest developers? 
making APO their flooring of 
choice. 

Aspartofits program to bea 
total flooring company, Payat 
Vinyl Products, Inc. not only 
manufacturers and markets 
vinyl-flooring products but 

' also is the first in the country 
tointroducea water-based ad- 
hesive. Aptly branded as the 

į APO Powerbond, the local 
market now has a non-toxic 

adhesive with better adhesion 
versus other adhesives such 
as contact cement. In addi- 

tion, PVPI also introduced to the market a 

floorcare system - The APO Powerstrip, 

Powershine, Powerbuff, Powerseal and 

Powerclean, These products provide vinyl floor 

owners with an inexpensive but excellent 
cleaning solutions at cost much lower than the 

leading brands, Di 

"Truly, Puyat Vinyl Products, Inc. has comè 
along way and with the ISO 9001:2000 certi: 
fication for quality management systems, 

PVPLis looking not only to the local market 

butto go globally as well and uplift the name 
oftheFilipino manufacturer, s we 
‘ ; sf! ara 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


HAT'S the next logical 
step after rapid ur- 
banization? This 


question has been an architec- 
tural challenge for many mass 
housing designers. The chal- 
lenge involved creativity, tech- 
nical expertise and a heart for 
nature. 

The challenge needed a response fast, 
as rapid urbanization has resulted in sky- 
high prices in many "premiere" urban 
residential spots in Asia such as Hong 
Kong, Singapore and Tokyo. 


Very simple hierarchy 

"The best some architects have come 
up with is a tree. But take a second look. 
The tree-like approach has been around 
since the 19605 and the 1970s. 

Hong Kong architect Joseph Francis 
Wong describes that a tree assumes a 
very simple hierarchy. It has a main 
trunk, dividing out into branches that 
spread out into even smaller branches 
and leaves. 

“The order of scale is very clear from 
the trunk to the leaf,” said Wong, whose 
current research is on developing hous- 
ing designs with the capacity for flexible. 
spatial layouts and on design process 
and knowledge management. 


Unique form 

He noted another clear tree character- 
istic: "No two trees are alike. Although 
every tree shares the same components 
regardless of species—trunks, branches 
and leaves—each of them take on a 
unique form.” 

He told architects that despite the high- 
ly complex form trees take, the mechanism 
behind their growth pattern is extremely 
straightforward: grow toward the sun. 

Fora tree to survive, it must therefore 
fight for the best possible position to re- 
ceive sunlight. Asa tree grows, each of its 
branches will try to reach for the sun but 
any one position can only be taken up by 


Ae 


‘one branch of the tree at any one time. 

“The first branch grows toward the 
sun and takes up the second best posi- 
tion, and so on. This continues with each 
branch reacting to the ever-changing 
network of branches around it until a 
shape is defined.” 

Therefore, he added, despite its com- 
plexity, the form of each tree is a result of 
its reaction to the changes around it 
based on simple standardized rules. 


Modularity 

Wong said that trees are modu- 
lar—made up of standard parts grouped 
together. Each of the standard parts—the 
trunk, branches and leaves—function 
more or less independently. 

“A tree can have a branch cut off with no 
significant effect on its normal functioning. 
Irwould simply regrow and be replaced. 

‘This modularity and replaceability of 
parts make for some interesting proposi- 
tions în the making of a built human envi- 
ronment that grows and reacts to change. 

A diverse environment need not be the 
result of complicated design principles; a 
complex form can evolve from the configu- 
ration of simple standard pars; the rules 
controlling the configuration of parts can be 


‘TURNOVER of first housing unit last January 


Victoria Court housing 
for deserving employees 


Tall started with a dream that someday, 
many deserving employees of the compa- 
ny will have a decent roof above their 
heads...so is the vision of Archie King, 
chief executive officer of Victoria Court. 

In 1989, that dream started to become 
a reality when the company bought 
parcels of land at Las Piñas City, built 
some 28 townhome units, sold them at 
cost to deserving loyal employees 
through the Social Security System, and 
started what now is known as Don Ange- 
lo King Village Phase 1. 

It was very appreciated and sought af- 
ter by the employees that in 1999, with 
the help of William Go, the overall pro- 
ject implementor, he began what would 
be the phase two of the said project on 
the other parcels of land in the same 


area. Now he has a bigger ambition—to 
build a minimum of at least 70 units of 20 
to 40 square-meter floor area on a 38 to 
75 sqm lot area which would cost only 
about P350,000 (on a typical uni) to 
P500,000 on the bigger units, all of 
which are again at cost. 

He commissioned Vazbilt, a respected 
company when it comes to mass-housing 
projects, forthe project using its own pre- 
cast construction materials including 
concrete tegula roofing that Vazbilt has 
been known for. 

"The project was officially launched last 
year and is scheduled to be completed 
before the last quarter of the year. The 
first unit was turned over to King last 
January as a symbol of another dream 
come true. 


Hardiflex slated at Cebu expo 


JAMES Hardie Philippines Inc., the man- 
ufacturer of Hardiflex fiber cement 
boards, will be among the major partici- 
pants at the 11th Construction Show Ce- 
bu slated from June 6 to 9 at the SM City 
Cebu Trade Hall. 

Organized by L.A. Duewt & Co. Inc. 
(Ladc), the expo is the: largest and 
longest running construction and infras- 
tructure trade show in Southern Philip- 
pines. 

Launched in 1993, Construction Show 
Cebu has been the premiera showcase for 
new products, trends, systems and ser- 

, vices în the building and construction in- 

J| dustry în the region. It has displayed a 


consistent commitment in promoting the 
growth and development of the industry 
by featuring the latest technology and in- 
novations available. 

“The expo is envisioned to carry on the 
multi objectives of providing a venue for 
relevant and updated products, facilitat- 
ing project collaborations, expediting 
technology transfer, and as a forum for 
industry discussions. 

The event is supported by Hardwares 
Consolidated Inc (HCI). 

For inquiries, call up the Manila liaison 
office at (02) 873-8202 or 873-1198; and 
at Cebu Office at (032) 232-3740, 412- 
9463 or (0916) 6139179. 


ALESTATE . 
Tree-like design the next 
step in urban planning 


RUSTUTON ALSERTROONGUEZ 
very simple as well and the standard parts 
can be modularized and be replaceable. 


Multi-leveled 


He describes a tree-like approach to 
mass housing design as being multi-lev- 
eled. Within this hierarchy of levels, any 
given or fixed elements can be termed as 
a support, and any element the user or 
designer is free to add in or change “in- 
fill,” as he cited from Boekholt, Dinjens, 
Habraken and Thijssen. 

“Thus on the building lot level, the sup- 
port is the government-controlled setting 
out of building lot boundaries or same- 
level elements, and the infill is the build- 
ings (element of the next lower level) the 
Jot owner would design and construct.” 

The number of levels, Wong told Filipino 
architects, depend on the buildings, wings, 
units and rooms where design decisions can 
be made independently, even possibly by 
different agents or interested parties. 

Since each level of control is now inde- 
pendent of the others, some of the deci- 
sion-making can be passed back to the ac- 
tual users, who should logically be in the 
best position to determine the infill ele- 
ment configurations at the unit and room 
level—their territories of use and control. 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


HONG Kong, the former British 
colony considered one of the world's 
“shopping meccas,” which has recent- 
ly been tagged one of the epicenters of 
the dreaded Severe Acute Respiratory 
‘Syndrome outbreak, is home to at 
least 7 million people. 

Considering its quaint land area (at 
only about 1,098 square kilometer), 
Hong Kong's mass housing industry 
has been considered a success. Fil- 
ipino developers planning mass hous- 
ing projects in the Philippines usually 
look at the Hong Kong model for in- 
spisation and solutions. 

Not many know that over 95 per- 
cent of the population of Hong Kong 
live in one form of multi-unit mass 
housing, as the public sector houses 
slightly over 50 percent of the popula- 
tion. 


Many changes, improvements 
Renowned Hong Kong architect 
Joseph Francis Wong told a crowd of 
Filipino architects at the World Build- 

g and Construction Exposition 
(Worldbex) last month that since the 
first batch of public housing blocks 
‘was built in 1953, the standard block 
has gone through many changes and 
improvements. 

He reasoned that to facilitate effi- 
cient production, public housing in 
Hong Kong utilized standard designs 
with a repeated floor plan. The same 
layout is used for every floor of the 
building. “Furthermore, the same 
standardized designs are used over 
and over again in all public housing 
estates built around the same period,” 
he stressed. 


Housing block design 

Wong cited the housing block de- 
sign by the Hong Kong Housing Au- 
thority for public housing—the latest 
home ownership scheme of the gov- 
ernment. 
| _ Based on what he calls the common 

“cruciform” tower with four wings 

that hold a pair of units each, the con- 
figuration forms an eight-unit typical. 
plan with two unit-type variations: a 
62-sq-m net area three-bedroom unit 
and a 45-sq.-m net area two-bedroom. 
unit. 

Hong Kong's three separate public 
housing estates showing the latest 


95% of Hong Kong residents 
live in multi-units 


LUSTRATON: ALERT RODRIGUEZ 
housing ownership scheme—phase 
24A—are also made using this type. 

‘To demonstrate the capacity of this 
type of housing block, phase 24A 
alone, which has altogether eight con- 
cord blocks, contains 2,541 units. 

Inone of these estates called Yu 
Chui Court (16 blocks) located in Sha 
Tin, all 960 units in the three blocks 
on offer are identical three-bedroom 
units satisfying the spatial needs of as 
many households. 


Private-sector housing 

Surprisingly, said Wong, despite bu- 
reaucratic limitations on public archi- 
tects, the situation is not much differ- 
ent in the private-sector housing. 

“Most private developments offer 
only the same two layout types that 
are found in the Concord Blocks, al- 
beit with minor variations in the exact 
unit sizes,” said Wong. 

‘And commonality seems to be the 
name of the game in Hong Kong 
among architects who create housing 
designs—be they for the public or pri- 
vate sector. 

‘Wong said similar typical plan lay- 
outs have been used in various hous- 
ing projects in the past decade or so. 

Wong challenged the crowd of Fil- 
ipino architects to follow the typical 
plans he brought with him—plans of 
five mass housing projects in separate 
locations designed by different archi- 
tects for different developers in Hong 
Kong. Trying to spot the difference 
among the five, it seems, would be 
atypical. 


COMMUNITY INNOVATIONS INC. 


Seizing dreams, meeting opportunities 


By Jmar Gambol 
Contributor 


ITIS said in crisis comes opportunity. 

‘Amid the challenges ofthe Philippine re- 
al estate industry, Ayala Land Inc, the 
country’s leading developer and Asia's mast 
admired real estate company, saw an op- 
portunity to address the needs of the long- 
suffering middle-market home buyer. 

Its answer is Community Innovations 
Inc. or CIl. Under Ayala Land, CI is man- 
dated to dedicate itself to the residential 
needs of young urban achievers in the 
mid-market segment. CII expects to meet 
these needs with high quality workm: 
ship and dependability that is the tradi- 
tional Ayala way. In Community Innova- 
tions, these virtues have been married 
with affordability and value for money. 

As a wholly owned subsidiary of Ayala 
Land, CII enjoys full resource backing 
from its parent company. As a separate 
entity, it has autonomy and greater flexi- 
bility in responding to customer require- 
ments and competition. All the critical 
management and technical positions are 
held by ALI executives, trained within ALI 
and tasked to bring ALTS culture of excel- 
ence and respect for customers, to CIL. 


‘Dream condo’ 

‘Although just over a year old, Com- 
munity Innovations has already em- 
barked on a new opportunity, address- 
ing the needs of young urban achievers 
în the midst of che urban landscape it- 
self. With The Columns, Ayala Avenue, 
a high-rise condominium complex lo- 
fated right in the midst of the Makati 
central Business district, CII intends to 
make its mark upon the city skyline. En- 
visioned as the “dream condo” for 
young, mid-market buyers, The 


Columns will combine features and 
amenities not seen in Makati condos 
with an affordable price and the peace 
of mind that comes from dealing with 
an Ayala company. 

The Columns’ sales figures confirm 
that indeed, there is a mid-range market 
that wants to be serviced with quality, in- 
novative design and affordability. Last 
week, CII president Angela de Villa Lac- 
son announced the launch of Tower 2 of 
The Columns, after Tower 1 achieved a 
93-perceni sales take-up in a span of less 
than four months. 

The last real estate crisis, which 
would have deterred lesser organiza- 

ions, inspired ALI to seize the moment. 
and enter the mid-market arena. Its rea- 
sons are self-evident: many develop- 
ments catering to the middle-class home 
buyer have become disappointing reali 
ties, or tragic noncompletions. Commu- 
nity Innovations dedicated itself to bring 
the average home-buyer's dreams, into 
reality, with the dedication and reputa- 

ion of Ayala Land to back its endeavors. 
Indeed, it offered the “dream”—tree- 
lined streets, safe and expansive parks, 
true community—in their first project, 
Verdana Homes, between Bacoor and 
Las Piñas. It was taken up at the phe- 
nomenal rate of more than 500 units in 
less than 8 months. 


Best in class 

The people of Community Innova- 
tions believe that the Filipino deserves 
world-class living standards. They bring 
this belief into every aspect of their de- 
velopment process. 

In the planning phase, they take pains to 
balance affordability with the drive to offer 
a residential product that is "best in class" 
(in location, concept, amenities, finishes, 


VIVANT FLATS BREAKS GROUND 


invest Alabang Inc. recently held the groundbreaking 
rites for Vivant Flats, a 17-story residential condominium 

west Corporate City, Alabang. Designed by 
world-renowned consuant Wimberly Allison Tong & Coo, 
Vivant Flats offers modern conveniences of condo living 
with a generous amenity of breathing space and 


located in 


unit layouts, and overall esthetics). CII en- 
gages the same triple A technical consul- 
tants and contractors used by ALI to ensure 
quality and superior workmanship. 

Unlike other developers, Community 
Innovations does not abandon its cus- 
tomers after turnover of their units, but 
follows through on their commitmentby 
handling the property management 
through Ayala Property Management 
Co. APMC, which handles the care and 
maintenance of all Ayala developments, 
is renowned for going above and beyond 
the call of duty to maintain the value and 
livability of its retail and residential re- 
sponsibilities. In Cil's case, the APMC 
not only provides actual maintenance 
and repair assistance, but also helps 
form homeowners’ associations and con- 
do boards. 

‘The fact that Community Innovations 
isa new, young company means itis more 
flexible and adaptable to the ever-chang- 
ing currents of the real estate market. 


Solid foundation 

At the same time, its roots in Ayala 
Land give it a solid foundation of re- 
sources and reputation upon which to 
grow, Community Innovations combines 
the daring needed to navigate the chal- 
lenges of the real estate market with the 
strength required, from Ayala Land, to 
win in the end. 

With the success of Verdana Homes 
and the exciting growth of The Columns, 
Ayala Avenue, Community Innovations 
is more committed than ever to the man- 
date it was given by Ayala Land: to meet 
the needs and furnish the dreams of the 
young urban achievers. Quality, work- 
manship and dependability, to deliver on 
commitments, aren't optional: they are 


landscaped greens. From left are FAI vice president 
Michael Gotianun, Vivant Flats’ first investor Antonio 
Elmer Tan, Filinvest Land chair and CEO Mercedes 
Gotianun, Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime Fresnedi, FAI president 
Efren Gutierrez, FAI executive vice president Josephine 
Gotianun Yap and Rev. Msgr. Felipe Ocol. 
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By Alexis A. Acacio, Ph.D. 


THERE are many choices on what type of 
house you may own. Looking at the various 
choices can confuse you and it would be best 
that you fully assess your real needs and real 
riorities (and your budget) in order that the 
sts or building process will be smooth and 
less stressful. The various types of homes that 
you may own includes: 
Production homes 

Production homes, as the name implies, are the 
manufactured homes that most real estate devel- 
‘opers usually sell. With a few available models, 
usually about three or four to choose from, you 

can buy Hee 
homes * 
BUILDING — Liu 
you see is what 
DREAMS jg Some of 
these homes are 
"bare" units and you have the option of doing the 
interior decoration yourself. There are production 
builders who offer different levels of finishes. 

Production homes can be the easiest to 
purchase since they come in selected models 
‘and all you have to do is select the model that 
will suit your needs and that of your family. 
‘They are usually affordable since the seller or 
developer has the benefit of volume produc- 
tion or economies of scale. 

Builders use the same plans over and over so 
they can become very good and efficient in pro- 
ducing these homes. A developed subdivision 
follows an architectural design theme so that 
the houses can blend with each other. For you to 
have an idea on how the finished units will look 
like, different house models are usually shown 
to you complete with the interior decoration, 
furniture, lighting fixtures and appliances. 
Custom-built homes 

The theme and floor layout that you wish 
foris followed in the custom home. It starts by 
engaging the services of a designer and telling 
him or her all of your requirements. You get to 
choose the materials to be used, the specific 
location of the rooms and even the sizes of the 
rooms. If there is a specific style that you may 
want—Victorian, Spanish, Mexican, Mediter- 
ranean or any specific style—you can have it 
in a custom home. A custom-built home re- 
quires that you spend time studying the de- 
sign since you cannot preview how it will look 
likein a model home. 

Your professional relationship with your de- 
signer and builder is very critical since you will 
be working together with them for abouta year. 
Expect that custom-built homes are more ex- 
pensive than production or semi-custom homes 
‘and the construction time usually takes longer. 


Various 


Semi-custom homes 

Semi-custom homes are homes that are 
builtin a limited quantity and the developer or 
builder can accommodate minor changes. It is 
important though that you purchase these 
homes prior to their completion so that design 
changes can be done at the minimum cost. 

This type of home is common for pocket de- 
velopers or small volume builders. The color 
of the house interior or even the exterior can 
be selected as construction work progresses. 
Semi-custom homes are a cross between the 
production and custom home, 


Townhouses 

Usually located in areas in which the cost 
of land îs high, townhouses are individual 
housing units that are attached to each other. 
The units are commonly separated by a com- 
mon firewall and the entire area has a com- 
mon architectural theme. Some townhouses 
have a common area where the facilities such 
as a clubhouse, swimming pool and a basket- 
ball court are located. 

‘Townhouses are usually near schools and 
commercial districts and are very accessible 
tomain roads and public transportation. 


Condominiums 

Condominiums became popular in the '60s 
and were developed to accommodate urban liv- 
ing in areas in which the cost of land was high and 
‘building a singledetached house seemed eco- 
nomically impossible. It has a different concept of 
‘ownership—absolute ownership of the condo- 
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Timberpro shares ‘win-win’ solution 


"TF I dont stop the problem of termites in your 
house, I will repair termite damage for free: 
“This is Robert Facuris bold challenge to kome- 
Owners to demonstrate hat he means business. 

Facuri started his termite and pest manage- 
ment firm Timber Protection and Maintenance 
Services Inc. (Timberpro) in the late "70s when 
the industry was having a bad reputation be- 
cause of operators who did not always have the 
Dest interest of the clients in mind. To treat infes- 
tation problems, some unscrupulous practtion- 
ers would quote bargain-basement prices, then 
mix soap with water and use it in structures in 
thehomas of unsuspecting homeowners. 

Facuri thought that to gain back the trust of 
the public, pest controllers would have to let 
themselves get penalized if they don't do a good 
job. And thus was born Timberpro's unique sell- 
ing proposition—the ‘restoration commit- 
ment’—a clause that guarantees free repair of 
damaged structures within the warranty period. 

“The customer knows that the pest control 

operator will make sure todo a 
goodjob or else, he will ose a 
fot of money,” he points out. 
Other companies don't have 
the confidence to implement 
such a strategy, he asserts, be- 
cause they don’t do a very 
thorough job. 

He may not have finished 
his mechanical engineering 
course but his business grew 
because he did renege on his 
promise. The businessman 
"who started out doing door-to- 
door selling eventually land 
clients from posh villages like 
Dasmariñas, Forbes Park and 
Alabang. He became president 
of the Pest Exterminators Asso- 
ciation and helped established 
standards to protect cus- 
tomers, which the industry 
now routinely follows. 

Safe baiting system 

Timberpro is an authorized operator of Sen- 
tricon Termite Colony Elimination System, a so- 
phisticated anti-termite baiting technology that 
is being used to protect the White House, the 
Statue of Liberty and thousands of homes and 
property across Asia, Europe, Australia and the 
‘United States. Facuri says “Sentricon is the 
safest in the market and I've seen it work well. 
Some liquid termiticides are not as effective as 
the baiting system of Sentricon. To illustrate the 
efficacy of baiting he recalls his teenage years 
‘when a sister left a candy on his bed. Ants pic- 
nicked on his bed as he lay sleeping and crept 
inside his ears, causing him much pain, Without 
asking for help, he thought of placing sugar at 
the opening of his ear to draw the ants out. “And 
it worked!" he says, smiling. 

Facuri knows that Sentricon has its own 
place in the industry. “OF course itis not inex- 
pensive like traditional chemicals but the 

juestion we ask for our clients is ‘You want 
the cheap one or the one that will work?" The 
‘entry of Sentricon in the local scene brought 
with ita slew of positive changes in the indus- 
try. Dow AgroSciences, the US-based manu- 
facturer of Sentricon, has implemented a 
strict authorization process and provides con- 
tinuous training to its partner pest con- 
rollers, The result, Facuri notes, is a level, 
more professional playing field. 


Mentoring CUN 


He mentions that there is now a strate; 
that is emerging in the business world, the 


“win-win” solution. In the past, pest control 
operators would offer good services and 
products to clients and they are in turn re- 
warded with thousands of pesos worth of 
contracts and customer loyalty. But there is 
now a much better deal: the new “win-win” 
cycle includes the manufacturer of the tech- 
nology. In the new equation, the supplier pro- 
vides pest control operators with good prod- 
ucts at good prices, which they can pass on to 
the customers. At days end, the mánufacrur 
er is happy because of increased sales; the 
pest con guy is happy because business is 
good; and the customer is happy because he 
gets so much value from the services and the. 
products. 

The book “7 Habits of Highly Effective Peo- 
le" by Stephen Covey is a bible in the Tim- 
erpro workplace. When the 1997 Asian eco- 

nomic slump caused many corporations to 

nosedive, Facuri changed his work style to ad- 

just to the worsened business condition. He 
would come ín at 5 a.m. so his 
productive time in the office is 
extended. Today, Timberpro 
runs 24/7 even during hol 
days to cater to establish- 
ments that can only be pest- 
treated after they close 
Cwhen everybody is sleeping, 
we're earning money" he 
jokes). 

‘To prepare his people for 
higher responsibilities, the 
company instituted a cross- 
training program that lets the 
manager of a particular de- 
partment run the entire office 
operation for a day, every 
once in a while. This way, 
each manager knows the go- 
ings on în the other depart- 
ments, is able to make sugges- 
tions to improve the wor! 
and everyone develops a 
holistic appreciation of the 
enterprise. 

Other passions 

Pointing to a framed photograph of a rustic 
scene on the wall, he says: "That's Batanes 
where I grew up. As a young Ivatan boy I 
would wake up and find fishes tied to our 
window, and we never knew who gave them. 
T learned that when you do good deeds for 
others, good things come to you, too." 

He lives this lesson by performing free 
community fogging. Projects like this make 
residents become more aware of pest prob- 
lems and because of this, village residents 
turn to Timberpro to keep household pests at 
bay. "But when you give, give without think- 
ing what you can get in return,” he counsels. 

"His other passions include golf and hand- 
gon shooting, which he excelled in. Facuri has 

en invited on several occasions in the last 20 

rears to teach SWAT teams and social group 
ike the rotary and gun shows the art and sci- 
ence of handgun shooting, for free, Sunday is 
family day and is spent bonding with his fami- 
ly. His eldest son Timothy who opted to work 
in Timberpro after graduation a year ago is 
now rising as junior manager from the ranks, 
His wife Jean Marie is executive vice president 
of Timberpro. 

Some 25 years since he first made his “free 
repair” overture, Facuri’s Timberpro has 
served thousands of satisfied customers na- 
tionwide and has treated not just homes but 
offices, hotels, churches, schools, food out- 
Jets, and even ships at sea, 
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minium unit and co-ownership of the land and 
‘common Parking spaces are most of the 
time bought seperately for most condominiums. 
A jum Certificate of Title evidences 
‘ownership of a condominium unit. 

Condominiums are located in business dis- 
tricts and accessibility to one's place of work 
is a common criterion in opting to live in one. 
They are usually high-rise, although a row of 
houses can also be a condominium. The con- 
dominium association in which all unit own- 
ers automatically become members manages 
the operation and management of the com- 
mon spaces and utilities. 


Mix-use infrastructure 

Mix-use infrastructure consists of combined 
residential and commercial dwellings. For com- 
mercial areas, the units are for commercial use 
on the ground up to a few floors and then con- 
vert into residential use at the higher floors. 

Mix-use dwellings can also be possible for 
medium-rise buildings in which the occu- 
pants live on the upper floors and their busi- 
nesses are located at the ground floor. This 
type of setup is very common among selfem- 
ployed individuals and entrepreneurs. 
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Used homes 

Used homes (or condominiums, townhous- 
es) are another option. You can buy them at a 
lower price and then renovate or repair them, 

When buying a used car buyers usually bring e. 

with them a mechanic to give an opinion on the * 
‘overall mechanical condition of the car. In buying + 
a used home, it is prudent that you bring along 4 
design or construction professional who will give 
you a technical assessment of the property. 

Knowing how much the repairs will cost prior 
to your purchase would give you an idea on the 
total cost of the property. Sometimes, tearing 
down the property and building a new one might 
be more economically feasible than repairing it. 

Final advice—You have a lot of choices 
when it comes to deciding on what type of 
residential property to buy. Each type offers - ^ 
advantages as well as disadvantages. Assess- £ 
ing fully your real needs and how a specific 
property will satisfy these needs is a very im- 
portant aspect of having your dream home. 
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nc 
f that I shall see the goodness 


Of the Lord in the land of the living 
Psalm 27:13 


LILIA SANTOS VILLA 


In peace and grace joined 
Our Lord Father on 
26 April, 2003 at the age of 78 


Her loving husband Retired Overall 
Deputy Ombudsman Justice Francisco 
Agrava Villa; her grateful and loving 
children, Angie and Joseph, Vickie and 
Rafael, Evelyn, Cordie, Jun, Charie and 
Pammy and Ed and grandchildren Joanne 
and Jay; Mishie, Gaston, Sonsoles and 
Raphael; Laurea; Ann Gabrielle and 
Alonzo; her siblings Pacquing, Florencia(t); 
Ligaya, Roman Jr, Pedro, Porfirio (t); Alma, 
Celia, Benjamin and Arturo; other relatives 
and friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


She lies in state at the Baltazar Chapel 
in Funeraria Paz in the Manila Memorial 
Park in Sucat, Parafiaque. 


Interment schedule to be advised. 


"am the RESURRECTION and the LIFE... He who believes in ME vill tive, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes în me will never die. 
John 11:25-26 


CARLOS ALMEDA VALENCIA 


of Tanauan, Batangas 
Peacefully joined his Creator at the age of 70 on April 26, 2003 


His bereaved wife ADELINA MENDOZA VALENCIA; loving children 
EDWIN & SUSAN, CARLOS JR., MA. ANGELICA; grandchild MARIA 
ARIANNA; parents AURELIO (f) AND PASTORA (H); brothers and sisters 
MELCHOR (t), GUILLERMA (t) & HERBERT MELENDEZ, FRANCISCO 
&NYDIA, MANUEL (t), ANTONIO (t), ROMEO (t), NELIA & MANING 
BLEZA, JOSEFINA, CECILIA & TOM KRAMER, BENJAMIN & RENEE 
and other brothers and sisters-in-law, nephews, nieces and relatives request 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at the HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS in 
Sucat, Parañaque. He will be laid to rest on Thursday, May 1, 2003 
at Manila Memorial Park, Sucat after the necrological mass at 9:00 a.m. 
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ATTY. JOSE VILLAREAL NAVARRA 


Peacefully joined his Creator on April 28, 2003 at the age of 83. 


His loving children Jose Jr. & Julie, Fides Marcia, Joel & Abigail, John 
Pio & Caridad, Josette, Jacques & Jean and Jasmine; grandchildren Jolina, 
Chuckie, Bien, Joy, Jill, JC, Nifio, Camille, Joanne and Jason; relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Araneta Ave, 
Quezon City. 

Interment will be on Saturday, May 3, 2003 at Forest Park, Novaliches, 
Kalookan City after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sto. Niño Parish, Pandacan, Manila 
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Lt. Col. Julian B. Managuelod 
Joined his Creator on 
April 24, 2003. 

His remains lie in state at 
Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
Quezon City. 

Interment will beon May 1, 2003. 


Engr. Nevelo Gensoli 
Joined our Lord on 
April 25,2003. 

His remains lie in state at the 
Don Bosco Chapel, Pasay Road, 
Makati City. 

Interment will be on May 1, 
2003. 


Manuel B. Javier 
Joined his Creator on 
April 22, 2003. 
His remains lie in state at ELK 
Grove, Sacramento, USA. 
Interment will be on April 30, 
2003. 


Eliseo V. Diestro 
Joined his Creator 
on April 26, 2003. 

His body lies in state at Marian 
Memorial Chapels, Marcos Hi- 
Way, Antipolo City. 

Interment is tentatively 
scheduled on May 2, 2003. 


“ Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened 


and Iwill give you rest.” 


Cduarda “Maring” Cuyugan Vda. de Lacson 


Peacefully joined our Lord on April 27, 2003 at the age of 86. 


Her loving children Herman, Mila (+), Tony Boy (+), Ana and Ginny; sister-in-law Carmelita 
B. Cuyugan; sons and daughter-in-law, grandchildren and great grandchildren request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Chapel, Magallanes Village, Makati 
City on April 27-29 and ALISBO Funeral Homes, Mandalagan, Bacolod City. 


Interment will be on Thursday morning, May 1, 2003. 
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MAURA “ORANG” REYES SAMSON 1 


Bom in San Miguel, Bulacan on January 15, 1908 
Peacefully joined her Creator on April 27, 2003 


Atthe age of 95 


Her loving husband Mateo (t); children Bet & Sally, Joe (t) & Ito, Butch & Dades, Tony & 


Lou, Linda; grandchildren Bernie & 


Tin-Tin, Allan & MaryAnne, Bei 


Phat, BJ, Barbie & Tom, Tricie & Peter, Francis, 
Tina, Desi, 


key & Lou; nephews, nieces, relatives and 


friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Sto. Domingo Church, Quezon Ave., Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Thursday, May 1, 2003 at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City after the 


In memory of a devoted wife, a loving mother, 
a dedicated friend and an inspiring symbol 
of patience and fortitude... 


VIRGINIA "Nini" 


January 03, 1949 - April 29, 2001 | 
on her 2nd Death Anniversary | 
JAG, sons René and Raul, daughter-in-law Miranda de Quiroz, | 


j parents Santos (1) and Esperanza Sy, brother Danilo, sisters Mely and Ely, 
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law and relatives request the readers to pray for 


the eternal repose of her soul. 
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Maney 10:59 
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An obituary with 

a picture can be 

a fitting tribute 
to your departed loved one. 


Always caring... 
INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Cerüificate. 
© Any identification document (LD.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY 

REQUIEMS 
FREE OBIT DESIGN 


Dr. Mariano F. Pascual, MD 
Joined his Creator 
on April 25, 2003. 

His remains lie at their 
residence at 130 Baesa, Quirino 
Highway, Quezon City. 

Interment will be 
April 29, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. 


today, 


“For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only ~ 
begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life.” 
2o. ^ pmi 


es 
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Our Dearly Beloved Daddy 3 
GUY F. DONATO, Sr. 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite 
Grace & Goodness of the Lord 
on the 26th of April 2003 at the age of 64. 


He is survived by his loving wife Priscilla; 
children Dan & Christian Gonzales, Gigiboi & 
Bong, Mark & Tess; grandchildren Andrei, 
Martin & Daniel, Gabriel, Casey & Raphael, Pia 
& Aya; his sister Cecile & brothers Joe & Robert, 
brothers & sisters-in-law; nephews & nieces. 

His remains lie in state at the Tanguile Chapel, 
La Funeraria Paz (inside Manila Memorial Park), 
Sucat, Parafiaque City. 

Cremation will be on Thursday, May 1, 2003 
after the 10:00 A.M. Mass at the Tanguile Chapel. 

The family is grateful to the pious readers for 
their prayers. 


Á 
EGIDIO CALANGIAN „& 7 
ANDAYA 


Died peacefully in the Grace of our Lord 
on April 26, 2003. 


His bereaved family, relatives and friends request 
the readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in stare at Chapel K of 
La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Saturday, May 3, 2003 at - 
Meycauayan Memorial Park after the celebration of 
the Holy Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
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[ Message of Thanks 


We, the family and relatives of the late 


EMILIA BARSANA AGUDO | 


who joined her Creator on April 23, 2003 


sincerely convey our deepest gratitude and 
appreciation to all those who offered Masses 
and prayers, visited and kept vigil, sent flowers, 
attended the funeral rites and condoled with us 
in our moment of grief. 


Died peacefully on April 27, 2003 at the age of 67. 
His loving wife Carmelita: sons Jun & Dennis; daughters 
Marivie and Fe; grandchildren Milet. Wyatt and Jason request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Nacional Memorial Homes (Chapel 2-C) 
at G. Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Thursday, May 1, 2003 at the Loyola 
Memorial Park, Marikina after the 7:30 a.m. Mass. 


Republic of the Philippines 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Tel. No. (062) 9911828 Fax No. (062) 9911339 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The National Food Authority (NFA) invites all Interested Contractors to 
appiyforeligiity and to bid forthe increase in floor elevation and improvement 
Of the drainage System of the 200,000 Cavans Capacity NFA Warehouse in 
Molave, Zamboanga dal Sur. The project has an approved budget of 
P5,617,799.00 and contract duration of 150 calendar days. 

The work calls for the supply of labor, materials, machinery, tools and 
equipment including supervision in the complete execution of the project. 

‘Application for Eligibility shall be evaluated using "Pass/Fail." cetera and 
only Elgibie Bidder shall be Invited by NFA in the bidding. All bids equal to or 
Tower than the Approved Budget forthe Contract to be Bid shall be evaluated 
based on the responsiveness of the contractor's offer to the contract under 
bidding subject to Postqualifieation before an award is made. Bid prices 
submitted higher than the Approved Budget for the Contract to be Bid shall be 
‘ejected and retumed outright. 

Eligbilty Forms are available for issuance at the NEA Regional Office, 
Zamboanga City on May 14-15, 2003, only upon submission of a Lefter of 
intent, presentation of the original or authenticated renewal of Contractor's 
License, Gerliicate of Good Standing from GIAP and payment of a non- 
refundable fee of P500.00 

‘One original and two photocopies of the duly accomplished eligibity 
statements must be submitted at NFA Regional Office no! later than 
May 23, 2003. 

Bid documents shal be Issued to eligible contractors on May 30, 2003 also 
at the Regional Office, only upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 
P4,000.00. 

A Pre-Bid Conference Is scheduled on June 11, 2003, 2:00 P.M. at he 
NFA Regional Office, Conterance Hall, Gov. Ramos Ave.. Zamboanga City. 

‘Deadline for submission of bids is on June 27, 2003 at 1:15 P.M. aller 
which the opening ol bids shall immediately follow. Venue is al the NFA 
Regional Office, Conference Hall, Zamboanga City. 

‘Al particulars relative to Bid Security, Performance Security and bidding 
procedures shall be governed by Ine provisions of Executive Order No. 40 and 
fts Approved Implementing Rules and Regulations and as indicated in the 
Tender Documents. 

NEA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO 
WAIVE ANY FORMALITY/INFORMALITY OF THE BIDS RECEIVED AND TO 
ACCEPT ONLY SUCH BIDS WHICH ARE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. 


(Sgd.) ERNESTO M. MACASINAG 
Regional Director 
(POL Ap 29 May 6, 2003) 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


@ HOLY GARDENS MEMORIAL PARK () 


SF Unishoppe Complex, Quezon Avenue, Angono, Rizal 
Tels. 651-1711 to 15. Direct Line 651-0737, 648-2196. Telefax 651-0756. 
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OUR BELOVED 


Wom 
ATTY. LEANDRO "TOTOY" E 
CARLOS SEVILLA > 


San Miguel, Bulacan and Quezon City 
March 22, 2003 
We the beneficiaries of his love, nieces, nephews and 
selatives- wish to show our gratitude to the LORD by offering 
the Mass of Resurrection for the eternal repose of his soul. We 
wish to invite all on the 40th day of his demise. 
v. 


Mass will be celebrated at OUR LADY OF 


> 
Hi THE ABANDON CHURCH, STA. ELENA 
MARIKINA CITY at 730 AM. 
pois, 75508 


on APRIL 30, 2003. 


«"For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have everlasting life." 
John 3:16 


HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COUNCIL 
6th Fir., Atrium Bldg., Makati Ave., Makati City 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND SUBMIT PROPOSAL 


The Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC), pursuant to Proclamation No. 284 series of 2002 
designating it as the administrator of the 7-hectare property in 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig which was reserved for the AFP Ofi-base 
Housing, hereby invites all interested contractors duly licensed 
by the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) with 
Large "B" category for General Building to prequalify and submit 
proposals for the Master Planning, Design, Construction and 
Financing under a tumkey contractual arrangement of the AFP 
Off-base Housing Project. 

Interested parties may obtain the prequalification documents 
{rom the office of the HUDCC Vice Chairman, 8th Fir., Atrium 
Bidg., Makati Ave., Makati City, after paying the corresponding 
non-refundable fee of Three Thousand Pesos (P3,000.00). The 
deadline for submission of duly accomplished forms together 
with the required prequalification statements/documents is on 
May 21, 2003. 

The HUDCC reserves the right to reject any and/or all 
proposals, to waive any informality found therein, or to accept 
such proposals as may be considered advantageous to the 
government. 

(Sgd.) AMADO S. BAGATSING 

Vice Chairman, HUDCC 


“CLASSIFIEDS . .. 


Papuc ot the Philippines 
Deparment of Science and Techaoiogy, 

PHILIPPINE NUCLEAR RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

‘etree Comverassth Avenue, Darman: Quezon Cy 

P.O Bor Noe 2130 P. Quason City 332 Manna: 1314 Cantal Quezon Ciy 
Telephone Nos. 929.801019 19 Fara 20-1648 


INVITATION TO APPLY ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Philippine Nuclear Research Institute (PNRI) Is Inviting all 
Interested bidderstconvaciors for our forthcoming publ bidding Ior the 
following 

1. REHAB. AND UPGRADING OF ARC GRD. FLR. 

NORTH WING ARC BLDG. 
Approved Budget. 3,000,000.00 

2. JANITORIAL SERVICES FOR CY 2003 (1 

Approved Budget. 'P873,102.00 
3. SECURITY SERVICES FOR CY 2003 (JULY-DECEMBER) 
‘Approved Budget 'P4,260,000.00. 

Issuance of Elgbilly requirements = MAY 5,2003 

Pre-bid conference. To be announced tatar 

po To be announced ater 

Bid document fee: 

‘Janitorial - e 
Security Services I P 20000 
Rehab & Upgrading of ARC Lab. — 1000.00 

For inquiries interested parties may contact the PBAC Secretariat at 
Tel. Nos. 829-60-11 to 19 loc. 275 (clo Julle Mendoza). 

The Bids and Awards Committee and the Institute reserve the right to 
reject any or all bids, waive any detect thereto, accept bids as may be 
deemed advantageous thereto or postpone the bidding for whatever cause 
i may deem proper. 

In case of falure, a re-bidding shall automatically be scheduled five (5) 
calendar days after the announcement of failed bidding at the same time 
and place as the first bidding. 


100.00 


(Sgd.) ALUMANDA M. DELA ROSA, Ph.D. 


‘Acting Director 
(PDL aprir29.2009) 2d 
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Inneed 
of fresh minds 
tojoin your 
growing 


company? 


Employment 
Expo 2003 


at Glorietta 
[MayRton] 


your hard-earned money. 


right job or career advancement. 


For more dell, please contact any Inquirer Classified Ads Executive or 


email us at mcabuhat@inquirer com.ph. 


o 


Mandaluyong Branch 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Come and join us at the Glorietta Activity Center on 
May 12-14, 2003 and be part of a bigger and grander 
Inquirer Job Market's JOBZ Employment Expo 2003. 


We guarantee your company GREAT PUBLICITY with BIG 
‘OPPORTUNITIES at the RIGHT TIME and of course, GOOD VALUE for 


Proof to our promise is the successfu string of inquirer Job Market job 
fairs and resumé central bela fr the past 6 years. We have paved the 
‘way for hundreds and hundreds of the country s top and most respected 
Corporations to converge with thousands of individuais in quest forthe 


| MESSAGEBOARD 


- Mother's Day Treat 


Warm your mom's heart with your deeply felt love note telling her how special she is to you. è 


On May 11, Mother's Day, INQuIRER Ctassinens, the widest reaching classifieds, will highlight 
a "Mother's day special section” for personal ads dedicated to the first woman in all our lives. ° $° 
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Mommy Lita, 


Nanay Margie, 


There's never 


Thank you for always 
helping us to remember 
what ts Important in life... 


been a minute | 
wasn't glad you 
were my mom. 

Lulli Boy 


mS! 


Thanks for all 
you do. 


Mico, Nicole, Gabby 
AJ & Christion 


and today itis YOU! 


Happy Mother's Day! 


Irah, Bastia 


Mommy Tess, 


1 love you very much! 


If there was a day for 
everything you have given 
me as a mother, it would 
be Mother's day everyday: 


Chris 


‘Mama Rita, 


Thank you for always 
being there, Mama. 
Happy Mother's Day! 


liess Kobe & Niki 
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Take advantage of this offer and this will surely be one of the BEST gifts your mom 
will ever receive and cherish. For more info, you may visit or call any Inquirer branch. 
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A businessman rides a bicycle in front of video boards flashing financial market price: 
‘Tokyo. Tokyo stocks dropped Monday morning 
market heavyweight Sony continued to decli 
s, or 0.60 percent, to 7,652.95 points. 


issues lost 46.55 pol 


EXPORTS IN PERIL 


BUSINESS 


UMANE ERA E ares OSS RRP LEE ROHR OT ITT 


Asian stocks hit by 


after shares fell on Wall Street Friday and 
The Nikkei Stock Average of 225 selected 


SINGAPORE—Japanese 


plumbed fresh 20-year lows on Mon- 
day on dismay over Sony’s earnings 
while Taiwan shares slumped as the 
economic damage from the SARS 
virus pressured Asian markets. 

Oil prices headed towards five- 
month lows after Iran underlined 
‘worries about excess supplies by say- 
ing an Opec production agreement 
would hardly cut output at all. 

The Tokyo stock market continued 
to swoon in the face of last week's dis- 
appointing earnings report from con- 
sumer electronics giant Sony Corp., 
whose shares sank 15 percent. 

‘The Nikkei average fell 1.2 per- 
cent to 7,607.88, its lowest close in 


two decades. 


"Sonys numbers were surprising 
to me and everyone in the market, | 
don't think the stock has reached a 
bottom here,” said Kiyoshi Yamana- 
ka, portfolio manager at T&D Asset 
Management. "I really don't know 


how far itis going to fall." 


Sony fell by its daily 500 yen limit 
for a second session, diving to 2,720 
se yen, its weakest in over seven years. 


"That marked a drop of more than a 
quarter from before its first-quarter 
earnings statement on Thursday. 

Other Asian stock markets were 
grappling with the economic fallout. 
of Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome (SARS), with the Taipei mar- 
ket falling 2.2 percent to its weakest 
close in six months. 

‘Australian. stocks lost 0.9 percent 
on worries about the impact of SARS 
on the country’s Asian trading part- 
ners and a 1.6 percent fall in US blue- 
chips on Friday. 

Shares in China, where the virus is 
thought to have originated, were al- 
50 weaker. 

But stocks in Hong Kong and Sin- 
gapore were little changed at midday 
as falling infection rates offered some 
relief from weeks of worry. The World 
Health Organization said SARS had 
peaked in both territories. 

“Locally consumer sentiment is im- 
proving slightly. People are coming 
back on the streets to go shopping,” 
said Y.K. Chan, investment strategist 
at VC CEF Brokerage in Hong Kong, 
where the Hang Seng Index steadied 


OG ( Rd 


Sony, SARS; oil slides ` 


after hitting a four-and-e-half-year 
lowat the start of trade. 

South Korean stocks climbed 0.4 
percent, but gains were capped by 
worries about SARS and North Ko- 
rea's nuclear program. 

US light crude oil slid 1.4 percent 
10 $25.90 a barrel, approaching lows 
last seen in November, after an Opec 
agreement on Thursday made a 
smaller than expected cut in extra 
supplies pumped during the Iraq war. 

ran on Friday conceded that the 
10 Opec countries now pumping oil 
will hardly reduce output at all from. 
June, when the agreed "cut" is due 
to take effect. 

The dollar was under pressure 
from worse than expected US 
growth data and falls in Wall Street 
stocks on Friday. 

US first-quarter gross domestic 
product grew 1.6 percent, below ana- 
lysts forecasts for around 2.3 percent. 

The dollar was quoted around 120 
yen down from 120.31 in late US 
trade on Friday. The euro stood at 
$1.1062, near a six-week high, 
against Friday’s$1.1037. — Reuters 


As China coughs, E. Asia catches cold 


SINGAPORE—A weakening of Chi- 
na's economy by the SARS outbreak 
could weigh down on the rest of East 
Asia because of China's growing im- 
portance as a key export market for 
its neighbors, analysts said. 

Intra-regional trade is also seen to 
suffer as the regions strongest 
economies like Hong Kong and Sin- 
gapore are ravaged by the Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) 
health scare. 

As the extent of the infections are 
unmasked in China, accused of cover- 
ing up the initial outbreak in Novem- 
ber and allowing the virus to spread 
worldwide, economists are reviewing 
growth projections and the ramifica- 
tions on future investments. 

A survey by the Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit of Asia Pacific business 
executives showed 68 percent now 


viewed China more negatively as a 
business center than before the 
SARS epidemic, with 56 percent 
saying their confidence in Hong 
Kong has also been dented. 

“SARS-related worries about China, 
where the disease is believed to have 
originated, are dimming Asia's outlook 
due to China's growing importance as a 
key importer of Asian goods,” Singa- 
pores DBS Bank said in a commentary. 

“China's weaker growth is especial- 
ly hard on Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Malaysia and Indonesia,” according 
to US investment giant Citigroup, 
which cut its 2003 gross domestic 
product (GDP) forecast for China to 
6.7 percent from 7.6 percent. 

Rather than being a competitor, Chi- 
mds importance as a destination for 
‘Asian goods has been expanding, espe- 
cially after the slowdown in the US, 


Japanese and European economies. 

DBS Bank said China accounted for 
39.3 percent of Hong Kong's exports in 
2002, up from 36.9 the previous year. 
Exports to China by Taiwan, South Ko- 
rea, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand also ex- 
panded in the same year. 

‘Trade within East Asia could also 
suffer from SARS, and could inflict a 
further blow to slumping exports to 
the US, Japan and Europe. 

"With both external and regional 
trade hurt, Asia is suffering from a se- 
vere double whammy,” DBS said, 
adding the June quarter could be the 
‘worst for the region this year. 

‘The World Bank said in a recent re- 
port that the most important source 
of export growth in East Asia wes the 
expansion of intra-regional trade, es- 
pecially in shipments to China, AFP 


Fed’s Greenspan may be 
cautiously optimistic 


WASHINGTON—The US economic recov- 
ery has yet to come into bloom and any 
number of uncertainties—geopolitical 
and otherwise—lurk in the woods, but 
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan 
Greenspan has a few reasons for guarded 
optimism about the future. 

Forone thing, the 77-year-old Fed chief's 
‘own job security is no longer in doubt. 

Greenspan's current term at the helm 
ofthe world’s most powerful central bank 
expires in mid-2004 but President George 
W. Bush last week signaled an intention 
torenewit. 

On the economic front, first-quarter 
growth was slow, but glimmers of hope sur- 
faced last week with a reported jump in 
consumer confidence and a pickup in 
durable goods orders. 


= 


The Fed chairman may highlight such 
positive signs when he testifies this week 
before the House of Representatives Fi- 
nancial Services Committee on monetary 
policy, a subject that always commands 
the world’s ear. 

But the ever-cryptic Greenspan will 
avoid being pinned down on where inter- 
est rates are headed. 

"He will leave it an open question as to 
what the Fed is going to do," said Ed McK- 
elvey, an economist at Goldman, Sachs 
and Co. în New York. "The Fed îs not dis- 
posed to easing rates, but it’s not at the 
point of ruling that out either.” 

‘The Fed has held rates steady this year 
after a dozen cuts since the start of 2001. 
The key federal funds rate stands at a low 
unseen since the early 19605. Reuters 


The Jaguar X-TYPE with V6 engine. Standard. It Purrs. 


X-TYPE Ownership begins at P 2.1M 
Finance packages start at P 27,500/mo.* 
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Japan store sales slip 


in March as fears bite 


TOKYO—Sales at Japanese stores 
fell for the 24th straight month in 
March as consumers fretted over 
declining wages and uncertain 
job prospects. 

Retail sales dropped 1 percent, 
"while sales at large stores open more. 
than a year a measure of stores core 
business, fell 2.7 percent, the Min- 
istry of Economy, Trade and Indus- 
try (Meti said on Monday. 

“There is no change in our view 
that sales overall are in a weak 
trend,” a Meti official tld a briefing. 

He added that strong car sales 
pointed to some improvement 
but it was too early to say 
whether this was a trend. 

The continuing fall in sales 
highlights the concern many 
Japanese feel over the prospects 
for wages and job security in a so 
ciety where employment for 


many has traditionally been guar- 
anteed for life, 

At the root of the concern is 
the vicious circle of problems 
trapping the domestic economy: 
companies facing falling profits 
cut staff and wages; workers 
worried about jobs and pay 
spend less, cutting demand; de- 
mand falls so companies reduce 
output, hitting their profits. 

Real disposable income in the 
first three months of this year 
fell 5.9 percent, the biggest drop 
in 29 years. 

For consumers, that means 
cutting back spending or dip- 
ping into savings. 

Figures last week showed 
that household spending fell 2.3 
percent in March from a year 
earlier, the sixth straight month 
of declines. Reuters 


South Korea economy 
seen slowing down 


SEOUL— South Korea may unveil 
improved economic data this 
week, but analysts said on Mon- 
day concerns about the SARS 
virus and North Korea's nuclear 
threat were likely to put pressure. 
on the authorities to devise a 
stimulus package. 

South Korea does not have any 
confirmed cases of the flu-like 
epidemic that has sickened China 
and its neighbors, but slowing 
economies in the region would 
inevitably dent South Korea's ex- 
port-driven economy, the fourth 
largest in Asia, they said. 

China, Hong Kong and ‘Taiwan 
absorb about a quarter of South 
Korea’s exports, which accounted 
for more than half of the coun- 
trys 6.3 percent growth in gross 
domestic product last year, ac- 
cording to government data. 

Consumer price data for April 
is due on Wednesday and is ex- 
pected to be lower than the 1.2 
percent rise in March. April trade 


figures the next day are expected 
to show the first surplus in four 
months. 

The Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS), which has 
spread to more than 20 countries 
and killed hundreds of people, 
has already forced economists to 
cut their growth forecasts for 
China and countries with close 
tiesto China. 

The Asian Development Bank 
revised its growth forecast for the 
region. South Korea's growth is 
now forecast at 4 percent instead 
of the 5.5 percent previously seen. 

South Korea's Finance Minister 
Kim Jin-pyo said on Monday in a 
radio program the country’s 
economy was likely to have 
grown by less than the govern- 
ment's target of four percent in 
the first quarter year-on-year. A 
sovereign rating team from Stan- 
dard and Poors began checking 
the health of the South's econo- 
mv on Monday. Reuters 
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The World Health Organization has given one advice: 


Strengthen your immune system 
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A healthy body kig A 


X RT Dna 
is your best defense PYZ% E Co eg Het 
For children aged 2-1/2 to 6 
Li ENROLLMENT FOR 2003-04 OPEN 
against SARS been Tel 524-0562 


HILE the fight s urgent N SE z ics Pi s 00 
IILE the fight against disease has not abated, its urgency ati 8: 
in 


Mathematics I 90.00 
W has never been more dramatically felt than în the last few "e rt Mathematics I 400.00 
months since the outbreak of the dreaded SARS (Severe Mathematics (Revised) IIl 100.00 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome), which has infected thousands and S i My First Pre-reader 83.00 
killed over 200 individuals. - Phonics for Preschooler 75.00 
AS the world awaits a cure and humanityis |y to sata : More Phonics, deem 
— — sipped with panic, the World Health Organi- = m leading For Beginners 
INSIDE zation prescribes one advice: Strengthen your i > Hei iara € 2 a 
immune system. 65 I e: 
Our, But how? Health books, written by doctors A Learning The Alphabet 85.00 
and nutritionists, provide some answers as : 
well as an enlightening chat with a leading Fil- J Reference Books for Parents: 
ipino allergy-immunologist. = BRINGING UP CHILDREN 
PARENTING 
The immune system 30% to 40% discount for bulk orders 
This system is made of the lymph nodes, thy- 
mus gland, bone mar- 
3s row, spleen, tonsils, 
Cory Quirino appendix, and white 
————— — —— blood cells. jointly 
they work to build the 
body's defenses versus sickness. Factors that 
play a key role in influencing the immune sys- 
tem are genetics (your family history can shed 
some light on your physical strengths, weak- 
nesses and predispositions ie. if your mother x 
was a diabetic, you should treat yourself like i 
one, if your father died of cancer, you should interest/month 
avoid carcinogenic foods), stress (your atti- up to12 months 
tude towards situations and people that cause 
your aggravation should be controlled), 
lifestyle (healthy diet, regular exercise, clean 
environment), emotions (anger and depres- 
sion can literally depress the immune sys- 
tem), preventive medicine (using natural and 
herbal approaches to preventing disease) and 
mind-body therapy. 


Adopting a health regimen 

The best defense is a strong nutritional de- 
fense. Among the vitamins that fortify the 
body are: 

Vitamin A; Beta Carotene, which is the nat- 
ural form of vitamin A; Vitamin C, which has 
antiviral properties and can reduce symptoms 
and length of infection; Bioflavonoids, which 
work in synergy with vitamin C; and Vitamin 
E-200 with mixed tocopherols, which en- 
hances immune cell activity; 

Antioxidants and herbs that contribute to 
cell protection and development include: Se- 
lenium, works best with vitamin E; zinc, 
quercetin, co-enzyme Q10, astragalus, aci- 
dophilus (ive bacterial microorganisms), 
bayberry, DHEA (dehydroepiandrosterone) 
Echinacea, garlic, ginseng, grapeseed extract, 
goldenseal glutathione, chlorella, feverfew, 
kelp, L-arnine, L-omithine, mastake/shi- 
take/raishi-mushroom, manganese, 
melanonin, propolis (from bees) and shark 
cartilage/liver oil. 

It may be confusing to see such a long list, 
so you may consider taking a multi-vitamin- 
mineral supplement plus your A,C,E and Sele- 
nium like Pharmaton, which already has gin- 
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spur Tuition Fee Plan in an hour 
connie to body strength and overall well- à a * 
Wissens | - at over 600 locations nationwide. 
challenges with fear and doubt or love and |. 
courage. In short, you either embrace each 
day with a smile or a frown. It has been found - 53 
that individuals who are able to laugh at their Paying for tuition fees has never been so worry-free... 


problems have a built-in mechanism to better and it's easy with just 4 simple steps: 
cope with stress É 


4. Get an original copy of your school's assessment form or official receipt if you have 
Adoctor’s opinion ~ already paid the fees* * 
According to an allergy-immunologists, Dr. 2. Present your documents to any of over 600 Metrobank and Metrobank Card locations 
Santiago Ortigas of St. Luke's Hospital (tel: | . ” nationwide 
723-2301 local 6547), “All these remedies A 
help in the context of maintaining a healthy | `- Choose your installment plan (3, 6, 9 or 12 months) 
self—to a certain degree, lets say 10%. And | 4. Get ydur reimbursement check within the hour 
the remaining 90% largely depends on your |. 
immune system.” He maintains that the hu- + Addon based on principal amount. Same rate applies to Travel Installment Plan. 
man body is designed to fight disease “assum- * "Reimbursable items include tuition fees and school relatod expenses from January 1 to May 31, 2003. 
ing one's immune system is healthy.” : 
In order to determine if it is deficient, one | 
must undergo an immunoglobulin test. The |. f you don't have a Metrobank credit card yet, APPLY NOW! 
normal number of gamma globulin is 90-200 
iu's. Gamma globulin (a biologic product ex- |; Formarea poză ont our 2 ias 7 day Customer Sonico No. 8-700-700 or witan arce Mero Nanda cat 800-888 775 
tracted from the serum of the blood plasma) |) damaso waira arvet our cca tm zc Pow GT Tomar nate tă Ayn ren cor Y. io Cosa So Malas 172. 


is given intravenously. If the person is sick,  . zar avaimen 7.00000 and/or mere manta otat m F500 pot men aura Promo penoa sm ia Oa cam V, A 09 
AHEALTHY!C3 
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KIDS warm up before the actual basketball sessions. 


Hail to the HAL ball clinic 


SOME 100 boys and girls aged 6-16 
are now having the time of their lives 
în a basketball camp as part of the 
newly launched major campaign of 
Coca-Cola called "Healthy and Active. 
Lifestyle" (HAL). 

Fully endorsed by the Department 
of Health and designed primarily for 
the young, HAI's fundamental objec- 
tive is to promote positive change in 
lifestyles through a daily balanced di- 
et, proper hydration and adequate 
physical activity 

‘The camp itself is called the 2003 
Coca-Cola Champions Basketball Clin- 
ic, a month-long event at the De La 


Salle Santiago Zobel School in Ayala 
Alabang that began April 1. It îs pat- 
temed after the "station-type" teach- 
ing methodology utilized by major 
basketball clinics in the United States. 

The camp's major attraction is the 
on-court mentoring from Tigers 
Johnny Abarrientos, Jeffrey Cariaso, 
Rudy Hatfield, Poch Juinio, Freddie 
Abuda, Leo Avenido, Raffy Reavis, 
Will Antonio, Rob Wainwright, Jojo 
Manalo, Ato Morano and Gec Chi: 

All sessions are given hands-on by 
Coca-Cola Tigers head coach Chot 
Reyes (who's also the current PBA 
Coach of the Year co-awardee), along 


KIDS receive on-court mentoring from Tiger Gec Chia. 


with his United States Basketball 
Academy-certified coaching staff. 

The 2002 PBA All-Filipino champi- 
‘on Coca-Cola Tigers is the only rookie 
team to win a league championship in 
PBA history. 

Reyes said not only the acquisition 
of skills but also bonding, camaraderie 
and teamwork were emphasized 
through every phase of the program. 

Coca-Cola officials have envi- 
sioned the camp to reinforce a posi- 
tive outlook among its participants. 
‘They expect to expand the HAL cam- 
paign, as well as the clinic, to other 
arts of the Philippines. 
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Nicky S. Montoya, M.D. 


Looking to learn more about your beiefits under your MEDICard coverage? Do you want to be clear on the procedures, 
Which allow you to avall of MEDICard s seryler? Get your information straight from MEDICards Medical Director, DR. 


NICKY S. MONTOYA. 


FAQs (frequently asked ques 


ions) 


I urgently needed to get an outpatient consultation during the last Lenten holiday season. Since most of the 
hospital's clinics were closed, | was told to go to the emergency room instead. | paid for my medical availments 
thinking that this was not part of my HMO coverage. When I referred my situation to a colleague, I was informed 
that it is MEDICard's SOP that outside regular clinic hours, "those urgently needed outpatient consultations" 


may be accommodated in a hospital's emergency room. 


Is this correct? 


Yes, it is correct that outside regular clinic hours, such as during Sundays and holidays, members may get 
their “urgently needed outpatient consultations” at an accredited hospital's emergency room. Just don’t 
forget to present your MEDICard ID. However, it is still best to go through outpatient care services during 

the regular clinic schedule so that other specialists are available in case you may be referred to one. 
Meet your MEDICard Team 
d Internal Medicine is the chosen field of specialization of MEDICard accredited specialist Dr. 
Salvador Clemente M. Eustaquio. Dr. Buddy, as he is to colleagues and patients, finished 
Medicine at UERM-MMC. He also finished his residency training for his specialization and 
his subspecialization training for Gastroenterology at the same hospital. For consultations, 
members may visit his clinic at Room 212 of the Medico Bldg., The Medical City every 

~ Mondays. Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 in the morning, until 12 noon. 


The Medical City Awards MEDICard as 


f zm 


TTG RR 


est Performing HMO 
BIG 


Toner et oe 


Sanlel (Head-Modical Sta Division). Virginia B. Alano (VP-Patlant Care) and Benita J. Macalagay (VP-Business Division). This first ever 


HMO 


cognition Night was held at the new site of Tha Medical City slong Orügas Avenue. MEDICard was among the few whom were 


‘van the opportuni to taka a peek at TMC's future st. Its targeted to be operational by the 18t quarter of 2004 


Wa encourage all MEDICard members to volce out thelr concerns and Issues at hand. BE HEARD AND BE READ. You 
can write DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA at 9/F Sagittarlus Bidg. H.V. De la Costa St, Salcedo Village, Makati City or e-mail him 


at Inquiry@medieardphils.com. For feedback on as 


For Inquiries on individ 


ent of 


r services, e-mail us at feedback@medicardphils.com. 
i or family membership, dial 818-2162. For group or corporate membership, dial 810-1503, 


817-5136 or 817-4985 and look for a membership consultant. For Cebu Sales Office call (032) 253-5031; For Davao Sales 


Office cali (082) 224-6931/305-3386. 


TEXT MEDICard for your queries: 0917-7518365 (Globe) or 0919-2476240 (Smart). Please don't forget to Include your 
complete name and landline number where MEDICard could reach you. Log on to www.medicardphils.co 


MEDICard is the first and only HMO in the Phi 
whole Asian region to be ISO 9002 certified. 


Clearing 


for Ping-Pong 


By James P. Ong 
Contributor. 


IKE badminton, table ten- 

nis is a game Filipinos start 

playing at a young age, 
whether in the streets or the 
garage. 

"Table tennis is the third most popular 
sport in the country in terms of population, 
after basketball and volleyball,” says Victor 
Valbuena, president of the Table Tennis As- 
sociation of the Philippines (Tatap), which 
îs organizing the LG 9th Southeast Asian 
Junior Table Tennis Championship în 
September (it was originally set for April 
but rescheduled because of the SARS 
scare). 

There are only 31 registered clubs in Tat- 
aps website so far, although Valbuena 
claims the number of players nationwide 
comes close to 700,000 hands. The reason, 
he says, is its accessibility and good health 
benefits. He himself used to play bad- 
minton and, before that, tennis. "But in 
table tennis you don't get any injuries and, 
whats more, it doesn't discriminate in 
terms of size, gender or age. Do you see any 
80-year-olds playing badminton?” he asks. 

According to the nutristrategy.com web- 
site, playing table tennis for an hour 
straight can burn as much as 345 calories 
on a body weight of 190 pounds, although 
this figure is relative to body weight, inten- 
sity of workout, conditioning level and 
metabolism. For a 130-pound player, its 
236 calories per hour, compared to the 266 
calorie burn you get from a social game of 
badminton. 


History 

Table tennis is classified as a major sport 
worldwide. Its exact origin is unknown, al- 
though according to an article in a recent 
issue of The New Yorker magazine, the 
word Ping-Pong, a proper noun, was 
coined in the late 19th century by an En- 
glish sporting-goods firm which, in turn, 
sold the American rights to the name to 
Parker Brothers in 1901. 

The game was popular in America for 
only about four years. In the 1920s, other 
‘manufacturers used the generic term “table 
tennis” because Ping-Pong was a registered 
trademark to the board-game makers. 


THE TABLE Tennis National Team players 


Have Lush, 


HANDY head-to-toe Lush products travel very 
well. 

Lush shower gels (from 100-g bottles for 
P150) are formulated to gently cleanse, care 
for the skin and leave you glowing with 
health. Its variants are Back for Breakfast with 
sunshine fruits, lemon, lime and grapefruits; 
Slammer made with lime juice and honey, 
which helps calm and soothe skin; and 
Freeze, a cocktail of sea water, soothing aloe 
vera, and peppermint, which cools you down 
when you feel hot. 

Lush soaps (100-g from P100 to P195) are 
made with the finest essential oils and fresh 
ingredients to gently cleanse and refresh the 
body Choices include Sea Vegetable, Honey 
Waffle and Extra Virgin Olive Oil. 

Lush bottled hair shampoos and condition- 
ers (100-g bottle for P150) include Ibiza Party 
Shampoo for shine, swing and fragrance, or 
Coolaulin conditioner for dry, curly or pro- 
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the table 


Over the years, as table tennis became 
recognized as a competitive sport, the In- 
ternational Table Tennis Federation, its 
governing body worldwide, has been im- 
plementing some changes. The game is 
now played to 11 points instead of 21, play- 
ers serve twice in a row instead of five 
times, and the ball is now 40 mm in diame- 
ter instead of the old 38. All these to make 
watching the game a more pleasurable ex- 
perience for spectators. 

There also used to be two categories for 
the kinds of paddles used—the hardbat 
and the sponge racquet. Now only the 
sponge racquets are allowed in competi- 
tion, although hardbats are still available 
and used in recreational games. 


Benefits 

“They say it's a unique sport—like run- 
ming a 100-meter dash and at the same 
time playing chess, because its also very 
much a mind game,” says Valbuena, "Item- 
phasizes endurance and reflexes, and of- 
fers complete physical fitness. I, for one, 
don't go to the gym anymore because I no 
longer sweat from the exercises. I used to 
work out a lot but now I play a game for 30 
minutes and change to at least two new 
shirts," he adds. 

Unlike in Europe and other parts of Asia, 
where there are superstar Ping-Pong ath- 
letes, the sport here is still Jacking in terms 
of publicity. “We need visibility to attract 
sponsors because we need funding to con- 
tinue our mission to bring the sport to the 
countryside,” explains Valbuena. 

Tatap is indeed aggressively reaching 
out—to all ends of the social spectrum. It has 
convinced the exclusive Manila Polo Club to 
put three Ping-Pong tables for its members. 
And for the first time in its 50-year history, its 
been holding monthly tournaments nation- 
wide, from Baguio to Davao. 

It is also trying to convince a potential 
sponsor, a telecommunications company, 
that there are close to a million table tennis 
enthusiasts in the country. 

"Our goal is to eventually have a training 
center for our athletes. I also want to see 
table tennis halls all over Metro Manila, the 
way there are basketball courts every- 
where. Let’ face it, we don’tstand a chance 
in basketball, we don’t have the height. 
Table tennis is the way to go, this is a life- 
time sport,” he says. 


will travel 


HONEY Waffle soap 


cessed hair, made with softening exotic fresh 
coconuts. 

Lush solid shampoo bars (55-g bars for 
P225 and P245) are formulated with fresh in- 
gredients to remove dirt, grime and any 
styling product residue, and is blended with 
essential oils for a particular hair type or 
scalp. Ultimate Shine (P245) makes dull hair 
shiny, Irresistible Bliss (P225) for normal hair, 
or Jumping-Juniper (P225) for oily hair. 

Baby Face Solid Facial Cleanser (P195) is a 
deep-cleansing facial bar made from natural 
butters that literally melt away dirt and 
grime, including sand and sea residue. 

Lush is exclusively distributed by Stores 
Specialists Inc. Lush boutiques are at Gloriet- 
ta 4 Makati and The Power Plant Mall in Rock- 
well 
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Summer is asthma 
season for kids 


MANY parents attest that their 
asthmatic children become most 
vulnerable to flare-ups during sum- 
mer because warm weather is 
known to further irritate their al- 
ready sensitive airways. 

Dry air and high humidity also 
promote the spread of various al- 
lergens like pollens, molds, dust 
mites and animal dander, thus in- 
creasing their sensitivities to such 
dangerous attack. 

Vigorous outdoor summer activi- 
ties not only demand high levels of 
physical exertion but also pro- 
longed exposure to the threats of 
air pollution and other allergens. 
Asa result, lung function is further 
reduced making their breathing 
shallow, rapid and uncomfortable, 

Once uncontrolled, recurrent 


asthma attacks may not only dis- 
rupt their summer vacation but al- 
so require frequent medication, 
doctor's care and even hospitaliza- 
tion. 

Nonetheless, these can be avoid- 
ed or quickly reversed with several 
preventive measures. When play- 
ing outside, it will be helpful for 
kids to wear a dust mask to avoid 
direct contact with allergens. Par- 
ents should also immediately 
change their children's outdoor 
clothes as soon as they come into 
the house to prevent both ongoing 
exposures to allergens as well as re- 
duce indoor dust. If a child has 
been outdoor for longer period of 
time, a brief shower is also recom- 
mended. 

In case symptoms become more 


evident, parents must act quickly to 
prevent the onset of more disturb- 
ing attack. Seeking the help of a pe- 
diatrician or allergologist for effec- 
tive medication or treatment is ex- 
tremely important. 

Healthway Medical Clinics hous- 
esa pool of highly-competent pedi- 
atricians, allergologists and other 
specialists who can give useful and 
effective advice on how parents can 
help their children enjoy the heat of 
the summer while managing their 
illness. Healthway also offers lung 
or pulmonary function tests that 
can easily detect airway obstruc- 
tion as well as other medical tests 
that can give relief to people suffer- 
ing from respiratory disorders. 

Call 892-3731, 814-0679 or 814- 
0691. 


A healthy body is your best defense . . . 


From page Cl 


novel immunologic therapies are rec- 
‘ommended like cytokine, interleukin 
2,(IL2), to produce more lymphocytes 
(while blood cells). Interferon, which 
has anti-viral properties and stimu- 
lates the production of more killer 
cells, is given. 


Preventive tips 

Meanwhile, here are tips to help 
you prevent catching, or passing on, 
the virus: 

1. Use a mask called N-95 (3M 
brand) which has a special filtration 
system. Gauze masks do not work. 

2. Avoid crowded and enclosed 


places. 

3, Wash your hands as often as pos- 
sible. 

4, Don't share your drinking or eat- 
ing utensils with anyone. 

5. Ifyou are quarantined, consider 
ityour civic duty to accept it responsi- 
bly. You are not a “leper.” you are an 
‘unsung "hero." 

6, Report probable SARS cases im- 
mediately to health authorities. 


Hope fora cure 

Ie îs only a matter of time until the 
Center For Disease Control and the 
National Institute of Health in the 
United States discover a cure. Until 
then, the public is advised to follow 


health safety precautions. 

The good news is that the disease 
has a 3.5-5% mortality rate while the 
remaining 95% are recovering, a 
clear indication that the human im- 
mune system is working with some 
help from anti-viral drugs like Ri- 
vavirin. 

If you ask what determines death 
or survival in a person, not even the 
best physician in the world can fath- 
om an answer. So I quote a cliché that 
îs nonetheless true... only God 
knows. 

Love and light! 


Email the author at coryquiri- 
no_fy@yahoo.com 


LIFESTYLE. 


| Rise up to your shóppi 


ng passion this Easter. 


|. « Eam double E-points for every-P50 worth of credit purchase when you use your Equitable Card 


from April 15 to May 14, 2003. For more information, call the 24-hour Equitable Hello Service 
at 867-7977 (Metró Manila) or 1-800-1888-3264 (Domestic Toll-Free). 


www.equitablecard.com 
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COLLEAGUE in the fitness industry 
AS told me that her husband 

started to feel dizzy and nauseous a 
couple of days after taking an herbal supple- 
ment. Lucky for him, she immediately did 
some research on the Web where she discov- 
ered that the US Food and Drug Administra- 
tion had issued a warning against one of the 
herbs used în the supplement precisely be- 
cause it caused the very symptoms her hus- 
band was feeling. She was appalled that a 
supplement containing a harmful ingredient 
could be sold so openly. 

Unfortunately, a 1994 law in the US called 
the Dietary Supplement Health and Educa- 
tion Act (DSHEA) does not require safety test- 
ing for herbal supplements nor supplement 
manufacturers to report any side effects suf- 
fered by their clients (unlike pharmaceutical 
companies, which are required to do so by 
law). 

“The only time the FDA can pull'a supple- 
ment off the shelves is when it can prove that 
many people have died or have been seriously 
injured. And that only stops that particular 
brand from being sold. The manufacturer can 
rename the product and change the formula- 
tion slightly, and its business as usual. This al- 
so does not stop other brands with the same 
harmful ingredients from continuing to be 
sold. 

Like 1 have been saying for the last couple 
of columns, the best protection you have as a 
consumer is to arm yourself with all the facts 
about a supplement. 

Thank goodness, we no longer have to rely 
on dusty books in the local library. Searching 
for information over the Net can easily be 
done at home or in an Internet café. 

Here's how to make your search for supple- 
ment info more productive. 


Search by ingredient 
It is better to search by ingredient rather 
than just by brand name. A search for brand 
ABC might yield nothing untoward, yet brand 
XYZ, which has the same ingredients, is impli- 
cated in several deaths and serious injury. The 
active ingredients are the first couple of 
‘words în the ingredient listing, 
If you have a special health concern, such 
as hypertension, dia- 
betes or heart dis- 
ease, herbal products 
can be dangerous for 
you. Make sure to 
find out how the 
product you are in- 
vestigating — affects 
people with your 
condition. 
Ina famous case in 
New York, Anne 
Marie Capati died 
from a stroke while 
exercising three 
months after taking 
an ephedra supple- 
ment that was rec- 
ommended by her 
personal trainer. 


Consider 
the danger in 
supplement- 
drug 
combinations 
Health food sup- 
plemenis don't al- 
ways mix well with 
pharmaceutical 
drugs  (overihe 
counter or prescrip- 
tion) or even with 
other supplements, 
so you also have to 
take into considera- 
tion what you are al- 
ready taking. For ex- 
ample, if you are tak- 
ing a blood-thinning 
drug, it would not be 
advisable to take fish 
oil supplements be- 
cause they have a 
similar effect and the. 
combination can 
cause internal bleed- 
ing. 


Look at scientific 
studies 

Do investigate fur- 
ther scientific studies 
that are used to back 
up a products claim. 
You can search for 
tHe scientists name 
of the scientific jour. 
ndi it was published 
ir] What you usually 
gât is an abstract of 
tle experiment (the 
full text can normally 
only be downloaded 
if you are a member 
of the journal or as- 
sociation) but that is 
enough to take note 
of who the experi- 
ment was done on 
and what form and 
dosage of the supple- 


LITO IRAULA 
Body Builder 
Family Mon 
JETT Technician 


Since 1987 
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ment were used. It’s important to know these 
two things because the results of the experi- 
ment being quoted may not have much rele- 
vance if you are not similar to the participants 
in the study and if the supplement is not ín the 
same form or dosage. 

Here are two examples: The supplement 
boron has been touted as a muscle builder for 
body builders but the study that is often quot- 
ed was done on menopausal women. Oral hu- 
man growth hormone (HGH) supplements al- 
most always use a 1990 study to back their 
claims of increasing muscle mass and 
strength in bodybuilders, but a closer look at 
the study reveals it was done on elderly men 
using an injectable form of HGH. 


WELL AND 
Goop 


Tina Juan 


The Net is 
one source 
ofthe facts, 
both the 
positive 
and the 
negative, 


Keep an open mind 

Sometimes, we swallow hook, line and 
sinker anything positive about the supple- 
ment but we go into denial about anything 
negative because in our hearts, we want the. 
product to work and do what it says it will 
do. 

Now, if after seriously considering the po- 
tential side effects of the product, you decide 
to still try it, you have made what is called an 
“informed decision.” This means you know all 
the facts, positive and negative, and you are 
willing to take responsibility for any conse- 
quences to your health that might occur be- 
cause of taking the product. That is better 
than just blindly buying whatever supple- 
about any mentcomes your way 
Supplement information websites 

Search engines (Google is my favorite) are 
my preferred way to do research, but you can 
start with the following websites that have ex- 
tensive information on individual supple- 
ments. 

http;//ods.od.nih.gov/databas- 
es/ibids.html 

The International Bibliographic Informa- 
tion on Dietary Supplements (Ibids) is one of 
the most comprehensive databases for sup- 
plement information. After you click on the 
"search Ibids" button, choose the consumer 
database. 

www.gssiweb.com. 

The Gatorade Sports Science Institute is a 


food or 
herbal 
supplement 
that its 
seller won't 
tell you 


The Art of 


Blown Glass 


An age old art form 
all in contemporary designs 
and finishes 


Available at 


Tindahang Pambahay Atbp- 
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We are cate. A 
Ram ore 


WHEN THE GOING 
GETS TOUGH, 
ONLY THE 


TOUGHEST 
GETS YOU GOING! 


Sa panahon ngayon, kailangan tibay ng loob at 
disiplina sa katawan. Just like Lito lraulo, Weight 
Training 2x a week helps him perform his job os a 
Jot Technician. Kasama ng ibo pong technician, 
since 1987 po nag install ng water heater si Lito. 
Koyo with Jet, we have the experience like no 
other water heater company today 
FREE INSTALLATION & 
FREE LIFETIME HOME SERVICE 
Available thru preferred dealers nationwide: 


eoo 


ATMOR AMOR 
SINGLEPOINT MULTIPOINT 


VULCAN. 
STORAGE WATER 
HEATERS 


TIFFANY 


Tel. da 225-0915 


THE WATER HEATER COMPANY 
SINCE 1985 
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For feedback, text us at (0919)880-33-54 or email us at pr_lifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 


valuable site for athletic supplement informa- 
tion, All the articles are written by health pro- 
fessionals well-versed in the field of sports nu- 
trition. 

wwwsupplementwatch.com. 

Supplement Watch is a self-funded, pri- 
vately held corporation consisting of a small 
group of scientists, physiologists, nutritionists 
and other health professionals dedicated to 
‘educating people about the pros and cons of 
dietary supplementation. 


ALUSTRATION STEPH BRAVO 


The Association of Fitness Professionals of the 
Philippines will hold a series of certifications for 
fitness instructors May 8-11 on the following 
topics: Stability Ball, Core Board, Yoga and Pi- 
lates. All certifications will be conducted by ACE 
2002 Instructor of the Year Lawrence Biscontini. 
Gall Ivy Abuel at 813-6077 or text (0917) 518- 
1202 or (0917) 481-7063. 


For past articles and exercises, go to 
winw.tinajuanfitness.com 


WEDDING VOCABULARY 


Wedding \'wedi-in\ z: the act of taking a wife 
or husband By omal ceremony 


Formal Ceremony- formal act or series 
of acts prescribed by ritual, protocol or 
convention 


Convention- an established custom 
especially in social matters 


Wedding Works \'wedi-in 'works\z: 
1: the ultimate guide to a well orches- 
trated wedding celebration; 
weekly show aired every Tuesday 
on ABC5 ,10:30-11:00pm; 
wedding show hosted by wedding 
coordinator Ms. Bangs Zaldivar by 
Tonycar EntertainmentProductions 
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enjoy the natural fullness, 
volume and body of my hair 
once more!" 


Eva Abesamis 
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MAKATI 
819-3336 
816-1260 


QUEZON CITY 
372-6631 
372-6632 


BINONDO 
243-0128 
244-8913 


ALABANG 
842-1389 
842-4181 


CEBU 
032-2340851 
032-2340853 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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MAKING 
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THEY START GUT 


‘SWANS, BUT 


A FEW QUICK WORKING 


YOU HAVE A 
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DON'T FEEL BAD THAT 
1 LEARNED To WALK 
BEFORE YOU, MARVIN y 


GIRLS MATURE 
FASTER THAN 
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BY PATRICK McDONNELL 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


wesod, T WANT TO ASK 
Mou SOMeTHiNG. WHAT 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are determined and persevering. You're also very nurturing and protective with your loved 

ones, When you can, you will enjoy retirement. (You do like your ease and comfort.) You value the love and respect of 
‘others. This year you will be presented with an important choice— choose wisely. 
Birthdate of: Cloris Leachman, actress; Willie Nelson, singer/songvriter; Jill Clayburgh, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to April 
|: 19): You're in the mood to 
shop. Buy something 
beautiful for yourself ora 
little gift for loved ones. 
Its just what you need to pick up your 
spirts. 
to expect the universe to 
owe you a favor. Ask for 


anything that you want a "yes" an- 
swerto. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Today and to- 
morrow, the Moon isin 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): You need to have 
some time to yourself to- 
day. Even a few brief mo- 
ments of solitude will 

tel you to restore your peace of 

mind and make you feel calmer, 

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22): Get out and social- 
ize! Enjoy the company. 
of friends, groups and 
clubs. Compare notes 
with others and make 
sure that you are up on the latest gos- 
sip. 
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ACROSS 
+ Sight 


‘advantage 
5 Seasoned 


sausage 


31 Nocturnal yer 
14 Dey 


15 Catchphrase 
16 Sound of 


distaste 

17 1919 legislation 

19 Billy — 
Wiliams 


20 Bedding down 


21 Late starter? 
22 Skewed 


23 German POW 
camps 


26 Struck 


powerfully 
28 Result of 17A 


32 Gibert or 
Teasdale 


36 Pub quaft 
37 Strong, coton 


thread 
38 Bahrain leader 


By Philip J. Anders 


Sb Right to dam BY flip 2A 


42 Conspiracy unit 

43 TV host 

45 Baute, og. 

46 Asan sea 

47 Result of 28A 

51 Fowl choice 

52 Swizzio sick 

57 Aane partners 

59 Leter 
addons: abbr. 

61 Got gong 

62 Enst 

63 Rosult of 28A 

6 Holiday in 
Hanai 

67 "Brigadoon? 
iicet 

68 Sayit_ sol 

68 Mayaayl 

70 Daniel ol 
Nearagua. 

71 Fish catchers 


DOWN 

1 Gutters! 
locaton. 

2. du selgneur 

3 Baywonn 
move 

4 Ford lemon. 

5 1125 degrees 
fom W 


6 . mode 

7 Gly near 
Sacramento 

8 Career grand 
slam tes 
‘champion 

8 Cly rear 
Peoria 

10 Bank payt, 

11 Boor brand 

12 Maturing agent 

13 *.seo Now — 


18 Snare 
22 Now York 


pnson 
24 Metri unl 
25 One-and-only 
27 Texas tea 
28 Long-necked 


32 Appear to be 

33 Arsenal cache 

34 Revounds 

35 Spons venues 

40 Wear Murdoch 

41 Temporary 
shelter 
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44 Paranormal 
Insight 

48 Hedda of 

ssip 

49 Set among 

50 Colorado 
nbutary 

53 Spruce juce. 

54 Bang up 


55 Occurrence 
56 Takes a break 
57 Feedbag gran 
58 Dunkabie treat 
60 OF sound mind 
63 _-mo 

64 Quanity of 

beer 
65 Period of nole 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22); Discussions with a 
parent ora person in au- 
‘thority are important to- 
day. Its easy fo establish 

feelings of mutual respect. Others are 

willing to respect you, once you show 


respect for them. 

© tine is strang. Why not 
be a tourist in your own 

city? Do something different so that 

you see your familiar world with fresh 


eyes. 
ters, wills and inheri- 


tances, or debt and 


shared property. This is a good day to 

discuss these matters with others. 

e have to go more than 
halfway when dealing 


wit others. Be trlendly and patient: 
make sure you listen carefully to what 


others are saying, 
to Dec. 21): Think about 
how you can improve. 
~Y yoyr health today. Stop 
‘doing one thing that is 
excessive or harmful to your body. 
(Stopping something is easier than 


starting something.) 
You feel saucy and play- 


ful. (Gapricorns are old 


‘when they're young and young when 
they're old.) —- x 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): Your desire to es- 
cape from your dally rou- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Clear up loose ends 
related to insurance mat- 


‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): With the Moon 
‘opposite your sign, you 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 


CAPRICORN (Dei. 22 to 
Jan. 19); Love, romance 
and tinations ft the alr! 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20t0 
Fob. 18): Get out and ex- 
ercis today, After that, 
enjoy cozy times at home. 
with family members. In- 
vite somebody over to help you or 
give you practical assistance in some 


way. 
© Body Something today. 

By all means—do sol 
Discussions with siblings and rela: 
tives about past matters are Way 
overdue. 


PISCES (Fob, 19to 
March 20): You have a 
strong urge to tell some- 


GHELTER| rin 
Stories 


NEW AROUND 
HERE. 


Do fou KNOW 
WHERE X CAN 
FIND A G00D 
LAP IN THIS 
TowN? 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


x 
APA 
QUIETLY AND 
GO TO SLEEP. 


MIKROKOSMOS 
KUYA,MAS LIGTAS Ako 
KAYSA SA`Yo SASARS 
DAHIL MAY KUMPLETO 

-koN6 HAND BAG... 


“MAY ALCOHOL: 
HAND SANITIZER, 
TISSUE, GAS 
MASK , PANYO, 
SABON, TOWEL: 


KIKO MACHINE 


SA DAMI N6 
LAMAN NYAN, 
DI KA PA RIN 
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HINDE- 
SA HOLDAPER. 


ISAVANCWALAPGT lU HINE A ETANE] 


HOY IKAW£ 
éste wie SA 
Ne AWAY For 


"os 


Mani SAWSAWAN) MAY 
© 
& 
A 


NAGKUKUWENTUHAN. 


Wer GA-GRAPVATE 

na Tave, mamimiss | 
FoTAL AA “TENG 
VNIRERSIDAD. 


Hola? NGUNIT 
SADYANG HINDI 3 
Wero 
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4 TRIED B TESTED SER 
LULA ANEINGGITAN 
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BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


MABUTI NA ING NAKA- 
FACE MASK TAYO! 
KONTRA SĂ SARS 
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Y two columns of March 18 and 25 

bout incubi and suceubi (Le. spir- 

s who have sexual intercourse 

‘with humans) elicited a number of questions 

from readers who were intrigued by these sto- 
ries. 

‘One of them asked if it’s possible that these 
women who claimed to have had sexual rela- 
tions with male spirits were only hallucinat- 
ing because of some repressed desires and not 
‘because the events really took place. 

OF course this is possible. But such inci- 
dents have also been reported by perfectly 
healthy individuals with sound minds and 
emotions and who have normal sexual rela- 
tions with living humans while awake. 

“The incidents do not happen only to sexu- 
ally starved or deprived men and women. 
Many of those who experienced them were 
married with normal sex lives. 

Another reader said, “I thought when a per- 
son died, he or she no longer had carnal de- 
sires?” 

“That îs not necessarily true. The fact is, 
when a person dies, he remains to be the same 
character as when he was alive, atleast imme- 
diately after death. The only difference is 
that, after death, he no longer has a physical 
body nor physical perceptions. But he may, for 
a certain period, continue to desire or crave 
physical and sensual pleasures. 

‘The main reason for the confusion and mis- 
understanding about the nature of the after- 
life is that popular religious doctrines have 
conditioned people's minds to think in a par- 
ticular way and to accept only a certain type 
ofthinking. 


No monopoly on truth 

Given the amount of information available. 
to those sincerely seeking logical answers to 
their deepest questions, this is no longer pos- 
sible. More people are now awakening to the 
fact that no single religion has a monopoly on. 
truth. 

Carnal desires may continue after death, so 
sexual activity does not necessarily cease af- 
ter death, It may even be more openly experi- 
enced after death than when a person was 
stillalive. 

Sex after death is discussed in “By Lust Pos- 
sessed,” a book edited by Eric Lombard, with 
introduction by well-known psychic writer 
and researcher Martin Ebon. In a chapter con- 
tributed by R. De Witt Miller, the answer is a 
resounding, “Yes, sex does not disappear after 
we discard our physical bodies.” 

What were the authors basis for the con- 
clusion? 

* "The testimony of those who have gone 
out of their bodies through astral projection. 
All testimonies said their astral bodies have 
the same sex in the after-life as in their physi- 
cal bodies. They also testify they still possess 
sex organs.” 

* “The pattern of the astral body follows 
the pattern of the physical body.” 

* "There's no ghost that appeared to hu- 
mans who has a different sex when still 
alive" 

* "There is no record of any dead person 
declaring in a reliable spirit communication 
through any type of mediumship that death 


Weight-loss product 
halts type 2 diabetes 


RESULTS from the largest study of its kind re- 
veal that Roche's anti-obesity agent, Xenical 
(Orlistat), significantly delays or prevents the 
onset of type 2 diabetes in obese patients at 
risk of developing the disease. In conjunction. 
with lifestyle intervention, the product was 
also associated with significant and sustained 
‘weight loss compared with lifestyle interven- 
tion alone with no safety concergs. 

‘The Xenical in the prevention of diabetes in 
obese subjects (Xendos) trial is hailed as a 
landmark trial in the area of weight manage- 
ment and obesity. It is also the first study to in- 
vestigate the safety and efficacy of a weight- 
loss product for as long as four years. 

The data were presented by Prof. Lars 
Sjorstrom of the Sahlgrenska University Hospi- 
tal of Sweden. “While diet and exercise to re- 
duce weight are frontline therapies for redue- 
ing the risk of type 2 diabetes, weight-loss 
agents in combination with lifestyle interven- 
tion can help further reduce the risk. The aim 
of Xendos was to see if Orlistat could reduce 
both weight and the risk of diabetes more than 
the already impressive reductions seen in 
lifestyle intervention studies,” Sjorstrom said. 
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changed his or her sex.” 

De Witt further argued that if the dead per- 
son did not lose his or her sense of sight and 
hearing, why should he or she lose the sense 
of smell, touch and taste? 

“How can you justify the continuance of 
two of the physical senses and not the other 
three?" asked De Witt. "If the basic sensory 
mechanism is in the second (or astral) body, 
then all of the senses must be beyond the 
reach of physical death. If che sensory mecha- 
nism is in the physical body, then why should 
the visual and auditory nerve patterns survive 
and not the tactile or the olfactory? No matter 
how you slice it, it still comes out nonsense.” 

Well, the answer may lie somewhere else. 


Ive left my physical body many times. The 
first time happened in 1975. I realized that 
out there in the astral or spirit world there 
was only pure consciousness or awareness. 
One does not hear with the ears or see with 
the eyes as in the physical world. There's only 
"knowingness." 


Sensations from consciousness 

We are aware of all sensations but they are 
not coming from the physical body, because 
we are separated from it, but from a certain 
consciousness or awareness. We could see, 
hear, feel the people around us all at once. We 
could even become acutely aware of their 
thoughts. 

During one astral projection, I had astral 
sex with a living woman who was also out of 
her body. Although there was no physical or 
sexual contact between us, the sensation was 
a lot more intense and total compared to 
mere physical sex. It was truly a union of two 
souls rather than just physical bodies. 

Perhaps this is what happens in the after- 
life. One can relate to the spirit of the opposite 


mE 


sex, unite with him or her soul to soul. Then 
only will we truly know another human be- 
ing—literally united with him or her spiritual- 
ly, With total soul union, there can be no se- 
crets from either party, nor from anyone in the 
same spiritual state. 

As the spirit, Julia, communicated through 
British journalist, WT. Stead on Oct. 11, 
1908: 

“There is no restriction on the liberty of 
love. Ifanyone arriving here is incapable of vi 
brating in sympathy with anyone but: the 
spouse of earth life, they can remain as 
‘monogamous here as on earth. But we do not 
regard that selfishness of two as the highest 
stage. Yes, the sexes continue, but sex is deep- 
er than the organs in which it finds its tempo- 
rary expression on earth.” 


Address letters-to this column to 308 Prince 
Plaza I, 106 Legaspi St, Greenbelt, Makati City. 
Call 810-7245 or 892-6806 or e-mail jlicau- 
co@edsamailcom.ph. Visit my website at 
http;//jliozuco.tripod.com. Listen to my daMM 
radio program every Sunday, 6-8 p.m. 


Redeem your Rewards on May 10-11 & May 17-18, 2003. 
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Get Rewards for FEWER points and LESS cash thru Super Offer only with the world's local bank. 


All over the world, HSBC gives an exclusive treat 
to its credit cardholders - an easier way to get their 
rewards. In the Philippines, we do the same with 
Super Offer. 


Discount to help 
clean-air effort 


PETRON Philippines and SeaOil are giving a 
20-percent discount on labor for engine tune- 
upto clients of selected Petron and SeaOil sta- 
tions in Metro Manila until April 30. 

“The offer is in support of efforts to help 
clean the air as part of the global observance 
of Earth Day 2003 spearheaded by the Envi- 
ronment Management Bureau (EMB)-Na- 
tional Capital Region (NCR) of the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR). Promo slogan is “Let’s Tune-Up to 
Clean Up the Air.” 

Petron and SeaOil also vowed to provide 
clean fuel in compliance with standards set by 
the Clean Air Act. 

Studies reveal that about 80 percent of the 
country’s total air pollution come from motor 
vehicles, especially old, worn-out machines. 

‘The World Banks Philippine Environment 
Monitor 2002 on Air Quality found that air pol- 
lution was causing serious health problems and 
lower productivity among Metro Manilans. 


"Now, get the choicest Rewards for FEWER points 
and LESS cash! From flat TV's to DVD players, 
airconditiofers, portable washing machines and more! 


Keep using your credit card from HSBC to pile up 
your points. Then use those points to redeem your 
Rewards on the following Super Offer weekends: 
May 10-11 & May 17 - 18, 2003. For more details, 
get your Super Offer Rewards catalog at any HSBC 
or HSBC Savings branch or call 878-7878. You can 
also log-on at www.hsbecom ph, 
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EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


HIS yoga-inspired 
exercise strength- 
I ens the thighs and 
buttocks, as well as 
stretches the inner 


thighs. 


Equipment: 
None 


Exercise technique: 

1. Stand with your legs as 
wide as you can. Look down and 
check ifthe toes of one foot are 
in line with the other. 

2. Turn your left leg towards 
the side of the room. Look down 
and check that the heel of your 
Jeft foot is in line with the arch 
of your right foot. 

3. Lift your right heel and 


Right angle pose (N 


ze 
Ne) 


turn your right foot in slightly. 

4. Bend your left leg. Make 
sure that your knee is right over 
your ankle and does not go past 
your toes. 

5. Pull yourself up tall and 
bring your arms to shoulder lev- 
el. Make sure to keep your shoul- 
ders relaxed and pressed down. 

6. Hold the pose for five 
breaths. 

7. Slowly return to starting 
position and repeat on the other 
side. 


Performance tips: 

1. Consciously focus on your 
breathing and relaxing during 
the exercise. 

2. Halfway through the exer- 
cise, try to move your legs a lit- 
tle wider for more of a chal- 


lenge. You will usually find that 
if you make a conscious effort to 
relax, you can stretch a bit more 
than you normally can. 

3. When switching to the other 
side, be sure to go through all the 


alignment instructions again. 


Repetitions: 

Do the exercise once on each 
side. One breath is equal to a 
slow inhalation and exhalation. 
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Surgeons 
slated to meet 
in early May 


DR. Fernando L. Lopez, president of the 
Philippine College of Surgeons (PCS), în a 
recent meeting with the Board of Regents, 
has announced that the traditional 
midyear convention of 2003 will be held 
in San Fernando, La Union, on May 9-10. 

Dr. Lopez immediately communicated 

with the Northern Luzon chapter through 
its president, Dr. 
Maximo M. Callan- 
gan Jr, and began 
making prepara- 
tions for the event 
and establishing 
contact with the 
other chapters in 
Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao. 

The midyear con- 
vention will be the 
PCS’ 29th, the first 
having been cele- 
brated in 1974. 

The PCS has envi- 
sioned a continuing 
surgical education 
for busy fellows in 
the provinces, which facility is brought 
closer to them. Topics of applicability es- 
pecially in areas where tertiary hospital 
and services are not readily accessible, 
will be given special regard. 

Senior fellows will be invited as speak- 
ers, panelists or rectors, so that the most 
contemporary thoughts about. surgical 
problems will be discussed in an insular 
setting, with societal and economic condi- 
tions in the provinces given more appro- 
priate focus and consideration. 

Dr. Edgardo R. Cortez, overall chair of 
the committee on convention, and Dr. 
Harry P. Supan, chair of the sub-commit- 
tee on midyear convention, are planning 
to feature informal Kapihan and Tang- 
halian talks to encourage the surgeons to 
participate in relaxed scientific inter- 
courses which have likewise been popu- 
larized by the PCS with its foreign guests. 

Dr. Lopez has supported the Kapihan 
and Tanghalian sessions and indicated 
that they should be continued henceforth 
as a standard component in the training 
program activities of the younger fellows 
of the PCS. He further reflected that the 
Filipino patientis going to be the ultimate 
recipient of the initiative of the PCS to 
keep its fellows correctly updated with 
surgical information. 


10 rules 
to observe 
for water safety 


1.LEARN how to swim. 

2. Never swim alone. Choose a "Water Bud- 
dy" before swimming in the pool or beach. 

3. Always have a responsible adult “water 
watcher” who knows how to get emergency 
help and is trained in CPR. 

4. Don't dive into shallow water or when 
unsupervised by an adult. 

5. No glass containers around the pool or 
the beach. 

6. Swim only in clear weather and head for 
cover when a storm threatens. 

7. No running or roughplay near the pool 
area. 

8. Keep all electrical appliances away from 
the pool. 

9. Don't jump into the water to save some- 
one; throw a life ring or float to them and call 
for help. 

10. Learn your local emergency number 
(1-1-7) and keep a working phone by the 
pool 

The tips above are from the Bert Lozada 
Swim School (BLSS) "Safe Swimmer, Happy 
Summer" water-safety awareness campaign. 
Call 563-5532 or 803-5998 or e-mail 
BLSS@email.com, 


Asian healing arts 
summer fest 
at Chacra 


THE CENTER for Health and Creative Arts 
(Chacra) offers a full range of workshops 
on Asian bodymind healing arts this sum- 
mer: Basic Holistic Yoga—May 8, 15, 22 
and 29 evenings; Shibashi (Taiji-Qi-gong) 
and Sitting Healing Qigong Part Il—May 
10, 17, 24 and 31 mornings, and Path of 
the Bagani, Arnis, kuntao and other tradi- 
tional Filipino martial arts for children 
and adults—May 10, 17, 24 and 31 after- 
noons. 

Participants will learn the basic move- 
ments, breathing techniques, and mental 
quieting, as well as the theory and philoso- 
phy behind the healing arts, for practical ap- 
plication in stress management, physical fit- 
ness and holistic health maintenance. Asian 
healing arts are also recognized for promot- 
ing concentration, clear thinking and inner 
peace. 

Chacra is located at 59 C. Salvador St, Loy- 
ola Heights, QC. Call 434-5381 


PCS president 
Dr. Fernando Lopez 


